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PREFACE. 



When spiritual judgments do more eminentl y befall a 
people, gre«t outward calamities do oflen ensue. We know 
It was so in the instance which the text het% insisted 6h 
refers to. But it is not always so ; the connexion between 
these two sorts of judginents is not absolutely certain &bd 
necessary, yea, and is more frequeiit with toe cohtraries 
of each. For this reason therefore, and because j udg:ments 
of the former kind are so uneXpressibly greater, and more 
tremendous, this di^ourse insists only upon them, About 
which serious monitions both have a clearer ground, knd 
iu« of greater importance ; and wholly waives the Tatter. 

Too many are apt first to fancy similitudes between the 
state of things with one people and another, aind fheA to 
draw inferences ; bein? perhaps imposed on by a strong 
inia|^ination in both ; which yet must pass with them for a 
spint of prophecy, and perhaps they take it not well, if it 
do not so witn others too. It were indeed the work of an- 
other prophet certainly to accommodate and mase appli- 
cation of what was spoken by a former to a diistinct time 
and people. 'Tis enough for us to learn from such ssLf- 
ings as this of our Saviour, those rules of life and j^rac- 
tice, such instruction and cautions as are common to all 
times, without arrogating to ourselves his prerogative, of 
foretelling events that shall happen in this or that. The 
affectation of venturing upon futurity, and foreboding dire- 
ful things to kingdoms and nations^ may, besides its beingf 
without sufficient ground, proceed from some or other very- 
bad principle. Dislike of the present methods of Provir 
dence, weariness and impatiency ofour present condition, 
too great proneness to wish what we take upon us to pre- 
dict, the prediction importing more heat of anger than 
certainty of foresight, a wtalhfvxV s\ivnX,, \.Y\aX -^ ws\^ '^^^ 
sently fetch down fire from heaven m^h sQl'cV ^&S»:'<s^ 
aot oar inclinations and desires, so OaaX V^ ^^ ^'JF**' 
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speaks) whole cities should be overturned at our request, 
ir the neavenly powers would be so easy, as to comply 
with such furious imprecations : a temper that ill agrees 
with humanity itself, not to care at what rate of common 
calamity and misery a purchase be made of our own im- 
munity from sufiermgs. Nay, to be willing to run the 
most desperate hazard in the case, and even covet a gene- 
ral ruin to others, upon a mere apprehended possibility 
that our case may be mended by it ; when it may be more 
probable to become much worse. But O how disagreeable 
IS it to the Spirit of our merciful Lord and Saviour, whose 
name we* bear, upon any terms to delight in human mise- 
ries ! The greatest honour men of that complexion are 
capable of doing the Christian name, were to disclaim it. 
Can such angry heats have place in Christian breasts, as 
shall render mem the well-pleased spectators, yea auUiors, 
of one another's calamities and ruin 'i Can the tears that 
issued from these compassionate, blessed eyes, upon the 
foresight of Jerusalenrs woful catastrophe, do nothing 
towards the quenching of these flames 1 

But I add, that the too-intent fixing of our thoughts 
upon any supposable events in this world, argaes at least, 
a narrow, carnal mind, that draws and gathers all things 
into time, as despairing of eternity; and reckons no better 
state of things considerable, that is not to be brought abont 
under their own present view, in this world ; as if it were 
uncertain or insignificant, that there shall be unexception- 
able, eternal order and rectitude in another. 

'Tis %ain as groundless, and may argue as ill a mind, 
to prophecy smooth and pleasant things, in a time of 
abounaing wickedness. The safer, middle course, is, with- 
out Gkxl's express warrant, not to prophesy at all, but as 
we have opportunity, to warn and instruct men, with all 
meekness and long-suffering ; for which the Lord's ordi- 
nary messengers can never want his warrant. And, after 
our blessed Saviour's most imitable example, to scatter 
our tears over the impenitent, even upon the (too proba- 
ble) apprehension of tne temporal judgments which hang 
over their heads, but most of all upon the account of their 
liableness to the more dreadful ones of the other state; 
which in the following discourse, I hope, it is made com- 
jpetently evident, this lamentation of our Saviour hath ul- 
timate reference unto. For the olher, lho\x^Vv we know 
^<?iii to be due, tiDd most highly deserved •, yel coivteTTiYa.^ 
f/ie actual inHietion of them, even upon 6bs\ina\^ «eA ^v 
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■ereringf sinners, we cannot pronounce. We have no set- 
tled constitution, or rule, by which we can conclude it, any 
more than that outward felicity, or prosperity, shall be the 
constant portion of good men in this world. The great 
Giod hath reserved to himself a latitude of acting more 
arbitrarily, both as to promises and threateninss of this 
nature. If the accomplishment of either could be cer- 
tainly expected, it should be of the promises rather : be- 
cause as to promised rewards Gk>d is pleased to make him- 
self debtor, and a right accrues to them to whom the pro- 
mise is made, if either the promise be absolute, or made 
with and certain condition, that is actually performed. 
But Qod is alwap the creditor piBna^ the right to punish 
remains wholly m himself^ the exacting whereof he may 
therefore suspend, without any appearance of wrong, as 
seemeth good unto him. If, therefore, he may witlmold 
temporal blessings from good and pious men, to which 
they have a remote and fundamental right, as having re- 
serve to himself the judgment of the fit time and season 
of bestowing them ; much more doth it belong to his wis- 
dom, to fix the bounds of his patience and long-suffering ; 
and determine the season or animadverting upon more 
open and insolent offenders by temporal punishments, ac- 
cording as shall make most for the ends of his govern- 
ment, and finally prove more advantageous to the dignity 
and gloij of it. The practice, therefore, of our Saviour, 
in speaking so positively concerning the approaching fall 
and min of Jerusalem, is no pattern unto us. He spsike 
not onl^ with the knowledge of a prophet, but with the 
authority of a judge : and his words may be considered 
both as a prediction and a sentence. We can pretend to 
speak in neither capacity touching thin^ of this nature. 

But for the everlasting punishments in another world, 
that belong to unreconciled sinners, who refuse to know 
the things of their peace, the gospel-constitution hath made 
the connexion firm and unalterable, between their continu- 
ing, unrepented wickedness, and those punishments. 
When, therefore, we behold the impudent, provoking sins 
of the age wherein we live, against the natural law of 
our Creator, persisted in with all the marks of infidelity 
and obduration against the truth and grace that so glo- 
riously shine forth in the Gospel of our Redeemer ^ we ma.^ 
(after him) speak positively ^ He that be\\e^e\\i xvoV ^"a!W» 
aamned—is coDdemn6d already ; shaW noi see\\fe,^sviJ. ^^c^^ 
wnuh of God abideth xai him. If ye \)e\ie7e ii.cJc\\«x^^'«o^ 
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He^ ye shall die in your sins. Except ye repent, ye shall 
all likevirise perish. And here, how doth it become us 
too, in conformity to his great example, to speak compas- 
sionately, and as those that, in some measure, know the 
terror of the Lord ! O how doleful is the case, when we 
consider the inconsistent notions of many, with, not this 
or that particular doctrine, or article of the Christian faith, 
but with the whole sum of Christianity, the atheism of 
some, the avowed mere theism of others ! The former sort 
far outdoing the Jewish infidelity. Which people, besides 
the rational means of demonstrating a Deity common to 
them with the rest of mankind, could, upon the account of 
many thin^ peculiar to themselves, be in no suspense con- 
cerning this matter. How great was their reverence of the 
books of the Old Testament, especially those of Moses ! 
their knowledge most certain of plain, and most convincing 
matter of fact. How>long the government of their nation 
had been an immediate theocracy ! what evident tokens of 
the Divine presence had been among them from age to 
age ! in how wonderful a manner they were brought out 
of E^rpt, through the Red sea, and conducted all along 
through the wilderness ! how glorious an appearance and 
mani&station of himself Grod afforded to them at the 
giving of the law, upon mount Sinai ! and by how appa- 
rent exertions of the Divine power the former inhabitants 
were expelled, and they settled in the promised laendl 
Upon all this they could be in no more doubt concerning 
the existence of a Deity, than of the sun in the firmament. 
Whereas we are put to prove, in a Christian nation, that 
this world, and its continual successive inhabitants, have 
a wise intelligent Maker and Lord,* and that all things 
came not into the state wherein they are, by (no man can 
imagine what) either fatal necessity or casualty. 

But both sorts agree in (what I would principally re- 
mark^ the disbelief of Christ being the Messiah. And so, 
with both, the whole business of Christianity must be a 
fyble and a cheat. And thus it is determined, not by men 
that have made it their business to consider and examine 
the matter, (for the plain evidence of things cannot but 
even obtrude a conviction upon any diligent inquirer,) 
but by such as have only resolved to consider ; who have 
before-hand settled their purpose, never to be awed by the 
^prehension of an invisible Ruler, into any course of life 
toat shall bear hard upon sensual mcAma.tioa.V'dN^^^aji^ 
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tite, and are so habituated to that mean servilitjr, made it 
80 connatural, so deeply inward to themselves, so much 
their very life, as that through the pre-ap{)rehended pain 
and uneasiness of a violent rupture, m tearing themselves 
from themselves, it is become their interest not to ad- 
mit any serious th ught. Any such thought they are con- 
cerned (they reckon) to fence against, as against the point 
of a sword; it strikes at their only life, the brute must die, 
that (by a happy vaXiyYevioia) they may be again bom men. 
That is the design of Christianity, to restore men to them- 
selves again ; and because it hath tliis tendency, it is there- 
fore not to be endure^. And all tlie little residue of hu- 
man wit which is yet left them, (which because the sensual 
nature is predominant, is pressed into a subserviency to 
the interest and defence of a brutal life,) only serves them 
to turn every thing of serious religion into ridicule, and 
being themselves resolved never to be reasoned into any 
seriousness, they have the confidence to make the trial, 
whether all odier men can be jested out of it. 

If this were not the case, if such persons could dAloy^ 
themselves to think, and debate the matter, how certain 
would the victory, how glorious would the triumph be, of 
the Christian religion over all the little cavils they are 
wont to allege against it ! Let their own consciences tes- 
tify in the case, whether ever they have applied themselves 
to any solemn disquisition concerning this miportant affair, ' 
but only contented themselves with being able, amidst 
transient discourse, to cast out, now and then, some oblique 
glance, against somewhat or other that was appendant, or 
more remotely belonging, to the Christian profession, (in 
so much haste as not to stay for an answer,} and because 
they may have surprised, sometimes, one or other, not so 
ready' at a quick repartee, or who reckoned the matter to 
require solemn and somewhat larger discourse, (which 
they have not had the patience to hear,) whether they have 
not gone away puft and swollen with the conceit, that they 
have whiffled Christianity away, quite off the stage, with 
dieir profane breath ; as if its firm and solid strength, 
wherem it stands stable, as a rock of adamant, depended 
upon this or that sudden, occasional, momentaiy efibrt on 
the behalf of it. But if such have a mind to try whether 
any thing can be strongly said in defence of that sacred 
professi(m, let them considerately loeixikSi&^Yi'aX VAS^Xsft^tv 
written by diren to that purpose, knd woxxo «x^5fc%^^C«iK«s^ 
im BDf very tedious l(»ig60ttke tisk, Vi tiJac^^iifc^M^^^'*^^ 
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through the somewhat abstruser work of the most learned 
Hugo Grotios, de Veritate ChristiansB Religionis, or the 
more volaminous Haetius, his Demonstratio Evangelica,or 
divers others that might be named, let them but patiently 
and leisurely read over that later venr plain and clear, but 
nervous and solid, discourse of Dr. Parker, upon this sub- 
ject, and judge then, whether the Christian religion want 
evidence, or whether nothing can be alleged, why we of 
this age, so long after Christ^ appearance upon the stage 
of the world, are to reckon ourselves obliged to profess 
Christianity, and observe the rules of that holy profession. 
And really if, upon utmost search, it shall be found to 
have firm truth at tne bottom, it makes itself so necessary, 
(which must be acknowledged part of that truth,) that any 
one that hath wit enough to be author of a jest, might un- 
derstand it to be a thing not to be jested with. It trifles 
with no man. And where it is once sufficiently propounded, 
leaves it no longer indifferent whether wq will he of it or 
no. Supposing it true, it is strange if we can pretend it 
not to be sufficiently propounded to us ; or that we are des- 
titute of sufficient means to come by the knowledge of that 
truth 1 Was this religion institutea only for one nation or 
age 7 Did the Son of G^ descend from heaven, put on 
flesh, and diel had we an incarnate Deity conversant 
among men on earth, and made a sacrifice for the sins of 
men 1 and hath he left the world at liberty, whether upon 
any notice hereof, they should inquire and concern them- 
selves about him or no 1 Being incarnate he could not, as 
such, be every where ; nor was it fit he should be long 
here, or needful (and, therefore, not fit) he should die 
often. It was condescension enough that he vouchsafed 
once to appear, in so mean and self-abasing a form, 
and offered himself to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself. And whereas he hath himself founded a domin- 
ion over us in his own blood, did die, and revive, and rise 
again, that he might be Lord of the living and of the dead ; 
and the eternal ^ther hath hereupon highly exalted him, 
given him a name above every name, that at his name 
every knee should bow, and that all should confess that 
he is Lord, to the praise and glory of Gk>d ; and hath re- 
quired that all .should honour the Son as himself is to be 
honoareA ; hath given him power over all flesh, and made 
Aim bead of all things to the church: wa;&\l tver intended 
■Qien should, generally , remain exempt liom o\A\^'bX\ot:l \» 
oAserve, believe, and obey him 1 'wa&iX b^orvnimvuixi^sft. 
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to waive, or not insist upon, his own most sacred, and so 
dearly acquired rights 1 to quit his claim to the ^eatest 
part of mankind 1 Why did he then issue out his com- 
mission as soon as he was risen from the dead, to teach all 
nations, to prosel3rte the world to himself, to baptize them 
into his name, (with that of the Father and the Holy 
Ghost 1 O the great and venerable names that are namea 
apon professing Christians !) Could it be his intention, to 
leave it lawful to men to choose this, or any, or no religion, 
as their humours, or fancies, or lusts should prompt them: 
to disregard and deride his holy doctrines, violate and 
trample upon his just and equal laws, reject and contemn 
his offered favours and mercy, despise and profane his 
sacred institutions ! When he actually makes his demand, 
and lays his claim, what amazing guilt, how swift de- 
struction, must they incur, that dare adventure to deny the 
Lord that bought them ! And they that shall do it, among 
a Christianized people, up<m the pretended insufficiency 
of the revelation thev have of him, do but heighten the 
affront and increase the provocation. 'Tis to charge the 
whole Christian institution with foolery, as pretending to 
oblige men, when they cannot know to wnat, how, or 
upon what ground they should be obliged ; to pronoiuce 
the means and methods inept, and vain, which he hath 
thought sufficient (and only fit) for the propagating and 
continuing Christianity in the world ; to render the ra- 
tional receptionof it from age to age impossible, in his ap- 
pointed way ; or unless men should be taught by angeiis, 
or voices from heaven, or that miracles should be so very 
frequent and common, as thereby also to become useless 
to their end; and so would be to make the whole frame of 
Christian religion an idle impertinency ; and, in reference 
to its avowed design, a self-repugnant thing ; and conse- 
quently were to impute folly to him who is the Wisdom of 

And how are other things known, of common concern- 
ment, and whereof an immediate knowledge is as lit le 
possible ? Can a man satisfy himself that he hath a title 
to an estate, conveyed down to him by very ancient wri- 
tings, the witnesses whereof are long since dead and gone 1 
or that he is obliged by laws made many an age ago 1 Or 
could any records be preserved with more care and con- 
cern, than those wherein our religion \ies'\ oxYife xasst^^; 
rare from designed or material depravaXioti'l ^\>X ^"^.'^^ 
noplace to reason these things. EnougVi is sa.\A.\ii o^«t&> 
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referred to before. I only farther saj^ if any that have th^ 
use of their understandings, living in a Cluristian nation, 
think to justify their infidelity and disobedience to the Son ' 
of God, by pretending they had no sufficient means to 
know him to be so, the excuse will avail them alike, as 
that did him, who insolently said, Who is the Lord, that 
I should obey his voice 1 I know not the Lord, neither 
will I, &c. For have not we as good means to knovr who 
Christ is, as the Egyptians at that time had, to know who 
was the Qod of Israel, though afterwards he was more 
known by the judgments which he executed 1 Although 
the knowledge of the only true Gkxi be natural, and the 
obli^tion thereto common to them ; yet the indisposition 
tO'Use their understanding this way, is so great and gene- 
ral, and the express revelation that Jesus Christ was the 
Son of God, requires so much less labour to understand it, 
than there is in ar|[uing out the existence and attributes of 
Gk)d, by an inhabile, sluggish mind, that the difference 
cannot be great, if any, on that side. This latter onlr 
needs the inquiry, whence the revelation comes ; which 
as it is not difficult in itself, so this occasion, viz. of its 
being proposed, doth invite and urge to it ; whereas the 

fencrality of the pagan world have little of external in- 
ucement, leading them into inquiries concerning the true 
Gk)d. Therefore, all circumstances considered, I see not 
how they that live under the Grospel can be thought to 
have less advantage and obligation to own Jesus of Naza- 
reth to be the Son of God, thsui the rest of the world, 
to own the only living and true Qod ; or that the former 
should be less uable t6 the revelation of the wrath of Qod 
from heaven for holding supematui'al truth in unrighteous- 
ness, than the other, fordomg so injurious violence to that 
which is merely natural. Unto what severities, then, of 
the Divine wrath and jastice, even of the highest kind, do 
multitudes lie open in our days. 

For besides those (much fewer) mental, or notional, in- 
fidels, that believe not the principles of the Christian re- 
ligion, asainst the clearest evidence, how vastly greater is 
the number of them that are so in heart and practice, 
against their professed belief! that live in utter estrange- 
ment fVom Gk>d, as without him in the world, or in open 
enmity against him, and contrariety to the known rule of 
ihe religion they profess ! How many xYiaX xmderstand 
nothing of its principal and plamcst. AocVcm«a\ ^^ \i 
nothing were requisite to distinguish tlie C^ixSsxiwi ttom. 
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the pagan world, more than an empty name ; or as if the 
Redeemer of sinners had died upon the cross, that men 
might more securely remain alienated from the life of God, 
not to reconcile and reduce them to him ! or that they 
might with safety indulge appetite, mind earthly things, 
make the world their god, gratify the flesh, and make pro- 
▼ision to fulfil the lusts of it, defy heayen, affront tndr 
Maker, liye in malice, envy, hatred to one another ! not 
to bless them, by turning them from these impieties and 
iniquities I As ii it were so obscurely hinted, as that it 
could not be taken notice of, that the grace of Gkd, which 
bringeth salyation to all men hath appeared, teaching them 
to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to liye soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world, so looking 
for the blessed hope. And that Christ gaye himself for 
ns, to redeem us irom all iniquity, and to purify us to him- 
self a peculiar people, zealous of good woncs ! How many, 
again, are Christians, they know not why ! upon the same 
terms that others are Mahometans, because it is the re-* 
ligion of their country, by fate or by accident, not by their 
own choice and judgment! The same inconsideration 
makes them be Christians, that makes others be none. 

And now, shall our Redeemer be left to weep alone oyer 
these perishing souls 1 haye we no tears to spend upon 
this doleftil subject 1 Oh that our heads were waters, and 
our eyes fountains ! Is it nothing to us, that multitudes 
are smking, going down into perdition, under the name 
of Christian, under the seal of baptism, from imder the 
means of life and salyation ! perisning ! and can we do 
nothing to preyent it? We know ihey must perish that 
dor not repent and turn to Gk)d, and loye him aboye all, 
eyen with all their hearts and souls, and mind and might; 
that do not belieye in his Son and pay him homage, as 
their rightful Lord, sincerely subjectmg themselyes to his 
laws and goyemment. But this they will not understand, 
or not consider. Our endeayours to bring them to it, are 
ineffectual, 'tis but faint breath we utter. Our words drop 
and die between us and them ! We speak to them in the 
name of the eternal God that made them, of the great 
Jesus who bought them with his blood, and they regard it 
not. The ^iritof the Lord is in a great degree departed 
from among us, and we take it not to heart ! We are sen- 
sible of lesser g^ieyances, are grieyed thai metL-^iSXTkoxXA 
mare eatirelv proselyted to our seyeral paxlie^ «xA ^"t- 
soBskms, rather than that they are so disinc\ia«^ \x>^^QCKSf&& 
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proselytes to real ChristianUp ; and seem more deeply 
concerned to have Christian religion so or so modified, 
than whether there shall be any such thing! or whether 
men be saved by it or lost ! 

This sad ease, that so many were likely to be lost under 
the first sound of the Gospel ; and the most exemplary 
temper of oar blessed Lord in reference to it, are repre- 
senfed in the following treatise ; with design to excite their 
care for their own souls, who need to be warned, and the 
compassions of others for them who are so little apt to 
take warning. The good Lord ^rant that it may be, some 
way or other, useful for good ! 

JOHN HOWE. 



\ 



REDEEMER'S TEARS 

WEPT OVER LOST SOULS. 



/ 



LUK£ XIX. 41, 42. 

AND WHBM HB WAjS COMB MBAR, HB BBHBLD THB CITT, AM) WEPT OVBI 
IT, SATING, IF TbOU BADST KNOWN, BVBN THOU, AT LBAST IN THII 
THY DAT, THB THINQS WHICH BBLONO UNTO THT FBACB t BUT HOK 
THBT ABB HID FROM THINB BTB8. 

We have here a compassionate lamentation in the mids 
of a solemn triumph. Our Lord's approach unto Jerusa 
lem at this time, and his entrance into it, (as the foregoinc 
history shows,) carried with them some face of regal anc 
thun4)hal pomp, but with such aUa3rs, as discovered 8 
mind most remote from ostentation ; and led by judgment 
(not vain-glory,^ to transmit through a dark umbrage some 
glimmerings only of that excellent majesty which both his 
sonship and his mediatorship entitled him unto; a very 
modest and mean specimen of his true indubious royaltj 
t and kingly state ; such as might rather intimate than 

]^ainly cteiclare it, and rather afiord an after-instruction tc 
teachable minds, than beget a present conviction anddrea<] 
in the stupidly obstinate and unteachable. And this effect 
we find it nad, as is observed by another evangelical histo- 
rian ; who relating the same matter, how in ms passage tc 
Jerusalem the people met him with branches of palm- 
trees and jojrful hosannas, he riding upon an ass's colt, 
(as princes or judges, to signify meekness as much as state. 
were wont to do, Judges v. 10.) tells us, these things his 
disciples understood not at the first, but when Jesus wai 
glorified, then remembered they that these thm!e& ^e« 
written of him, and that they bad done xkesi^ >Cti^£is^ "osS 
Jum, John xii, 16, For great legaxd N<r«&^[^»ji Ssi^^>a&%^ 
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all the acts of his life and ministry, to that last and con- 
clasi^e part, his dying a sacrifice upon the cross for the 
sins of men ; to observe all along that mediocrity, and steer 
that middle coarse between obscurity and a terrifying, 
overpowering glory, that this solemn oblation of himself 
might neither be prevented, nor be disregarded. Agreeably 
to tiiis design^ and the rest of his course, he doth, in this 
solemnity, rather discover his royal state and digni^ by 
a dark emblem, than by an express representation; and 
shows in it more of meekness and humility, than of awful 
majesty and magnificence, as was formerly predicted, 
Zech. ii. 9. Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 4ion ; shout, 
O daughter of Jerusalem : behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee : he is just, and having salvation ; lowly, and riding 
upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

And how little he was taken in this piece of state, is 
sufiiciently to be seen in this paragraph of the chapter. 
His mind is much more taken up in the foresight of Jeru- 
salem's sad case ; and therefore being come within view 
of it, (which he might very commodiously have in the de- 
scent of the higher opposite hill, mount Olivet,) he beheld 
the city, 'tis said, ana wept over it. Two things concur to 
make up the cause of this sorrow : — 1. The greatness of 
the calamity ; Jerusalem, once so dear to Qod, was to suf- 
fer, not a scar, but a ruin ; — " The days shall come upon 
thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and 
compass thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even 
with the ground, and thy children within thee ; and they 
shall not leave in thee one stone upon another :" and— 3. 
The lost opportunity of preventing it; — "If thou hadst 
known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things 
which belong unto thy peace i but now they are hid firom 
thine eves," ver. 42. And again, " Thou knewest not the 
time of thy visitation.'' 

JFKrst, The calamity was greater in his eyes, than it can 

be in ours. His large and comprehensive mina could take 

the compass of this sad case. Our thoughts cannot reach 

far, yet we can apprehend what may make this case veiy 

deplorable ; we can consider Jerusalem as the city of the 

^eat'King, where was the palace and throne of the Ma- 

i^ty of heaven, vouchsafing to ** dwell with men on earth." 

Mere the Divme lijght and glory had long shone ; here was 

t6e sacred Sbechmabf the dwelling |»Bbce of the Most 

-B^ji, the symbol of his presence, the seat oi^oi^ka^,^(2taib 

•»«nc?f-«flai^ ttg jdace of Teceiving addresses, «xu9l o\ ^ 
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pensing fayours ; " The house of prayer for all nations." 
To bis own people this was the city of their solemnities, 
whither the tribes were wont to go up, the tribes of the 
Lord, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto 
the name of the Lord : for there were set thrones of judg- 
ment, the thrones of the house of David, Psal. cxxii. 4, 5. 
He that was so great a lover of the souls of men, how 
grateful and dear to his heart had the place been where 
through the succession of many by-past ages the great Gkxl 
did use (though more obscurely) to unfold his kind pro- 
pensions towards sinners, to nold solemn treaties with 
them, to make himself known, to draw and allure souls 
into his own holy worship and acquaintance ! And that 
now the dismal prospect presents itself of desolation and 
ruin, ready to overwhelm all this glory ! and lay waste ^ 
dwelling of Divine love ! his sorrow must be conceived 
proportionable to the greatness of this desolating chan^. 
Secondlyt And the opportimity of prevention was quite 
lost! There was an opportunity: "He was sent to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel: he came to them as his 
own." Had they received him, O how jo3rful a place had 
Jerusalem been ! How glorioas had the triumpns of God 
been there, had they repented, believed, obeyed 1 These 
were the " things that belonged to their peace ;" this was 
their opportuni^, their " day of visitation ;" these were the 
things that mient have been done within that day : but it 
was now too late, their day was over, and the things of 
their peace hid from their eyes ; and how fervent wei e his 
desires, they had done otherwise ! taken the wise and safe 
course. Ii thou hadst known ! the words admit the op- 
tative form, d being put, as 'tis observed to be sometimes 
with other authors, for fi0c, utinam; O that thou hadst 
known, I wish thou hadst ; his sorrow must be proportion- 
able to his love. Or othei^irise we may conceive the sen- 
tence incomplete, part cut off by a more emphatical apo- 
siopesiSf tears interrupting speech, and imposing a more 
speaking silence, which imports an affection beyond all 
words. They that were ancientlj^ so over-officious as to 
rase those words " and wept over it" out of the canon, as 
thinking it unworthy so divine a person to shed tears, did 
greatly err, not knowiog the Scriptures, (which elsewhere 
speak of our Lord's weeping,) nor the power of Divine 
love, (now become incarnate,) nor indeed the true ^rfec- 
tions and properties of human nature*. oV^ct'wSsfc^^^'^o^- 
never taken upon them to refoxni \ivfc Qtos^^^xv^'^*^^^ 



IG THE redeemer's TEARS 

not only Christianity, but Christ himself, to the measares 
and square of their stoical philosophy : but these hare also 
met with a like ancient confutation. 

One thing (before we proceed) needs some disaoisition, 
viz. — ^Whether this lamentation of our blessed Lord do refer 
only or ultimately to the temporal calamity he foresaw 
coming upon Jerusalem : — or whether it had not a further 
and more principal reference to their spiritual and eter- 
nal miseries that were certain to be concomitant, and con- 
sequent thereunto 1 Where let it be considered, 

1. That very dreadful spiritual plagues and judgments 
did accompany their destruction very generally; which 
eyery one knows who is acquainted with their aner-story. 
t. e. that takes notice what spirit reigned among them, ana 
what their behaviour Was towards our Lord mmself, and 
ajfterwards towards his apostles and discinles all along to 
Uieir fearful catastrophe ; (as it may be collected from the 
sacred records, and other history;) what blindness of mind, 
what hardness of heart, what mighty prejudice, what in- 
flexible obstinacy, against the clearest light, the lar|^ 
mercy, the most perspicuous and most gracious doctrme, 
and the most glorious works, wrought to confirm it, against 
the brightest beams and evidences of the Divine truth, 
love, and power ! what persevering impenitency and infi- 
delity against Gbd and Christ, proceeding from the bitterest 
enmity ! (Ye have both seen and hated me and my Father, 
John zy. 24.) what mad rage and fury against one another, 
even when death and destruction were at the very door ! 
Here were all the tokens imaginable of the most tremen- 
dous infatuation, and of their being forsaken of Qod. Here 
was a concurrence of all kinds of spiritual judgments in 
the highest degree. 

2. That the concomitancy of such spiritual evils with 
their temporal destruction, our Lord foreknew as well as 
their temporal destruction itself It lay equally in view 
before him; and was as much imder his eye. He that 
knew what was in man, could as well tell what would be 
in him. And by the same light by which he could imme- 
diately look into hearts, he could as well see into futuri- 
ties, and as well the one futurity as the other. The know- 
ledge of the one he did not owe to his human understand- 
in|f : to his 'divine understanding, whereby he knew all 

tilings, the other could not be hid. 
S. The connexion between tl^e im^mlenc^ viA \Sk&- 
delity that prove to be final, and et^TnalxMSCt^^Ss^EMs^rDk 



WIFT OTKR LOIT tOULS. 17 

to US all. Of his knowledge of it therefore (whose law hath 
made the connexion, besides what there is in the nature of 
the things themselves) th^re can be no doubt. 

4. Tl^t the miseries of the soul, especially such as 
prove incurable and eternal, are in themselves far the 
greatest, we all acknowledge : nor can we make a difii- 
.culty to believe, that our Lord apprehended and considered 
.things according as they were in themselves, so as to allow 
vevery thing its own proper weight and import in his esti- 
mating of themu Tnese things seem all very evident to 
any eye. Now though it be confessed not impossible, that 
^f things so distinct from one another as outward and 
temporal evils, and those that are spiritual and eternal, 
«ven befalling the same persons, one may for the present 
consider the one without attending to the other, or making 
distinct reflection thereon at the same time ; yet how un- 
likely is it, these things bordering so closely upon one an- 
other as thev did in the present case, that so comprehen- 
sive a mind as our Saviour's was, sufficiently able to en- 
close them both, and so spiritual a mind, apt no doubt to 
consider most what was in itself most considerable, should 
in a solemn lamentation of so sad a case, wholly overlook 
the saddest parL and stay his thoughts cmly upon the sur- 
face and outsine of it ! That he mentions only the ap- 
proaching outward calamity, (ver. 43, 44.) was that he 
spake in the hearing of the multitude, and upon the way, 
but in passing, when there was not opportunity for large 
discourse; and therefore he spake what might soonest 
strike their minds, was most liable to common apprehen- 
sion, and might most deeply affect ordinary, and not yet 
enough prepared, hearers. 

And he spake what he had, no doubt, a deep sense of 
himself Whatever of tender compassions mic^ht be ex- 
pected from the most perfect humanity and benignity, 
could not be wanting in him, upon the foresight of such a 
calamity as was coming upon tnat place and people. But 
yet, what was the sacking of a city, the aestroying of 
pompous buildings that were all of a perishable material, 
the mangling of human flesh, over wnich the worm was 
otherwise shortly to have had dominion ; to the alienation 
of men's minds from God, their disaflection to the only 
means of their recovery, and reconciliation to him, and 
their subjection to his wrath and cwise fox ^^«tV NRVsksv 
also it is plain he considered thaX petvex^^XfcTK^x t^l^s^a.^ 
and spirit in them, as the cause ol tiaeit ToixstX ^\ctf^\M 
2* 



18 THE redeemer's tears 

own words imply ^ that "the things which belonged to 
their peace were nid from their eyes ;" and that the things 
he foretold, should befall them, because " they knew not 
the time of their yisitation." For what could the things 
be that belonged to their peace, but turning to Gkxi, oe- 
lieyipg in himself, as the Messiah, bringing forth of fruits 
meet for repentance 1 Whence also there must be another 
latent and concealed meaning of their peace itself, than 
ODly their continued amity with the Roman state ; their 
peace with Heaven ; their being set right, and standing in 
favour and acceptance, with God. For was it ever the 
first intention of the things enjoined in Gtospel, but to 
entitle men to earthly secular benefits 1 

Nor can we doubt but the same things lay deep in the 
mind of our blessed Lord, when he uttered these words, 
as when he spake those so very like them. Matt, xziii. 37, 
38. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the pro- 
phets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children together even as a hen 

fithereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not I 
ehold, your house is left unto you desolate. These other 
were not spoken indeed at the same time, but very soon 
after : those we are considering, in his way to ^e city, 
these when he was come into it; most probably, by the 
series of the evangelical history, the second day, after his 
having lodged the first night at Bethany. But it is plain they 
have the same sense, and that the same things lay with great 
weight upon his spirit ; so that the one passage may contri- 
bute much to the enlightening and expounding of the other. 
Now what can be meant by that, " I would have gather- 
ed you as the hen her chickens under her wings ?" Could 
it intend a political meaning; that he would have been a 
temporal prmce and saviour to them ? which he so earnestly 
declined and disclaimed ; professing to the last, his king- 
dom was not of this world. It could mean no other thing, 
but that he would have reduced them back to Grod, have 
gathered and united them under his own gracious and safe 
conduct in order thereto, have secured them from the Di- 
yine wrath and justice, and have conferred on them spi- 
ritual and eternal blessings. In a like sense their peace here 
was no doubt more principally to be understood; and 
their loss and forfeiture of it, by their not understanding 
tAe things beloDging thereto, considered and lamented. 
Therefore the principal intendment ot iYi\&\«xci&Ti\»x\ciiv. 
^ooffb directly appliea to a commoMXy, ttod^ V^<& ^tha^ 
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bodjT of a people, is equally applicable unto particular 
persons living under the Gospel, or to whom the ordinary 
means of conversion and salvation are vouchsafed^ but are 
neglected by them and forfeited. We may therefore thus 
sum up the meaning and sense of these words : — That it is 
a thing in itself very lamentable, and much lamented by our 
Lord Jesus, when such as living under the Grospel, have had 
a day of grace, and an opportunity of knowing the things 
belonging to their peace, nave so outworn that day, and lost 
their opportunity, that the things of their peace are quite 
hid from their eyes: — ^where we have these distinct heads 
of discourse to be severally considered and insisted on. 

I. What are the things necessarj to be known by such 
as live under &e Gkispel, as immediately belonging to their 
peace. 

II. That they have a day or season wherein to know 
not these things only, but the whole compass of their case, 
and what the knowledge of those things more inmiediately 
foelonginff to their peace supposes, and depends upon. 

III. That this day hath its bounds and limits, so that 
when it is over and lost*, those things are forever hid from 
their eyes. 

IV. That this is a case to be considered with deep re- 
sentment and lamentation, and was so by our Lord Jesus. 

I. What are the things necessary to be known by such 
as live under the Gtospel, as immediately belonging to 
their peace 1 Where we are more particularly to inquire, 
— 1. What those things themselves are — 2. What sort of 
knowledge of them it is that here is meant, and made 
necessary. 

1. What the things are which belong to the peace of a 
people living under the Gk)spel. The things belonging to 
a people's peace, are not throughout the same with all. 
Living, or not living, under the Grospel, makes a consider- 
able difference in the matter. Before the incarnation and 
public appearance of our Lord, something was not neces* 
sary among the Jews, that afterwards became necessary. 
It was sufficient to them before, to believe in a Messiah to 
come, more indefinitely. Afterwards he plainly tells them, 
If ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sips, 
John viii. 34. Believing in Christ cannot be necessary to 
Pagans that never heard of him, tis a duty^ howsoever ne- 
cessary it may he as a means. Their not believing isi Kvdol 
cannot be itself a sin, thou&^h by ilihey sYvowYfik. -w^dX^^isv^* 
djr for their other sins. But it more coTkccukS xs& '^^^ ^ 
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live under the Gospel, to apprehend aright what is neces- 
sary for ourselves. That is a short and full summary 
which the apK>stle gives, Acts zz. 21. Repentance towards 
Gk>d, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. The Grospel 
finds us in a state of apostacy from God, both as our so- 
vereign Ruler, and sovereign Grood, not apt to obey and 
glorify him, as the former, nor enjoy him, nor be satisfied 
in him, as the latter. Repentance towards Grod, cures and 
removes this disaffection of our minds and hearts towards 
him, under both these notions. By it the whole soul turns 
to him, with this sense and resolution : " I have been a 
rebellious, disloyal wretch, against the high authoritv and 
most rightful government of him who gave me breath, and 
whose creature I am. I will live no longer thus. Lo now 
I come back unto thee, O Lord, thou art my Lord and 
God. Thee I now design to serve and obe]^^, as the Lord 
of my life : thee I will fear ; unto thee I subject myself, to 
live no longer after my own will, but thine. I have been 
hitherto a miserable, forlorn, distressed creature, destitute 
of any thing that could satisfy me, or make me happv ; have 
set my heart upon a vain and thorny world, that had no- 
thing in it answerable to my real necessities, that hath 
flattered and mocked me often, never satisfied me, and 
been wont to requite my pursuits of satisfaction from it 
with vexation and trouble, and 'pierce me through with 
many sorrows.' I have borne in the mean time a disafl^ect- 
ed heart towards thee, have therefore cast thee out of my 
thoughts, so that amidst all my disappointments and sor- 
rows, it never came into my mind to say, * Where is God 
my maker V I could never savour any thing spiritual or 
divine, and was ever more ready, in distress, to turn myself 
any way than (that which I ought) towards thee. I now 
see and bemoan my folly, and with a convinced, self-judg- 
ing heart, betake myself to thee ; the desires of my soul 
are now unto thy name, and to the remembrance oi thee. 
Whom have I m heaven but thee, or on earth that I can 
desire besides thee 1" 

This is "repentance towards God," and is one thing 
belonging, and most simply necessary, to our peace. But 
though it be most necessary, it is not enough. It answers 
to something of our wretched case, but not to every thing. 
We were id our state of apostacy averse Eind disaffected 

fo Ood. To this evil, repentance towards hira is the op- 
posj'te &nd only proper remedy. "BviX Xjesv^L^es croct\»YB% 

'ithoat inclinaXiaa towards Mm., we axe e^som^Cfc^JcnSLm- 
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terest in him. We not only had unjustly cast off him, hut 
were also most justly cast off by him. Our injustice had 
set us against him, and his justice had set him against us; 
we need, in order to our peace wiUi him, to be relieved as 
well against his justice, as our own injustice. What if 
now we would return to him, he will not receive us % And 
he will not receive us for our own sakes. He must have 
a recompense for the wrong we had done him, by our 
rebellion against his government, and our contempt of his 
goodness. Our repentance is no expiation. Nor have we 
of our own, or were capable of oblieins^ him to give ub, 
the power and grace to repent Our high violation of the 
sacred rights and honour of the Godhead, made .it neces- 
sary, in order to our peace and reconciliation, there sh<Mild 
be a sacrifice, and a mediator between him and us. He 
hath judged it not honourable to him, not becoming him to 
treat with us, or vouchsafe us favours upon other terms. 
And since he thought it necessary to insist upon having a 
sacrifice, he judged it necessary too, to have one nronor- 
tionable to the wrong done ; lest he should make the Ma- 
jesty of heaven cheap, or occasion men to think it a light 
matter to have fundamentally overturned the common 
order which was settled between himself and men. The 
whole earth could not have afforded such a sacrifice, it 
must be supplied from heaven. His co-eternal Son made 
man, and so uniting heaven and earth in his own person, 
undertakes to be that sacrifice, and, in the virtue of it, to 
be a standing <;ontinual Mediator between Grod and us ; 
through him, and for his sake, all acts and influences of 
grace are to proceed towards us. No sin is to be forgiven, 
no grace to be conferred, but upon his account. 'Tis reck- 
oned most God-like, most suitable to the Divine greatness, 
once offended, to do nothing that shall import favour to- 
wards sinners, but upon his constant interposition. Him 
hath he set over us, and directed that all our applications 
to himself, and all our expectations from him, should be 
through him. * Him hath be exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give us repentance and remission of sins. Now 
to one so high in power over us, he expects we should pay 
a suitable homage. That homage the Holy Scripture calls 
by the name of faith, believing on him. God hath set him 
forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to de- 
clare his righteousness for the remission oC «>\si'& vW. v^^ 
past, through the forbearance of God\ \» ^^cN»x^ '^^ 

a Acta V. 81. 
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rigrbteoasness, that he might be just, and the Justifier of 
hiin which believeth in Jesus, Rom. iii. ^, 26. So that 
when by repentance we turn to Gk)d, as our end, we must 
also apply ourselves by faith, to our Lo^d Jesus Christ, as 
our way to that end. Which, till we ao, we are in reM- 
lion still, and know not what belongs to our peace. He in- 
sists that his Son, into whose hands he hath committed our 
affairs, should be honoured by us, as he himself requires 
to be, John v. 23. 

Now these two things sum up our part of the coyenant 
between God and us. By repentance we again take Grod 
for our G^. Repenting we return to him as our God. 
By faith we take nis son for our Prince and Sayiour. 
These things, by the tenor of the evangelical covenant, 
are required of us. Peace is settled between God and us, 
(as it is usually with men towards one another after mu- 
tual hostilities) by striking a covenant. And in our case, 
it is a covenant by sacrifice, as you have seen. Nor are 
harder terms than these imposed upon us. Dost thou now, 
sinner, apprehejyl thyself gone off from Qod 1 and find a 
war is commenced and on toot, between Qod and thee 1 He 
can easily conquer and crush thee to nothing, but he offsrs 
thee terms of peace, upon which he is willing to enter in- 
to covenant with thee. Dost thou like his terms 1 Art 
thou willing to return to him, and take him again for thy 
Qod 1 To resign and commit thyself with unfeigned trust 
and subjection into the hands of his Son thy Redeemer % 
" These are the things which belong to thy peace." See 
that thou now know them. 

2. But what knowledge of them is it that is here meant ? 
The thing speaks itself. It is not a mere contemplative 
knowledge. We must so know them as to do them; other- 
wise the increase of knowledge is the increase of sorrow. 
Thy guilt and misery will be the greater. To know any 
thing that concerns our practice, is to no purpose if we do 
not practice it. It was a Hebrew form of speech, and is 
a common form, by words of knowledge to imply practice. 
It being taken for granted that in matters so very reason- 
able and important, if what we are to do once be rightly 
known, it will be done. Thus elsewhere the same 
great requisites to eternal life and blessedness are ex- 
pressed by our Lord. This is life eternal, to know thee 
iAe only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent: 
// being supposed and taken for ^TMile^\!kiaX«.VrQA,\vrid 
Jraofvledge of God and Christ -wiU imm^^^aXje^^ ionsi^t^ 
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sotil to all suitable dispositions and deportments towards 
the one and the other; and consequently to all men also, 
as Christian precepts do direct to lUl the acts of sobriety, 
justice, and charity, unto which the law of Christ obliges. 
An habitual course of sin in any kind, is inconsistent 
with this knowledge of the things of our peace, and there- 
fore with our peace itself. All sin is in a true sense re- 
ducible to ignorance; and customary sinning into total 
destitution of Divine knowledge. According to the usual 
style of the sacred writings, 1 Cor. xv. 34. Awake to 
righteousness, and sin not ; for some have not the know- 
ledge of Gfod. 3 John ii. He that sinneth, i, e. that is a 
doer of sin, b KcucmoicHvj a worker of iniquity^ hath not seen 
God. 

Ii. Such as live under the Grospel have a day, or a 
present opportunity, for the obtaining the knowledge of 
these things immediately belonging to their peace, and of 
whatsoever is besides necessary thereunto. I say nothing 
what opportunities they have who never lived under the 
Gospel who yet no doubt might generally know more 
than they do; and know better what they do know. It 
suffices us who enjoy the Gk)spel, to understand our own ad- 
vantages thereby. Nor, as to those who do enjoy it, is 
every one's day of equal clearness. How few in compa- 
rison, have ever seen such a day as Jerusalem at this time 
did ! made by the immediate beams of the Sun of righte- 
ousness 1 our Lord himself vouchsafing to be their In- 
structor, so speaking as never man did; and with such 
authority as far outcUd their other teachers, and astonished 
the hearers. In what trans^rts did he use to leave those that 
heard him, wheresoever he came, wondering at the gra- 
cious words that came out of his mouth ! And wi^h what 
mighty and beneficial works was he wont to recommend 
his doctrine, shining in the glorious power, and savouring 
of the abimdant mercy of heaven, so as every apprehen- 
sive mind might see the Deity was incarnate, God was 
come down to treat with men, and allure them into the 
knowledge and love of himself. The word was made 
flesh. What unprejudiced mind might not perceive it to 
be so 1 He was there manifested and veiled at once ; both 
expressions are used concerning the same matter. The 
Divine beams were somewhat obscured, but did yet ray 
through that vail : so that >> his glory was he\i<&Vi %& ^I^a 

b John L U. 
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glory of the onl^ begotten Son of the Father, full of graci 
and truth. This Sun shone with a mild and benign, but 
with a powerful, vivify in«: light. In him was life, and 
that life was the light of men. Such a light created 
unto the Jews this their day. Happy Jews, if they 
had understood their own happiness ! And the days that 
followed, to them (for a while) and the gentile world were 
not inferior, in some respects brighter and more glorious, 
(the more copious gift of the Holy Ghost being reservea 
unto the crowning and enthroning of the victorious Re- 
deemer,) when the everlasting Grospel flew like lightning 
to the uttermost ends of the earth ; and the word * which be- 
gan to be spoken by the Lord himself, was confirmed by 
them that heard him, God also himself bearing them wit- 
ness, with signs, and wonders, and gifts of the Holy 
Ghost. No such day hath been seen this many an age. 
Yet whithersoever this same Gospel, for substanice, comes, 
it also makes a day of the same Kind, and affords always 
true, though diminished light; whereby, however, the 
things of our peace might be understood and known. The 
written Gospel varies not; and if it be but simply and 
plainly proposed, (though to some it be proposed with more 
advantage, to some with less, yet,) still we have the same 
things immediately relating to our peace extant before our 
eyes ; and divers things besides, which it concerns us to be 
acquainted with, that we may the more distinctly and to 
better purpose understand these things. For instance, 

1. We have the true and distinct state of the quarrel 
between Gtod and us. Pagans have understood somewhat 
of the apostacy of man from God ; that he is not in the 
same state wherein he was at first. But while they have 
understood that something was amiss, they could scarce 
tell what. The Gk)spel reveals the universal pravity of the 
degenerate nature even of all men, and of every faculty 
in man. ^ That there is none that doth good ; no not one; 
and that every one is altogether become filthy and impure, 
that there is an* entire old man to be put off, wholly cor- 
rupt by deceivable lusts; that the &rpdiroXff, the noblest pow- 
ers, are vitiated, the mind and conscience defiled ; that the 
spirit of the mind needs renewing, is sunk into carnality; 
and that the carnal 'mind is enmity against Gtod, and is 
not subject to his law, nor can be, nor capable of savour- 
ingthe things of God ; that the sinner is in the flesh, und^ 

e Heb. ii 4, ii'^nm.m. 
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the domi^on of power, and in the possession of the fleshly, 
sensaal nature, and can therefore neither obey Qod, nor 
enjoy him : that it is become impossible to him either to 
please Gk)d, or be pleased with him. That the sinner's 
quarrel therefore with Qod is about the most appropriate 
rights of the Gk)dhead; the controversy is who shall be 
G^, which is the supreme authority, and which is i^e su- 
preme good. The former peculiarity of the Gk)dhead, the 
lapsed creature is become so insolent, as to usurp and ar- 
rogate to himself. When he is become so much less than 
a man (a very beast) he will be a god. His sensual will 
shall be his only law. He lives and walks after the flesh, 
serves divers lusts and pleasures, and says, '* Who is the 
Ijord over me V* But being conscious that he is not self- 
sufficient, that he must be beholden to somewhat foreign to 
himself for his satisfaction, and finding nothing else suit- 
able to his sensual inclination; that other divine pecu- 
liarity, to be the supreme good, he places upon the sensi- 
ble world ; and for tnis purpose that shall be his god ; so 
that between himself and the world he attempts to share 
the undivided GkMlhead. This is a controversy of a high 
nature, and about other meitters than even the Jewish 
Rabbins thought of, who, when Jerusalem was destroyed, 
supposed Qod was angry with them for their neglect of the 
recitation of their phylacteries morning and evening; or 
that they were not respectful enough of one another; or 
that distance enough was not observed between superiors 
and inferiors, &c. The gospel impleads men as rebels 
against their rightful Lord ; but of this treason against 
the Majes^ of heaven men little suspect themselves till 
they are told. The Gk>8pel tells them so plainly, represents 
the matter in so clear light, that they need only to contte- 
plate themselves in that light, and they may see that so it 
IS. Men may indeed, by resolved, stiff winking, create to 
themselves a darkness amidst the clearest light. But open 
thine eyes man, thou that livest under the gospel, set thy- 
self to view thine own soul, thou wilt find it is day with 
thee ; thou hast a day, by being under the Gospel, and light 
enough to see that this is the posture of thy soul, and the 
state of thy case Gk)d-ward. And it is a great matter to- 
wards the understanding the things of thy peace, to know 
aright what is the true state of the quarrel between Qod 
and thee. 

8. The Gospel aflbrds light to know -^Y^aX^'feSswa ^^^ 
ibJs quarrel is sure to be, if it go on, axki^LXYiCw'^ ^ciX^ 
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conciliation. Il gives as other and plainer accounts of the 
punishment of the other world, more folly represents the 
extremitjr and perpetui^ of the future miseries, and state 
of perdition appointed for the ungodly world ; speaks out 
concerning the < " Tophet prepared of old, the ^ lake of 
fire and brmistone ;" shows the miseries of that state to be 
the immediate effects of Divine displeasure ; that " the 
breath of the Almigh^ as a river of brimstone" always 
foments those flames ; that " indijgnation and wrath cause* 
the tribulation and anguish" which must be the portion of 
evil doers ; and how k " fearful a thing it is to fall into the 
hands of the living God !" Qives us to understand what 
accession men's own unaltered vicious habits will have to 
their miseries ; their own outrageous lusts and passions, 
which here they made it their business to satisfy, becoming 
their insatiable tormentors ; that they are to receive i " the 
things done in the body, according to what they have done ; 
and that »» " what they have sowed, the same also they are 
to reap ;" and what their own guilty reflections will con- 
tribute, the bitings and gnawings of the worm that dies 
not, the venomous corrosions of the viper bred in their 
own bosoms, aiid now become a full-grown serpent ; what 
the society and insnltation of devils, with whom they are 
to partake in woes and torments, and by whom they have 
been seduced and trained into that cursed partnership and 
communion ; and that this fire wherein they are to be tor- 
mented together, is to be everlasting, " a fire never to be 
quenched." If men be left to their own conjectures only, 
touching the danger they incur by continuing and keeping 
up a war with heaven, and are to make their own hell, ana 
that it be the creature only of their own imagination ; 'tis 
like they will make it as easy and favourable as they can ; 
and so are little likely to be urged earnestly to sue for 
peace by the imaginauon of a tolerable hell. But if they 
understand it to be altogether intolerable, this may make 
them bestir themselves, and think the favour of Gk>d worth 
the seeking[. The Gk>spel imports favour and kindness to 
you, when it imports most of terror, in telling jou so plain- 
hr the worst of your case if you go on in a smful course. 
tt makes you a day, by which you may make a truer judg- 
ment of tne blackness, darkness, and horror of that ever- 
lasting night that is coming on upon you : and lets you 
know that black and endless night is introduced by a ter- 
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rible preceding day, that day of the Lord the business 
whereof is judgment. They that live under the Gkxspel 
cannot pretend they are in darkness so as that day should 
overtake them as a thief; and that, by surprise, they should 
be doomed and abandoned to the regions of darkness. 
The Qospel forewarns you plainly of all this ; which it 
does not merely to fright and torment you before the time, 
but that you may steer your course another way, and es- 
cape the place and state of torment. It only says this that 
it may render the more acceptable to you what it hath to 
say besides ; and only threatens you with these things if 
there be no reconciliation between God and you. But uen 
at the same time, 

3. It also represents Gkxl to you as reconcileable through 
a Mediator. In that Gospel " peace is preached to vou, 
by Jesus Christ." That GA)spel lets you see God in Cnrist 
reconciling the world unto himself, that sin may not be 
imputed to them. That Grospel proclaims glory to God in 
the highest, peace on earth, good will towards men. So 
did the voices of angels sum up the glad tiding of the 
Gtospel, when that Prince of peace was bom into the 
world. It tells you " God desires not the death of sinners, 
but that they may turn and live ;" that he would " have all 
men be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth;" 
that he is " long-sufiering towards them, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance," 
that he "so loved the world that he^ave his only-begotten 
Son, that whosoever believes on him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life."^ The rest of the world can't but 
collect, from darker intimations, God's favourable propen- 
sions towards them. He spares them, is patient towards 
them, that herein " his goodness might lead them to re- 
pentance." He sustains them, lets them dwell in a world 
which they might understand was of his making, and 
whereof he is absolute Lord. "They live, move, and 
have their being in him, that they mignt seek after him, 
and by feeling find him out." He doth them " good, gives 
them rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling their 
hearts with food and gladness." He lets " his sun shine 
on them," whose far extended beanis show forth his kind- 
ness and benignity to men, even " to the utmost ends of 
Uie earth. For there is no speech or language whither his 
line and circle reaches not." But thos;^ w^ViXsx ^xsiJ^ «sA. 
glimmering beams ui comparison. oilYkOSfc^^^Ksaa^^''^ 
the Sun of righteousness ilirougVi XYift ^os^-x^^^^^^ssi 
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and in respect of that divine glory which appears in the 
face of Jesus Christ. How clearly doth the light of this 
gospel-day reveal God's design of reducing sinners, and 
reconciling them to himself by a Redeemer ! How canst 
thou but say, sinner, thou hast a day of it 1 and clear aay- 
light showmg thee what the good and acceptable will of 
God towards thee is 7 Thou art not left to guess only 
thou mayst be reconciled and find mercy, and to grope and 
feel thy way in the dark, unless it be a darkness of thy 
own making. And whereas a sinner, a disloyal rebellious 
creature, that hath affronted the Majesty oi heaven, and 
engaged against himself the wrath and justice of his Maker, 
ana is unable t(» make him any recompense, can have no 
reason to hope 3od will show him mercy, and te recon- 
ciled to him for his own sake, or for any thing he can do 
to oblige or induce him to it ; the same gospel shows you 
plainly, it is for the Redeemer's sake, and what he hath 
«lone and suffered to procure it. But inasmuch also as the 
sinner may easily apprehend, that it can never answer the 
necessities of his state and case, that God only be not his 
enemy, that he forbear hostilities towards him, pursue him 
not with vengeance to his destruction. For he finds him- 
self an indigent creature, and he needs somewhat beyond 
what he hath ever yet met with to make him happy ; that 
it is uneasy and grievous to wander up and down with 
craving desires among varieties of objects that look spe- 
ciously, but which, either he cannot so far compass as to 
make a trial what there is in them, or wherewith, upon 
trial, he finds himself mocked and disappointed, and tnat 
really they have nothing in them ; he finds himself a mor- 
tal creature, and considers that if he had all that he can 
covet in this world, the increase of his present enjoyments 
doth but increase unto him trouble and anguish of heart, 
while he thinks what great things he must shortly leave 
and lose for ever ; to go he knows not whither, into dark- 
some, gloomy regions; where he cannot so much as 
imagine any thing suitable to his inclinations and desires. 
For he knows all that is delectable to his present sense he 
must here leave behind him ; and he cannot divest him- 
self of all apprehensions of a future state, wherein if Grod 
should make him suffer nothing, yet, if he have nothing 
to enjoy, he must be always miserable. 
4. The Oospel, therefore, further represents to him the 
dSaaJ, eternal diessedness, and glorious sV^Xe, 'w\v\c\i vV^y 
^^^Arerecoociiedkhailbe brougbXiaXo. TXie^ x>aa.X >2w^ 
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under the Gospel are not mocked with shadows, and emp- 
ty clouds, nor with fabulous el^iams. Nor are they put 
off with some unintelligible notion of only being happy in 
general. But are told expressly wherein their ht^piness is 
to consist. *' Life and immortality are brousht to light in 
the Gktspel." 'Tis given them to understand how great a 
good is laid up in store. " The things which eye hath not 
seen, and ear not heard, and which otherwise could not 
have entered into the heart of man, the things of Gk)d's 
present and eternal kingdom, are set in view. It shows 
the future state of the reconciled shall consist not only in 
freedom from what is evil, but in the enjoyment of the 
best and most delectable sood ; that Qod himself in all Ms 
glorious fulness will be their eternal and most satisfying 
portion ; that their blessedness is to lie in the perpetuu 
imitive vision of his blessed face, and in the fulness of joy, 
and the everlasting pleasures which the Divine presence 
itself doth perpetually afford. And whereas their glorious 
Redeemer is so nearly allied to them, flesh of their flesh, 
who inasmuch as the children were made partakers ot 
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
same, (Heb. ii. 14.) and is become by special title their BXh 
thorizeid Lord, they are assured (of that, than which nothing 
should be more grateful to them) " thev shall be for ever 
with the Lord ;" that they are to be where he is, *' to be- 
hold his glory;" and shall be "joint-heirs with Christ," 
and be " glorified together with him,*' shall partake, accord- 
ing to their measure and capacity, in the same blessedness 
which he enjoys. Thou canst not pretend, sinner, who liv- 
est under the Gospel, that thou hast not the li^ht of the 
day to show thee what blessedness is. Heaven is opened 
to thee. Glory beams down from thence upon thee to create 
thee a day, by the light whereof thou mayst see with suffi- 
cient clearness, what is " the inheritance of the saints in 
light." And though all be not told thee, and it do not in 
every respect appear what we shall be ; so much may be 
foreknown, that when he shall appear^ we shall be like him, 
and shall see him as he is, 1 John iii. 1, 2. And because 
the heart, as yet carnal, can savour little of all this; and 
finding itself stranpfe and disaffected to God. affecting now 
to be without Chnst and without God in the world, may 
easily apprehend it impossible to it to be happy in an^un- 
desired good, or that it can enjoy what it disukes ; or in 
the mean time, walk in a way \a whic\v il fay&& m >saft\t 
gwibingbut ntter aversenesfi and di^c^snalSfifGi. 
3* 



80 fsfi redeemer's tears 

"S. The Ghwpel further shows us what is to be wroaght 
mod done ia us to attemper and frame our spirits to our 
future state and present way to it. It lets us Know we are 
to be bam again, bom from above, bom of God, made 
partakers of a divine nature, that will niake the temper of 
our ^irits connatural to the Dirine presence. That where- 
as " God is light, and with him is no darkness at all," we 
** who were darkness shall be made light in the Lord :" 
that we are to be " begotten again to a lively hope, to the 
^ «temal and undefiled inheritance that is reserved in the 
heavens for us :" that we are thus to be made " meet to be 
partakers of that inheritance of the saints in light." And 
as we are to be eternally conversant with Christ, we are 
here to put on Christ, to have Christ in us the hope of glo- 
ty. And whereas only the way of holiness and obedience 
- leads to Uessedness, that we are to be " created in Christ 
Jesus to good works to walk in them." And shall there- 
upon find the ways prescribed to us by him, who is the 
Wisdom of God, to be all "ways of pleasantness and 
paths of peace :" that he will '" put his Spirit into us, and 
cause us to walk in his statutes," and to account that " in 
keeping them there is great reward." And thus all that 
is contained in that mentioned summary of the things be- 
longing to our peace, " repentance towards Grod, and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ," will all become easy to us, and 
as the acts of nature ; proceeding from that new and holy 
nature imparted to us. 

And whosoever thou art that livest under the Gospel, 
canst thou deny that it is day with thee, as to all this i 
Wast tkou never told of this great necessary heart-change 7 
Didst thou never hear that the " tree must be made good 
that the fruit might be good 1" that thou must become & 
^* new creature, have old things done away, and all things 
made new V Didst thou never hear of the necessity of 
having " a new heart, and a right spirit" created and re- 
newed in thee ; that except thou wert " bom again," or from 
above, (as that expression may be read,) thou couldst " nfr- 
yer enter into the kingdom of God 1" Wast thou kept in 
Ignorance that a form of godliness without the power of 
it would never do thee good ? that a name to live without 
the principle of the holy, divine life, would never save thee 1 
that a specious outside, that all thy external performances, 
while thou wentest with an unrenewed, earthly, carnal 
J^eart, would never advantage thee as to thy eternal salva* 
(i<m and blessedness 1 And this mig'^X ^•d^ \}b!ai<& xm^Av* 
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fltanding concerning the nature of thy fUtore blessedness, 
, and will be found most agreeable to it, being aright under- 
stood; for as thou art not to be blessed by a blesseilness 
without thee and distant from thee, but inwrought into thy ' 
temper, and intimately united with thee, nor glorified by 
an external glory, but by a glory revealed within thee; so 
nor canst thou be qualified for that blessed glorious state 
otherwise than by having the temper of thy soul made har 
bitually holy and good. As what a good man partakes of 
happiness here is such, that he is " satisfied from himself;'' 
so it must be hereafter, not originally from himself, but by 
divine communication made most intimate to him. Didst 
thou not know that it belonged to thy peace, to have a 
peace-maker % and that the i^on of Grod was he ? and that 
lie makes not the peace of those that despise and refuse 
liim, or that receive him not, that come not to him, and 
are not willing to come to Grod by him ? Couldst thou 
<hink, living imder the Gospel, that the reconciliation be- 
tween Qod and thee was not to be mutual 1 that he would 
be reconciled to thee while thou wouldst not be reconciled 
to him, or shouldst still bear towards him a disafifedted, im- 
placable heart 1 For couldst thou be so void of all under- 
standing as not to apprehend what the Gtospel was sent to 
thee for ? or why it was necess ary to be preached to thee, 
or that thou shouldst hear it 1 Who was to be reconciled 
hy a Gk)spel preached to thee but thyself 1 who was to be 
persuaded by a gospel sent to thee % Gk>d, or thou 1 Who is 
to be persuaded l>at the unwilling 1 The Grospel, as thou 
iiast been told, reveals Qod willing to be reconciled, and 
thereupon beseeches thee to be reconciled to him. Or 
could it seem likely to thee thou couldst ever be reconciled 
ito Gk)d, and continue unreconciled to thy Reconciler 1 To 
what purpose is there a days-man, a middle person be- 
tween God and thee, if thou wilt not meet him in that 
middle person 1 Dost thou not know that Christ avails 
thee nothing if thou still stand at a distance with him, if 
th<ra dost not unite and adjoin thyself to him, or art not in 
him.'i And dost thou not again know that Divine power 
and grace must unite thee to him ? and that a work must 
be wrought and done upon thy soul by an Almighty hand, 
by God himself, a mighty transforming work, to make 
thee capable of that union 1 ° that whosoever is in Christ 
is a new creature 1 •» that thou must be of God in Christ 
Jesus, who then is made unto thee of Cio^ ^o* ■'«S8^wa.> 

' a S Oor. V. 17. o\ Cat. V.1ft. 
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righteousness, sanctification, and redemption ; every way 
answering the exigency of thy case, as tnou art a fooli^ 
guilty, impure, and enslaved, or lost creature 1 Didst thou 
never hear, that none can come to Christ but whom the 
Father draws 1 and that he draws the reasonable souls of 
men not violently or against their wills, (he draws, yet 
drags them not,) but makes them willing in the day of 
power, W giving a new nature and new inclinations to 
themi 'Tis sure with thee not dark night, not a dubious 
twilight, but broad day as to all this. 

Yes, perhaps thou mayst say, but this makes my case 
the worse, not the better; for it gives me at length to un- 
derstand that what is necessary to my peace and welfare 
is impossible to me ; and so the light of my day doth but 
serve to let me see myself miserable and undone, and that 
I have nothing to do to relieve and help myself. I there- 
fore add, 

6. That by being under the Gospel, men have not only 
light to understand whatsoever is any way necessary to 
their peace, but opportunity to obtain that communication 
of divine power and grace whereby to comply with the 
terms of it. Whereupon, if this be made good; you have 
not a pretence left you to say your case is the worse, or that 
you receive any prejudice by what the Gospel reveals of 
your own impotency to relieve and help yourselves ; or 
determines touching the terms of your peace and salvation, 
making such things necessary thereto, as are to you impos- 
sible, and out of your own present power ; unless it be a 
prejudice to you not to have your pride gratified ; and that 
God hath pitched upon such a method for your salvation, 
as shall wholly turn to the praise of the glory of his grace, 
or that you are to be of Kim p in Christ Jesus — that whoso- 
ever glories might glory in the Lord. Is it for a sinner 
that hath deserved, and is ready to perish, to insist vman 
beiiljg saved with reputation 1 or to envy the great God, 
upon whose pleasure it wholly depends whether he shall 
be saved or not saved, the entire glory of saving him7 
For otherwise, excepting the mere busmess of glory and 
reputation ; is it not all one to you whether you have the 
power in your own hands of changing your hearts, of be- 
ing the authors to yourselves of that holy, new nature, out 
of which actual faith and repentance are to spring, or whe- 
thervoxL may have it from the Qod of ail grace, flowing to 
j^oa n-om its own proper divine foiuitam. xcnx case is not 

pi Cor. LIS, 31. 
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sure really the worse that yoar salvation from first to l&st 
is to be all of grace, and that it is impossible to yoa to re- 
pent and believe, while it is not simply impossible ; but 
that he can effectually enable you thereto, unto whom all 
things are possible ; supposing that he will : whereof by 
and by. Nay, and it is more glorious and honourable, even 
to you, if you understand yourselves, that your case is so 
stated as it is. The Gospel indeed plainly tells you that 
your repentance must be given you. Christ " is exalted 
to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and re- 
mission of sins." And so must vour faith, and that frame 
of spirit which is the principle of all good works. By grace 
ye are saved, throuerh faith, not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of Grod : not of works, lest any man should boast ; for we 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which Gkxl hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them, Ephes. ii. 8 — 10. Is it more glorious to have 
nothing in you but what is self-sprung, than to have your 
souls the seat and receptacle of divine communications ; of 
so excellent things as could have no other than a heavenly 
originall If it were not absurd and impossible you 
should be self-begotten, is it not much more glorious to 
be bom of Qod 1 As they are said to be that receive 
Christ: John i. 12, 13. But as many as received him, to 
dthem gave he power to become the sons of Gk)d, ev^n to 
them mat believe on his name : which were bom, not of 
.l)lood. nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but 01 Grod. 

And now that, bjr being under the Gk)spel, you have the 
opportunity of getting 'that grace, which is necessary to 
your peace and salvation ; you may see, if you consider 
what the Gk)spel is, and was designed for. It is the minis- 
tration of the Spirit ; that Spirit by which you are to be 
bom again, John iii. 3, 5, 6. The work of regeneration 
consists in the impregnating, and making lively and effica- 
cious, in you the holy truths contained in the Gospel. Of 
his own good will begat he us with the word of truth, that 
•we should be a kind of first-fruits of his creatures, James 
i. Id. And again, being bom again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 1 Pet. i. 23. So 
•our Saviour prays : Sanctify them through thy truth, thy 
word is troth, John xvii. 17. The Grospel is, upon this ac- 
<;onnt, called the word of life, Phil. ii. l6.«kSb^ -vV^rfa-NJcA 
principles of that divine and holy \\{e aTe\Tfi^vKa\».^'"«^,'^^ 
^KfoJ, whensby we live to God, do wlaaXlMsQtas^x^^J^^^ 
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and hath made our duty, and that ends at length in eter- 
nal life. But you will say, Shall all then, that live under 
the Grospel, obtain this grace and holy life 1 Or if they 
shall not, or, if so far as can be collected, multitudes do 
not, or, perhaps, in some places that enjoy the Gkxspel, 
very few do, in comparison of them that do not, what am 
I better 1 when, perhaps, it is far more likely that I shall 
perish notwithstanding, than be saved? In answer to this, 
It must be acknowledged, that all that live under the Gros- 
pel do not obtain life and saving grace by it. For, then, 
there had been no occasion for this lamentation of our 
blessed Lord over the perishing inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
as having lost their day, and that the things of their ^eace 
were now hid from their eyes ; and by that instance it ap- 
pears too possible, that even the generalit]^ of a people Uy- 
mg under the Gkispel, may fall at length into the like for- 
lorn and hopeless condition. But art thou a man that thus 
objectest 1 A reasonable understanding creature % or dost 
thou use the reason and understanding of a man in object- 
ing thus 1 Didst thou expect, that when thine own Wilftd 
transgression had made thee liable to eternal death and 
wrath, peace and life, and salvation should be imposed 
upon thee whether thou wouldst or no, or notwithstand- 
ing thy most wilful neglect and contempt of them, and all 
the means of them 1 Could it enter into thy mind, that a 
reasonable soul should be wrought and framed for that 
high and blessed end, whereof it is radically capable, as a 
stock or a stone is for any use it is designed for ; without 
designing its own end or way to It? Couldst thou think 
the Gk>spel was to brin|: thee to faith and repentance, 
whether thou didst hear it or no 1 or ever apply thy mind 
to consider the meaning of it, and what it did propose and 
offer to thee 1 or when thou mightest so easily understand 
that the grace of Qod was necessary to make it effectual 
to thee, and that it might become his power, (or the instru- 
ment of his power) to thy salvation, couldst thou think it 
concerned thee not to sue and supplicate to him for that 

frace 1 when thy life lay upon it, and thy eternal hopel 
last thou lain weltering at the footstool of the throne of 
grace in thine own tears, (as thou hast been formerly wel- 
tering in thy sins and impurities,) crying for grace to 
help thee in this time of th}r need? And if thou thinkest 
this was above thee and without thy compass, hast thou 
done all that was within thy coTnpass m ot^'et v^ ^'t ^V 
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wilt inquire, Is there any thing, then, to be done by us, 
whereupon the grace of God may be expected certainly 
to follow 7 To which I answer, 

1. That it is out of question nothing can be done by us 
to deserve it, ox for which we may expect it to follow. It 
were not grace if we had obliged, or brought it, by our 
desert, imder former preventive bonds to us. And, 

2. What if nothing can be done by us upon which it 
may be certainly expected to follow 1 Is a certainty 
of perishing better tnan a high probability of being 
saved? 

3. Such as live under the Gospel have reason to appre- 
hend it highly probable they may obtain that grace which 
is necessary to their salvation, if they be not wanting to 
themselves. Foe, 

4. There is generally afforded to such that which is 
wont to be callea common grace. I speak not of any fur- 
ther extent of it, 'tis enough to our present purpose that 
it extends so far, as to them that live under the Gk)spel, 
and have thereby a day allowed them wherein to provide 
for their peace. Now, though this ^race is not yet cer- 
tainly savmg, yet it tends to that which is so. And none 
have cause to despair, but that being duly improved and 
complied with, it may end in it. 

And this is that which requires to be insisted on, and 
more fully evinced. In order whereto let it be considered, 
that it is expressly said to such, they are to work out their 
salvation with fear and trembling, for this reascm, that Grod 
works (or is working iwtv h ivepytov) in them, i. e. statedly 
and continually at work, or is always ready to work in 
them, to will and to do of his own good pleasure, Phil. ii. 
12, 13. The matter fails not on his part. He will work 
on in order to their salvation, if they work in that way of 
subordinate co-operation, wnich his command, and the 
necessity of their own case, oblige them unto. And it is. 
further to be considered, that where Grod had formerly 
afforded the s3rmbols of his gracious presence^ given his 
oracles, and settled his church, though yet in its nonage, 
and much more imperfect state, there he, however, com- 
municated those* influences of his Spirit, that it was to be 
imputed to themselves if they came short of the saving 
operations of it. Of such it was said, Thou gavest thy 
good Spirit to instruct them, Nehem. ix. ^. ^\iA v^«Q5l\sl^ 
Tarn ye at my reproof, I will po\ii o\A ik^ %^\r\X ^sssN» 
foa. I wUl make known my -woi^iS ^nsA.o lora.. "^^^ 
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cause I called and yon reftised, I stretched out my hand 
and no man regarded, but ye set at nought my ccyon- 
sel, and despised all my reproof, I also will laugh at 
/our calamity, &c. Prov. i. 23, 24. We see whence their 
destruction came ; not from Qod*8 first restraint of his Spi- 
rit, but their refusing, despising, and setting at nought his 
counsel and reproofe. And when it is said, they rebeUed 
and vexed his Spirit, and he therefore turned and fought 
against them, and became their enemy, Isa. Ixiii. 10. it 
appears, that before his Spirit was not withheld, but did 
variously, and often, make essa3rs and attempts upon 
them. And when Stephen, immediately before his mar- 
tyrdom, thus bespeaks the descendants of these Jews, Ye 
stiff-necked, anduncircumcised,'-ye do always resist the 
Holy Ghost, as your Fathers did, so d<^e. Acts vii. 'tis 
implied the Holy Ghost had been always striving from 
age to age with that stubborn people: for where there 
is no counter-striving there can be no resistance, no more 
than there can be a war on one side only. Which also 
appears to have been the course of Gkxl's dealing with the 
old world, before their so general lapse into idolatry and 
sensual wickedness, from that passiu^e, Qen. vi. 3. accord- 
ing to the more common reading and sense of those words. 

Now whereas the Gtospel is eminently said to be ^e 
ministration of the Spirit in contradistinction not only to 
the natural religion of other nations, but the divinely in- 
stituted religion of the Jews also, as is largely discoursed 
2 Cor. iii. and more largely through the Epistle to the 
Galatians, especially chap. iv. and whereas we find that, 
in the Jewish Church, the Holy Ghost did generally dif- 
fuse its influences, and not otherwise withhold them, than 
penally, and upon great provocation; how much more 
may it be concluded, that under the G^pel, the same 
blessed Spirit is very generally at work upon the souls of 
men, till oy their resisting, grieving, and quenching of it, 
they provoke it to retire and withdraw from them. 

And let the consciences of men living under the Gospel 
testify in the case. Appeal, sinner, to thine own conscience : 
Hast thou never felt any thing of conviction, by the word 
of Grod 1 hadst thou never any thoaght injected of turning 
to God, of reforming thy life, of making thy peace 7 have 
no desires ever been raised in thee, no fears 1 hast thou 
uerer had any tastes and relishes of pleasure in the things 
ofQod 7 whence have these come*^ \fV!AX\ tKK!^^2bRwKL 
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not inr ^pod or right thought All most be fhrni that 
good Sfint that hatk beea striying with thee; and might 
still have been so onto a blessed issue for thy soul, if thoa • 
hadst not neglected and disobeyed it 

And do not go about to excuse thyself by saying, that so 
all others have done too, 'tis like, at cme time or other; 
and if that therefore be the rule and measure, that ther 
that contend against the strivings and motions of God's 
Spirit must be finally deserted and given up to perish, 
wno then can be saved 1 Think not of pleading so for th^ 
neglecting and despising the grace and spirit of God. 'Tis 
true that herein the great God shows his sovereign^: 
when all that ei^oy the same advantages for salvation de- 
serve by their slighting them to be forsaken alike ; he gives 
instances and mu£es examples of just severiur, and of the 
victorious power of g[race, as seems him good, which there 
will be further occasion to speak more of nereafler. In the 
mean time the present design is not to justify thy condem- 
nation but procure thy salvation, and thereu>re to admon- 
ish and instruct thee, that, though thou art not sure, because 
some others that have slijrhted and despised the grace and 
Spirit of God are notwimstanding conquered and saved 
thereby, it shall therefore fare as well with thee ; yet thou 
hast reason to be confident, it will be well and happy for 
thee, if now thou despise and slight them not. Ana whe- 
ther thou do or not, it is however plain that by bein^ under 
the Gomel thou hast had a day, wherein to mmd the 
things of thy peace, though it is not told thee it would last 
always, but the contrary is presently to be told thee. 

And thou mavst now see 'tis not only a day in respect 
of light but if^iuence also; that thou mightest not only 
know notionaliy what belonged thereto, but efficaciously 
and practically ; which you have heard is the knowledge 
here meant And the concurrence of such light and in- 
fluence has made thee a season wherein thou wast to have 
been at work for thy soul. The day is the proper season 
for work : when the night comes working ceases, both be- 
cause that then light fails, and because drowsiness and 
sloUi are n^>re apt to possess men. And the night will 
come. For, (whicn is the next thing we have to speak to,) 

nL This day hath its bounds and limits, so that when 
it i^ over and lost with such, the things of tneir peace are 
for ever hid from their ey«i. And that this dvf ^iL<&».VBe^ 
finite and andiM we faebtkeweiie&lVBS^Ttfst. "^^^^ 
mleakhMdhsroBf; bat that day nnd i\» v®*^^"*^ ^^ 
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coraes to this at last, that fuw the things of her peace are 
hid from her eyes. We generally see the same thine, in 
that sinners are so earnestly pressed to make use of the 
present time. To-day if you will hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts, Psal. xcv. quoted and nrged HA. iii. 7, 
8. They are admonished to seek the «Lord while he may 
be fonnd, to call apon him while he is nigh. It seems 
some time he will not be fonnd, and will be afar off. 
r The3r are told this is the accepted time, this is the day of 
salvation. 

This day, with any place or people, snppoees a prece- 
dent nighty when the day-spring: irom on high nad not 
visited their horizon, and all within it sat in darkness, and 
in the region and shadow of death. Yea, and there was a 
time, we know, of very general darkness, when the Gos- 
pel day, "the day of visitation," had not yet dawned upon 
the world ; " times of ignorance," wherem Qod as it were 
winked npon the nations of the earth ; the beams of his 
eye did in a sort overshoot them, as the word hreptSit^ im- 
ports. But when the eyelids of the morning open upon 
any people, and light shines to them with direct beams, 
they are now commanded to repent, (Acts xvii. 30.) limit- 
ed to the present point of time with such peremptoriness, 
as that noDle Roman used towards a prouol prince, asking 
time to deliberate upon the proposal made to himof witl^ 
drawing his forces that molested some of the allies of that 
state; he draws a line about him with the end of his rod, 
and requires him now, out of hand, before he stirred oat 
of that circle, to make his choice, whether he would be a 
fViend or enemy to the people of Rome. So are sinners to 
understand the state oftheir own case. The God of thy 
life, sinner, in whose hands thy times are, doth with much 
higher right limit thee to the present time, and expects 
thy present answer to his just and merciful offers and de- 
mands. He circumscribes thy day of grace ; it is enclosed 
on both parts, and hath an evening as well as morning ; as 
it had a foregoing, so hath it a suosequent night, and the 
latter, if not more dark, yet usually much more stormy 
than the former ! For Goa shuts up this day in much dis- 
pleasure, which hath terrible effects. If it be not expressly 
told you what the condition of that night is that lollows 
tour Gospel day ; if the watchman being asked, " Whatof 
&e night 1" 66 only answer it cometh as well as the mom- 
is^ oome; black events are ngiiVlQQL>s*f ^^v«k% vwfttl 
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silence. Or 'tis all one if you call it a day ; there is enou^ 
to distinguish it iVom the day of grace. The Scriptures 
call such a calamitous season inaifferently either by the 
name of night or day ; but the latter name is. used with 
some or other adjunct, to signify day is not meant in the 

Sleasant or more grateful sense : a day of wraih, an evil 
ay, a day of gloominess and thick darkness, net differing 
from the most dismal night ; and to be told the morning of 
such a da^ is coming, is all one, as (hat the evening is 
cominf or a bright and a serene day. '* 

And here, perhaps, reader, thou will expect to be told 
what are the limits of this day of grace. It is indeed much 
more difficult punctually to assign thoto limits, than to as- 
certain thee there are such ; but it is also less necessary. 
The wise and merciful Qod doth in matters of this nature 
little mind to gratify our curiosity; much less is it to be 
expected from him, that he should make known to us 
such things, whereof it were better we were ignorant, or 
the knoidedge whereof would be much more a prejudice 
to us than an advantage. And it were as bold and rash 
an undertaking, in this case, as it would be vain and insig- 
nificant, for anjr man to take on him to say, in it, what 
God hath not said, or given him plain groimd for. What 
I conceive to be pliAn and useful in this matter I shall 
lay down in the following propositions, insisting more 
largely where the matter requires it, and contenting my- 
self but to mention what is oovious, and clear at the first 
sight 

1. That there is a great difierence between the ends and 
limits of the day or season of grace as to particular per- 
sons, and in reference to the collective body of a people, 
inhabiting this or that place. It may be over with such or 
such a place, so as that they that dwell there shall no lon- 
ger have the Gospel amons them, when as }ret it may not 
be over with eveiy particular person belonging to it, who 
may be providentially cast elsewhere, or may have the 
" in^afled word" in them, which they lose not. And 
agam, it may be over with some particular persons in such 
a place, when it is not yet over with that people or place, 
generally considered. 

3. As to both there is a difierence between the ending 
of such a day, and intermissions, or dark intervals, that 
may be in it. The Gospel may be withdra^wtL fco\svsu&bL 
a pwple, and he restored. Ana Qod oiV«i,Tia^civisSv.^"*s^'^ 
particular persons, either depiiveft xYvcol ot ^i>afe aQi:«'*5A 
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of gnce for a time, (bjr sickness, or many other 
wayi^) or maj for a time fort>ear mbving apoa tliusm by 
his Sj^rit, and again try them with both. 

3. As to particular persons, there may be much differ- 
ence between soch as, while they lived under the Goroel, 
gained the knowledge of the principal doctrines, or <«the 
sum or substance, of Christianity, though witnoat any 
aanctifyinff effect or inqtression upon their hearts^ and such 
as, throngn their^«wn negligence, lived under it in tolil 
ignorance hereof! The day of grace may not be over with 
ue former, thoogh they should neverlive under the min- 
istry of the Gk)6pel more. For it is possible, while thef 
have the seeds and principles of holy truth laid up in their 
minds, GKxl mav graciouslv administer to them many oo- 
casions of recollecting ana considering them, wherewith 
he may so please to co-operate, as to enliven them, and 
make them vital and efectual to their final salvation. 
Whereas, with the other sort, when they no more enjoy 
the external means, the day of grace is like to be quite 
over, so as that there may be no more hope in their case 
than in that of pagans in the darkest parts of the world ; 
and perhaps much less, as their guilt hath been much 
greater by their nejglect of so great and important things. 
It may be better with Tjrre and Sidcm, dec. 

4. That yet it is a terrible judgment to the most know* 
ing, to lose the external dispensation of the Gospel, while 
they have yet no sanctifying impression upon their hearts ^ 
by It, and they are cast upon a fearful hazard of being lost 
for ever, beingleft by the departed Qospel in an uncon- 
verted state. For they need the most urgent inculcations 
of Gk>spel truths, and the most powerful enforcing means, 
to engage them to consider the things which they know. 
It is tne design of the Gospel to beget not only light in the 
mind, but grace in the heart. And if that were not 
done while they enjoyed such means, it is less likely to be 
done without them. And if any slighter and more super- 
ficial impressions were made upon them thereby, short of 
true and thorough conversion, how great is the danger 
that all will vanish, when they cease to be pressed and 
urged, and called upon by the public voice or the gospel- 
ministry any more. How naturally desident is the spint 
of man, and apt to sink into deaoness, worldliness, and 

eamaJtityf even under the most lively and quickening 
means i and even where a savins work WViXMuoL^wtoQaJbll 
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vital principle within, capable of self-excitation and im- 
provement ! O that they would consider this, who have 
got nothing hjr the Gospel all this while, but a little C(dd, 
spiritless, notional knowledge, and are in a possibility of 
losingit before they get any thing more ! 

5. That as it is certain death ends the day of grace with 
every unconverted person, so it is very possible it mav end 
with divers before they die ; by their total loss of all ex- 
ternal means, or by the departure of the blessed Spirit of 
God from them, so as to return and visit them no more. 
How the day of |;race may end with a person, is to be un- 
derstood by considering what ii is that makes up and con- 
stitutes such a day. There must be some measure and 
proportion of time to make up this (or any^ day. which is 
as the smbstfratum and grouna forelaid. Tnen there must 
be lisht superadded, otherwise it differs not from night, 
which may have the same measure of mere time. The 
eospel-re relation some way or other must be had, as being 
tne light of such a diur. 4Jid again there must be some de- 
-gree of liveliness, and vital influence, the more usual con- 
comitant of light ; the night doth more dispose men to 
drowsiness. The same sun that enlightens the world, dis- 
seminates also an invigorating influence. If the Spirit of the 
living God do no way animate the gospel-revelation, and 
breathe in it, we have no day of grace, it is not only a day 
of light, but a day of power, wherein souls can be wrought 
upon, and a people made willing to become the Lord's, 
' Psal. ex. As the Redeemer revealed in the Gk)spel, is the 
light of the world, so he is life to it too, though neither are 
p&nted or do take root every where. In him was life, and 
that life was the light of men. That light that rays from 
him is vital light in itself^ and in its tendency and design, 
though it be disliked and not entertained by the most. 

Whereas therefore these things must concur to makeup 
such a day : if either a man^s time, his life on earth, expire, 
or if liffht quite fail him, or if all gracious influence be 
withheld, so as to be communicated no more ; his day is 
done, the season of grace is over with him. Now it is 
plain, that manv a one may lose the Gk>spe] before his life 
end^ and petiole that all gracious influence may be re- 
stramed, while as ]^et the external dispensation of the Gos- 
pel remains. A sinner may have hardened his heart to 
that de^ee, that Gk>d will attempt him no moce^ in any 
kind, with any design of kindness Vo Yv\m,tkOX\ti^'^v. ^'^ 
inwdrdf immediate way at aU, i. t . \>5 x^ft tcLVi\iaQSaQ\\sJ^ 
4« 
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spirit, which peculiarly can import nothing but fHendlJf 
inclination, as whereby men are personally amlied nnto, 
so that cannot be meant ; nor bv the voice of tne Qospel, 
which may either be continned for the sake of others, or 
they continued under it, but for their heavier doom alt 
length. Which though it ma^ seem severe, is not to be 
thought strange, much less unrighteous. 

It is not to be thought strange to them that read the 
Bible, which so often speaks this sense: as when it warns 
and threatens men witn so much terror, as Heb. x. 96 — 
fi9. For if we sin wilfullv after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice 
for sins, but a fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery 
indications which shall devour the adversaries. He that 
despised Moses* law, died without mercj. under two or 
three witnesses : of how much sorer punishment, siqppose 
ye, shall he be thought worthy, who liath trodden under 
foot the Son of GK>d, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy things 
and hath done despite tmto the Spirit of grace ? Ami when 
it tells us, after many overtures maae to men in vain, of 
his having given them up, &c. Psal. luxi. 11, 12. Bat 
my people would not hearken to my voice ; and Israel 
would none of me ; so I gave them up unto their own 
hearts' lust ; and they walked in their own counsels : and 
pronounces. Let him that is unjust be unjust still, and let 
him which is filthy, be filthy still, Rev. xxii 11. and says, ^ 
In thy filthiness is lewdness, because I have purged tbee 
and tkou wast not purged ; thou shalt not be purged from 
thy filthiness any more, till I have caused my taaj to rest 
upon thee, Ezelc. xxiv. 13. Which passages seem to im- 
ply a total desertion of them, and retraction of all gracious 
innuence. And when it speaks of letting them oe under 
the Gk)^l, and the ordinary means of salvation, for the 
most direful purposes : as that. This child (Jesus) was set 
for the fall, as well as for the rising, of many in Israel, 
Luke ii. 34. As to which text the very learned Qrotius 
glossing upon the words mtrat and tis TrcS^cy, says, Aceedo 
tis ^t lion necdmn everUum^ sed et coTuiHym, that he is of 
their opinion who think not that the naked event, but tke 
counsel or purpose of Chd, is signified by it, the same vntk 
riBtrat ; and alleges several texts where the active of that 
rerb most h&ve the same sense, as to appoint or ordain ; 
sod mentiona divers other places ot ^^ «:»&& i3iffiKinx*«\sK 
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e<iaallT senre our present punxise ; as that, Rom. iz. 33. 
Behold, I lay in Zion a stamblmg stone, and rock of (^* 
fence. And 1 Pet. ii. 8. The stone which the boilders re- 
vised, is made a stone of stumbling, and a rock of of- 
fence, even to them which stumble at the word, being dis* 
obedient, whereunto also they were appointed. With that 
of our »&Tioar himself, John ix. 39. For judgment I am 
come into this world, that they which see not might see ; 
and that they which see, might be made blind, ^d most 
agreeable to those former places is that of the prophet, 
Iscuah zxviii. 13. But the word of the Lord was unto them 
precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line vmm line, 
line upon line, here a little and there a Uttle ; tnat th^ 
miffht go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, 
amd taken. And we may add, that our Lord hath put us 
out of doubt that there is such a sin as that which is emi- 
nently called the sin against the Holy Ohost ; that a man 
majT, in such circumstances, and to such a degree, sin 
against that blessed Spirit, that he will never move or 
breathe upon them more, but leave them to a hopeless 
ruin; though I shall not in tlus discourse determme or 
discuss the nature of it. But I doubt not it is somewhat 
else, than final impenitenc^, and infidelity ; and that evenr 
one that dies, not naving sincerely repenteSd and believed, 
is not guilty of it, though every one that is guilty of it, 
dies impenitent and unbelieving, but was ffuilty of it be- 
, fore; so as it is not the mere want of time, ma( makes him 

giil^. Whereupcm therefore, that such may outlive their 
y of erace, is out of question. 

But let not such, as, utwn the descriptions the Gospel 
gives us of that sin, may oe justly confident they have not 

Serhaps committed it, therefore think themselves out of 
anger of losing their season of making their peace with 
God before they die. Many a one mav, no doubt, that 
never committed the unpardonable blasphemv against the 
Holv Ghost, as he is the witness, by his wonderful works, 
of Christ being the Messiah. As one may die, by neg- 
lecting himself, that doth not poison himself, or cut his 
own throat. You will say, " But if the Spirit retire from 
men, so as never to return, where is the dinerence 1" I an- 
swer, the difference lies in the specific nature and greater 
heinousness of that sin, and consequently, in die deeper 
degrees of its punishment. For though tne reason of its 
nnpardonablaiess lies not piincipa^'y \a. VSu& ^«»i«t\!ks^ 
catoeu, tot in its direct repug&aoevf to ito ^nv} ^^ ^i^assftr 
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in^ pardon, yet there is no doubt of its being much more 
•heinous than many other sins, for which men j>erish. And 
therdbre 'tis in proportion more severely punished. But 
:is it not misery enough to dwell in darkness and wo for 
ever, as every one that dies unreconciled to Qod must do^ 
unless the most intense flames and horror of hell be your 
portion 1 As his case is sufficiently bad that must die as 
-an ordinary felon, though he is not to be hanged, drawn, 
and quartered. 

Nor is there any place or pretence for so proflBme a 
thought, as if there were any colour of unrighteousness in 
this course of procedure with such men. Is it unjust se- 
verity to let the Grospel become deadly to them, whose 
malignity perverts it, against its nature, and genuine ten- 
dency, into a savour of death, (as 2 Cor. ii. 16.) which it 
is roii airoXXv/t^voif, i. e. tp them (as the mentioned author 
:speaks) who may be trulv said to seek their own destruc- 
tion 1 or that God should intend their more aggravated 
■condemnation, even from the despised Grospel itself, who, 
when such light is come into the world, hate it,, show them- 
selves lucifugiBf tenebriones, (as he also phrases it, speaking 
further upon that first mentioned text,) such asfiyfrom tki 
light, choose and love to Vwrk in darkness ? He must have 
very low thoughts of divine favour and acceptance, of 
Christ, and grace, and glory, that can have hard thoughts 
of God, for his vindicating, with greatest severity, the con- 
tempt of such things. W hat could better become his glo- 
rious majesty, and excellent greatness, than, as all things 
work together for good towards them that love him, so to 
let all things work for the hurt of them that so irreconcile- 
ably hate mm, and bear a disaffected and implacable mind 
towards him 1 Nor doth the addition of his designing the 
matter so, make it hard. For if it be just to punish such 
wickedness, is it unjust to intend to punish iti and to in- 
tend to punish it according to its desert, when it cannot be 
thouf ht unjust actually to render to men what they deserve 1 

We are, indeed, to account the primary intention of 
continuing the Gospel to such a people, among whom 
these live, is kindness towards others, not this higher re- 
venge upon them ; yet nothing hinders but that this re- 
ven^ upon them, may also be the fit matter of his secood- 
aiy utention. For should he intend nothing concerning 
tAem ? Ishetobeso unconcerned about his own creatoresL 
that are under bis government ^ 'WYiiVe l\img!& caxmsxtiSL 
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prospect before him, he must at least intend to let it be, or 
not to hinder it. ibid who can expect he should 1 For, 
that his gracious influence towards them should at lenji^ 
cease, is above att exception: that it ceasing, whUe they 
live still under the Gospel, they contract deeper guilt, and 
incur heavier punishment, follows of course. And who 
can say he should not intend to let it follow 1 For should 
he take away the Gk)6pel fhnn the rest, that these might be 
less punished 1 that others might not be saved, because 
they will not ? 

Not can he be obliged to interpose extraordinarily, and 
alter for their sakes tne course of nature and providence, 
so as either to hasten them the sooner out of the world, or 
cast them into anv other part of it, where the Qo^l is 
not, lest they should, by living still under it, be obnoxious 
to the severer punishment. For whither would this lead 1 
He should, by equal reason, have been obliged to prevent 
men'is sinning at all, that they might not be liable to any 
{mnishment. And no not to have made the world, or have 
otherwise fhuned the methods of his government, and less 
suitably to a whole conmiunity of reasonable creatures ; 
or to luive made an end of the world long ago, and have 
quitted all his great designs in it, lest some should sin on. 
and incur proportionable punishment ! or to have providea 
extraordinarily that all should do and fare alike ; and that 
it might nevier have come to pass, that it should be less 
tolenu)le for Capernaum, and Chorazin, and Bethsaida, 
IhanforTyre, and Sidon, and Sodom, ana Gomorrah. But . 
is there unrighteousness with God 1 or is he unrighteous 
in taking vengeance 1 or is he therefore unjust, because 
he will ^render to every one according to his works ; to 
Ihemndio, by patient continuance in well doing, seek glory, 
honour, and immortidity, eternal life; but unto them that 
are contentious^ and do not obey the truth, but obey un- 
righteousness, mdignation and wrath, tribulation and 
anguish upon every soul of man that doth evil^f the Jew 
first, and also of the eentilel Rom. ii. 6—9. Doth right- 
eousness itself make him unrighteous 1 O sinner, under- 
stand how much better it is to avoid the stroke of Divine 
justice, than accuse it! God will be found true, and every 
knan a liar, that he may be justified when he speaks, and 
be clear when he judges, Psal. li 4. 

6. Yet are we not to imagine any cei\a.\iL^«^TQi%<,%^ 

cording whereto (except in the case oi x\ie^QjK!8«x^«^^^ 

gin) the divine dispensation is mieasox^ m Q»aK» ^^ '^'^^ 
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nature : viz. That, when a sinner hath contended just so 
long, or to such a degree, against his grace and Spirit in 
his Gtospel, he shall be finally rejected ; or if but so long, 
or not to such a degree, he is yet certainly to be further 
tried, or treated with. It is little to be doubted, but he 
puts forth the pdwer of victorious grace, at length, upon 
some more obstinate and obdurate sinners, and that have 
longer persisted in their rebellions, (not having sinned 
the unpardonable sin,) and gives over some sooner, as it 
seems good unto him. Nor doth he herein owe an account 
to any man of his matters. Here sovereign good pleasure 
rules and arbitrates, that is tied to no certain rule. Nei- 
ther, in these variations, is there any show of that blameable 
wpoetMoXrfi}/ia oT accepting of j^sonSf which, in his own 
word, he so expressly disdauns. We must distinguish 
matters of right, (even such as are so by promise only, as 
well as others,) and matters of mere unpromised favour. 
In matters of nght, to be an accepter of persons, is a thing 
most highly culpable with men, and which can have no 
place with the holy Grod : i. e. when a human judge hath 
nis rule before Mm, according whereto he is to estimate 
men's rights, in judgment ; there, to regard the person of 
the rich, or of the poor, to the prejudice of the justice of 
the cause, were an insufferable iniquitv ; as it were idso in 
a private person to withhold another's right, because he 
hath no kindness for him. So even the great Qod himself, 
though of mere grace he first fixed and established the 
rule, (fitly therefore called the covenant, or law of grace,) 
by which he will proceed in pardoning and justifying men^ 
or in condemning and holding them guilty, both here, and 
in the final judgment ; yet having fixed it, he will never 
recede from it ; so as either to acquit an impenitent unbe- 
liever, or condemn a believing penitent. If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive. None shall be ever 
able to accuse him of breach of faith, or of trans^^ressing 
his own rules of justice. We find it therefore said in re- 
ference to the judgment of the last day, when Qod shall 
render to every man according to his works, whether they 
be Jews or gentiles, that there is no respect of persons with 
-God, Rom. ii. 6 — 11. yet (qui pramisil pcBnitenH, veniam, 
non promisit peccajUi p€Bnitentiam\ whereas he hath, by his 
evangelical law, ascertained paraon to one that sincerely 
<fbef8 it, but ham not pronused ^ace to enable them to do 
so. to them that have lone contmwedL^VMxiSXN ^aanbodient 
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left arbitrary, and to be dispensed, as the matter of free 
and unassured favour, as it seems him good. And indeed, 
if in matters of arbitrary favour, respect of persons ought 
to have noplace, friendship were quite excluaedthe world, 
and would oe swallowed up of strict and rigid justice. I 
ovLghi to take all men for my friends alike, otherwise than 
as justice should oblige me to be more respectful to men 
of "more merit 

7. Wherefore no man can certainly know, or ought to 
conclude, concerning himself or others, as long as they 
live, that the season of grace is quite over with them. As 
we can conceive no rule Gk>d hath set to himself to pro- 
ceed by. in ordinary cases of this nature ; so nor is there 
any he hath set unto us to judge by, in this case. It were 
to no purpose, and could bie of no use to men, to know so 
much; therefore it were unreasonable to expect Qod 
should have settled and declared any rule, by which they 
might come by the knowledge of it. As tne case is then, 
vir.. there being no. such rule, no such thing can be con- 
cluded ; for who can tell what an arbitrary, soverei^, free 
agent will do, if he declare not his own {lurpose himself 7 
How should it be known, when the Spirit of Qod hath 
been often working upon the soul of a man, that this or 
that shall be the last act, and that he will never put forth 
another 1 And why should Gkxi make it known 1 To the 
person himself whose case it is, *tis manifest it could be 
no benefit. Nor is it to be thought the holy God will 
ever so alter the course of his own proceedings, but that 
it shall finally be seen to all the world, that every man's 
destruction was, entirely, and to the last, of himself If 
God had made it evident to a man, that he were finally 
rejected, he were obliged to believe it. But shall it ever 
be said, God hath made any thing a man's duty, which 
were inconsistent with his felicity. The having sinned 
himself into such a condition wherein he is forsaken of 
Qod, is indeed inconsistent with it. And so the case is 
to stand, t. e. that his perdition be in immediate connexion 
with his sin, not with his duty. As it would be in imme- 
diate, necessary connexion with his duty, if he were bound 
to believe hixnself finally forsaken, and a lost creature. 
For that belief makes him hopeless, and a very devil, jus- 
tifies his unbelief of the Gk)spel, towards himself, by re- 
moving and shutting up, towards him, the obiect of such a 
ftith, and coosequently brings the ma]Jutfi vo \)tx\& ^ta&ft.;^«Ar 
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he perishes, ■ not because he doth not believe God recon* 
cileable to man. bat because, with particular application to 
himself, he ongnt not so to believe. 

And it were most unfit, and of very pernicious conse- 
quence, that such a thing should be genmlly known con* 
cerning others. It were to anticipate the final jndgnumt, 
to create a hell upon earth, to tempt them whose doom 
were already known, to do all the mischief in the world, 
which malice and despair can sug^;e8t, and prompt them 
unto: it were to mingle devils with men! and fill the 
world with concision I How should parents kn6w how to 
behave themselves towards children, a husband towards 
the wife of his bosom in such a case, if it were known 
they were no more to counsel, exhort, admonish them, 
pray with or for them, than if tney were devils ! 

And if there were such a rule, how frequent misi^li- 
cations would the fallible and distempered minds of men 
make of it ! so that they would be apt to fancy themselves 
warranted to judge severely, or uncharitably, and (as the 
truth of the case perhaps is^ unjustly concerning others, 
from which they are so haroly withheld, when uey have 
no such pretence to embolden them to it, but are so strictly 
forbidden it ; and the judgment-seat so fenced, as it is, by 
the most awful intercucts, against their usurpations and 
encroachments. We are therefore to reverence the wis- 
dom of the Divine government, that things of this nature 
are among the arcana of it ; some of those secrets which 
belong not to us. He hath revealed what was fit and ne- 
cessary for us and our children, and envies to man no use- 
ful knowledge. 

But it may be said, when the apostle (1 John v. 16.) 
directs to pray for a brother whom we see sinning a sin 
that is not cmto death, and adds, there is a sin unto death, 
I do not say he shall pray for it ; is it not implied that it 
may be known when one sins that sin unto death, not only 
to himself, but even to others too 1 I answer it is implied 
there may be too probable appearances of it, and much 
ground to suspect and fear it concerning some, in some 
cases ; as when any against the highest evidence of the 
truth of the Christian religion, and that Jesus is the Christ, 
or the Messiah, (the jproper ^d most sufficiently credible 
testimony whereofl he had mentioned in Uie foregoing 
ptavet^ under hem to which the whole evidence of thm 

« 009 aon to tfa» pvbrpQM faiUs l4««A>> 
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truth of Chnstianity may be fitly enough reduced,) do not- 
withstaAding, from that malice, which blinds their under* 
standing, persist in infidelity, or apostatize and relapse into 
it from a former profession, there is great cause of suspi- 
cion, lest such have sinned that sin unto death. Where- 
upon yet it is to be observed, he doth not expr^sly forbid 
praying for the persons whose case we m^ doubt ; only 
ne doth not enjom it, as he doth for others, out only says, 
I do not say ye shall pray for it, t. e. that in his present di- 
rection to pray for otners, he did not intend such, but an- 
other sort, for whom they might pray remotely from any 
such suspici(m : viz. that he meant now such praying as 
ought to be interchanged between Christian friends, that 
have reason, in the main, to be well persuaded concerning 
one another. In the mean time intending no opposition 
to what is elsewhere enjoined, the praying for all men, 
(1 Tim. u. 1.) without the personal exclusion of any, as 
also our Lord himself prayed indefinitely for his most ma- 
licious enemies. Father, forgive them, they know not what 
they do ; thougn he had formerly said, there was such a 
sin as should never be forgiven ; whereof 'tis highly pro- 
bable some of them were guilty: yet such he doth not ex- 
pressly except ; bat his prayer bemg in the indefinite, not 
the universal^ form, 'tis to be supposed it must mean such 
as were withm the compass and reach of prayer, and ca^ . 
pable of benefit by it. Nor doth the apostle here direct 
personally to exclude any, only that indefinitely and in the 
general such must be supposed not meant as had sinned 
the sin unto death ; or must be conditionally excluded if 
they had, without determining who had or had not. To 
which purpose it is very observable, that a more abstract 
form of expression is used in this latter clause of this 
verse. For whereas in the former positive part of the 
direction, he enjoins praying for him or them that had not 
sinned unto death ; (viz. concerning whom there was no 

f round for any such imagination or suspicion that they 
ad ;) in the negative part^ concerning such as might have 
sinned it, he doth not say for him or them, but for it, (i. e. 
concerning, in reference to it,) as if he had said, the case 
in g^eneral onlv is to be excepted, and if persons are to be 
distinguished (since every sinis some one's sin, the sin of 
some person or other) let Gkxl distinguish, but do not you, 
tis enough for vou to except th« sin, cotD3iiQftX«^\s^ ^\fs(&p 
soever. And though the lonniet ipa,t\ <A tbft N«t» «^wto 
ofm particular person, " If a masx 8ee\shs\n:o^« «Bi^«a^ 
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that is not unto death," which is as determinate to a penoQ 
as the sight of our eye can be, it doth not foUow the latter 
part must suppose a like particular determination of any 
person's case, that he hatn sinned it I may have great 
reason to be confident such and such have not, when I can 
only suspect that such a one hath. And it is a thing much 
less unlikely to be certain to oneself than another, for 
they that have sinned unto death, are no doubt so blinded 
and stupified by it, that they are not more apt or compe- 
tent to observe themselves, and consider their case, than 
others may be. 

8. But though none ought to conclude that their day or 
season of grace is quite expired, yet they ought deeply to 
apprehend the danger, lest it should expire, before their 
necessary work be oone, and their peace made. For though 
it can be of no use to them to know the former, and there- 
fore they have no means appointed them by which to know 
it, 'tis of great use to apprehend the latter ; and they have 
sufficient ground for the apprehension. All the cautions 
and wammgs wherewith the Holy Spirit abounds, of the 
kind with those already mentioned, have that manifest de- 
si^. And nothing can be more important, or apposite to 
this purpose, than that solemn charge of the great apostle. 
Phil. ii. 12. Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling ; considered together with the subjoined ground 

* of it, ver. 13. For it is Gtod that worketh in you to will 
and to do of his own sfood pleasure. How correspondent 
is the one with the other ; work^ for he works : there were 
no working at all to any purpose, or with any hope, if he 
did not work. And work with fear and trembling, for he 
works of his own good pleasure, q. d. " 'Twerethe greatest 
folly imaginable to trine with one that works at so perfect 
liberty, under no obligation, that may desist when he will ; 
to impose upon so absolutely sovereign and arbitrary an 
agent, that owes you nothing ; and from whose former 
gracious operations not complied with, you can draw no 
argument unto any following ones, that because he doth, 
therefore he will. As there is no certain connexion be- 
tween present time and future, but all time is made up of 
undepending, not strictly coherent, moments, so as no man 
can be sure, because one now exists, another shall: there 
is also no more certain connexion between the arbitrary 
scfy of a free agent within such time \ so that I cannot be 

^p/v^ because he now darts in WshXMyon.in&^Y&Tici^ c«gl-> 
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agfain and again. Upon this ^ound then, what exhortation 
could be more proper than this ? " Work ont yonr salvation 
with feai and trembling." What could be more awfullj 
monitory, and enforcing of it, than that he works only of 
mere good will and pleasure 1 How should I tremble to 
think, if I should be negligent, or undutiful, he may ^ve 
out the next moment, nay let the work fail, and me perish ! 
And there is more especial cause for such an apprehen- 
sion, upon the concurrence of such things as these : 

1. If the workings of Gkxl's Spirit upon the soul of a 
man have been more than ordinarily strong and urgent, and 
do now cease :.if there have been more powerful convic- 
tions, deeper humiliations, more awakened fears, more 
formed purposes of a new life, more fervent desires, that 
are now all vanished and fled, and the sinner is returned 
to his old dead and dull temper. 

2. If there be no disposition to reflect and consider the 
difference, no sense of his loss, but he apprehends such 
workings of spirit in him unnecessary troubles to him, 
and thinks it well he is delivered and eased of them. 

3. If in the time when he was under such workings of 
spirit, he had made known his case to his minister, or any 
godly friend, whose company he now shuns, as not willing 
to be put in mind or hear any more of such matters. 

4. If hereupon he hath more indulged sensual inclina- 
tion, taken more liberty, gone against the checks of his 
own conscience, broken former good resolutions, involved 
himself in the guilt of any grosser sins. 

5. If conscience, so baffled, be now silent; lets him 
alone, grows more sluggish ana weaker (which it must) as 
his lusts grow stronger. 

6. If the same Uvely powerftd ministry, which before 
affected him much, now moves him not. 

7. If especially he is grown into a dislike of such preach- 
ing ; if serious godliness, and what tends to it, are oecome 
distasteful to him ; if discourses of God, and Christ, of 
death and judgment, and of a holy life, are reckoned super- 
fluous ana needless, are unsavoury and disrelished ; if he 
have learned to put disgraceful names upon things of this 
import, and the persons that mast value them, and live 
accordingly ; if he hath taken the seat of the scomer, and 
makes it liis business to deride what he had once a rever- 
ence for, or took some complacency in. 

8. If, upon all this, God wilVkdiaw svxgV ^ m\KJ^T^>^ 
that be is now warned and adinoiii^<&^^ «i^QtVft^ ^sk.^ 
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striren with, as formerly, no more. ' O the fearful danger 
of that man's case I Hath he no cause to fear lest the 
things of Ms peace should be for ever hid from his ejest 
Surely he hiOh much cause of fear, but not of despair. 
Fear would in this case be his great duty, and mi^ht yet 
prove the means of sayin|f him ; despair would be his very 
neinous and destroying sm. If yet he would be stirred up 
to coQsider his case, whence he is fallen, and whither he is 
falling, and set himself to serious seeidngs of God, cast 
down himself before him, abase himself, cry for mercy, as 
for his life, there is yet hope in his case. God may make 
here an instance what he can obtain of himself to do for a 
perishing wretch ! But, 

IV. If with any that have liyed under the Gospel, their 
day is (juite expired, and the things of their peace now for 
eyer hid from their eyes, this is in itself a most dq>lorable 
case, and much lamented by our Lord Jesus himseu. That 
the case is in itself most deplorable, who sees not 1 A soul 
^ lost ! a creature capable of God ! upon its way to him I 
near to the kingdom of Gkxl ! shipwrecked in the port ! O 
sinner, frcmi how high a hope art thou fidlen ! into what 
depths of misery and wo ! And that it was lamented by 
our Lord, is in the text He beheld the ci^r, (very gene* 
* rally, we have reason to apprehend, inhabited by such 
wretched creatures,) and wept over it This was a very 
affectionate lamentation. We lament often, very heartily, 
many a sad case, for which we do not shed tears. But 
tears, such tears, falling from such eyes! the issues of the 
purest and best governed passion that ever was, showed 
the true greatness of the cause. Here could be no exor* 
bitancy or unjust excess, nothing more than was propor- 
tionable to the occasion. There needs no other proof that 
this is a sad case, than that our Lord lamented it with 
tears, which that he did, we are plunly told, so that touch- 
ing tnat, there is no place for doubt All that is liable to 
question is, whether we are to conceive in him any like 
resentments of such cases, in his present glorified state 1 

Indeed we cannot think heaven a place or state of sad* 
ness, or lamentation ; and must take heed of conceiving 
anv thing there, especially on the throne of glory, unsoit- 
shfe to the most perfect nature, andlliiftxdo&x. ^oTvao&^aXft. 
We are not to imagine tears there, "wXos^Ya.xlfejaX'Va^sW 
-Jv^TiVwi are wiped away from infetiox e^ea-, t^o mji,«» 
^, or sighing, which are aU lLeda^iM»?2^^^>»^^ 
^ore; asOiere can be no other ua:b\d^e«Mi«>^^^««S>K3a 
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Bat when expressions that import anger, or grief, are uaad, 
even concerning Qod himself, we most seyer in our con- 
ception eyery thing of imperfection, and ascribe every 
thing of real perfection. We are not to think such expres- 
sions signify nothing, that they have no meaning, or that 
nothing at all is to be attributed to him under them. 

Nor are we again to think they signify the same thing 
with what we find in ourselves, and are wont to express 
by those names. In the Divine nature, there may be real, 
and yet most serene, complacency and displacency, viz, 
that are unaccompanied with the least commotion, and im- 
port nothing of imperfection, but perfection rather, as it is 
a perfection to ap^ehend things suitably to what in them- 
selves they ace. The Holy Scriptures frequently speak of 
God as angry, and grieved for the sins of men, and their 
miseries which ensue therefrom. And a real aversion and 
dislike is signified thereby, and by many other expressions, 
which in us would signify vehement agitations of affec- 
tion, that we are sure can have no place in him. We 
ought therefore in our own thoughts to ascribe to him that 
cahn aversion of will, in reference to the sins and miseries 
of men in general; and, in our own apprehensions, to re- ^ 
move to the utmost distance firom him all such agitations 
of passion or affection, even though some expressions that 
occur, carry a great appearance thereof, should they be 
understood according to numan measures, as they are hu- 
man forms of speech. As, to instance in what is said by 
the glorious Gk)d himself, and very near in sense to what 
we nave in the text, what can be more pathetic, than that 
lamenting wish, Psal. Ixxxi. 13. O that my people had 
hearkened unto me, and Israel had walked^in my ways ! 

But we must take heed lest, under the pretence that we 
cannot ascribe every thing to GKxl that such expressions 
seem to import, we therefore ascribe nothing. We ascribe 
nothing, if we do not ascribe to a real unwillingness that 
men should sin on, and perish ; and consequently a real 
willingness that they should turn to him. and live ; which 
so many plain texts assert. And therefore it is unavoid- 
ably imposed upon us, to believe that God is truly unwil- 
ling of some things, which he doth not tJ»sJL^NKi xjo^jb^- 
pose his omnipotency to hmdei, Wi^ » Vvo^l ^"^^^^ ^^ 
some things, which he doth not p\iX iotvWva. wasC^sjRWfi^ 
toe feet. That he most fitly m«klUv\^v^'iox?fisv^^^ 

^A^ d^pensations towards mcii.Xo ^o^^^^'^^^'^x^s 

5* 
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them that live under the GospeV) to work upon their minds, 
their hope, and their fear ; aflferdin^ them the ordinair 
assistances of sapemataral light and rafluence, with which 
he requires them to comply, and which, upon their reAia- 
ing to do so, he may most righteously withhold, and give 
them the victory to their own ruin ; though oftentimes he 
doth, from a sovereignty of grace, put forth that greater 
power upon others, equally negligent and obstinate, not to 
enforce, out effectually to incline, their wills, and gain a 
victory over them, to their salvation. 

Nor is his will towards the rest altogether ineffectual, 
though it have not this effect. For whosoever thou art that 
livest under the Gospel, though thou dost not know that 
God so wills thy conversion and salvation, as to effect it, 
whatsoever resistance thou now makest ; though thou art 
not sure he will finally overcome all thy resistance, and 
pluck thee as a fireband out of the mouth of hell : yet 
thou canst not say bis good will towards thee hath been 
without any effect at all tending thereto. He hath often 
called upon thee in his Gospel, to repent and turn to him 
through Christ ; he hath waited on thee with long patience, 
and given thee time and space of repentance ; he hath 
withm that time been often at work with thy soul. Hath 
he not manjT times let in beams of light upon thee 1 shown 
thee the evil of thy ways 1 convinced thee % awakened 
thee 1 half persuaded thee 1 and thou never badst reason 
to doubt, but that if thou hadst set thyself with serious 
diligence to Work out thy own salvation, he would have 
wrought on, so as to have brought things to a blessed issue 
for thy soul. 

Thou mightest discern his mind towards thee to be agree- 
able to his word, wherein he hath testified to thee he de- 
sired not the death of sinners, that he hath no pleasure in 
the death of him that dieth, or in the death of the wicked, 
but that he should turn ana live ; exhorted thee, expostu- 
lated with thee, and others in thy condition. Turn ve, turn 
ve, why wiU ve die 7 He hath told thee expressly tny stub- 
bomness, and contending against him, did grieve him, and 
Tex his Spirit; that thy sin, wherein thou hast indulged 
ihjrseii, hath been an abomination to him, that it was the 
Mbominable thing n^hich his soul ^aXe&.,^«X\:A'^ire& broken 
^ib the whorish heart of such, as thow, vndi \>t«Ba«^ ^Cb«t^ 

^^ ^ * ^^ ^^t "'"'*8 *Wi o€ a^ieoves. 
-WW- such expressions as these, >iiQw«V ^»«j^^«.T^^t" 
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though they do not signify the thing with him as they do 
in us, yet they do not signify nothing. As when hands 
and eyes are attributed to Qod, they do not signify as they 
do with ns, yet they signify somewhat correspondent, as 
Active and yisi^e power : so these expressions, though they 
signify not, in Grod, such unquiet motions and passions, 
;as they would in us, ihey do si^^iify a mind and will, really, 
though with the most perfect calmness and tranquillity, set 
-against sin, and the horrid consequences of it, which yet, 
for greater reasons than we can understand, he may not 
see fit to do all he can to prevent. And if we know not 
how to reconcile such a will in Qod, with some of our 
notions concerning the Divine nature ; shall we, for what 
•we have thought ca him, deny what he hath so expressly 
said of himself, or pretend to understand his nature better 
vthan he himself doth It 

And when we see from such express sayings in Scrip- 
-ture, reduced to a sense becoming God, how God's mind 
stands in reference to sinners, and their self-destroying 
ways, we mar thence apprehend what temper of mind our 
Xiord Jesus also bears towards them in the like case, even 
in his glorified state. For can you think there is a dis- 
agreement between him and the Father about these things 1 
And whereas we find our blessed Lord, in the days of his 
flesh, one wMle complaining men would not come to him 
that they might have life, (John v. 40.) elsewhere grieved 
at the hardness of their hearts, (Biark lii. 5.) and here scat- 
tering tears over sinnmg and perishing Jenualem ; we can- 
not doubt but that the (innocent) perturbation, which his 
earthl3r state did admit, bein^ severed, his mind is still the 
same, in reference to cases ot the same nature ; for can we 
think there is any disagreement between him and himself} 
We cannot therefore doubt but that, 

1. He distinctly comprehends the tfuth of any such case. 
He beholds from the throne of his glory above, all the 
treaties which are held and managed with sinners in his 
name, and what their deportments are therein. His eyes 
are as a flame of fire, wherewith he searches hearts, and 
trieth reins. He hath seen therefore, sinner, all alon^ 
ereiy time an ofier of grace hath been made to thee, and 
been rejected ; when thou has^ 8^i|^X«^<»sQSdef^ vt^^^^i^^ 
iBga that have been given thee, efitfrt»»M»&«i^^'Sfifi^^^ 
ih^bawe been pressed uponttoe.tox naos? "i^"^]^?!^^ 
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threatenings, against promises and allurements; and be- 
holds the tendency pi all this, what is like to come of it, 
and that, if thou persist, it will be bitterness in the end. 

2. That he hath a real dislike of the sinfulness of thy 
coarse. It is not mdifierent to him whether thoa obeyest, 
or disobeyest the Gtospel ; whether thoa turn and repent or 
no ; that he is truly displeased at thy trifling, sloth, negli- 
gence, impenitency, hardness of heart, stubborn obstinacy, 
and contempt of his grace, and takes real offence at them. 

3. He hath real kind propensions towards thee, and is 
ready to receive thy returning soul, and effectually to me- 
diate with the offended Majesty of heaven for thee, as long 
as there is any hope in thy case. 

4. When he sees there is no hope, he pities thee, while 
thou seest it not, and dost not pit3r thyself. Pity and mer- 
cy above are not names only; 'tis a great reality that is 
signified by them, and that hath place there, in far higher 
excellency and perfection, than it can with us]xx)r mortals 
here below. Ours is but borrowed, and participated from 
that first fountain and original above. Thou dost not 
perish unlamented, even with the purest heavenly pi^, 
though thou hast made thy case incapable of remedy. As 
the well-tempered judge bewails the sad end of the male-' 
factor, whom justice obliges him not to spare, or save. 

And now let us consider what use is to be made of all 
this. And though nothing can be useful to the persons 
themselves, whom the Redeemer thus laments as lost, yet 
that he doth so, may be of great use to others. 

Use. Which will partly concern those who do justly ap- 
prehend this is not their case ; and putly such as may be 
m great fear that it is. 

I. For such as have reason to persuade themselves it is 
not their case. The best ground upon which any can ccm- 
fidently conclude this, is that they have in this their pre- 
sent day, through the grace of God, already effectually 
known the things of their peace, such, viz. as have sin- 
cerely, with all their hearts and souls, turned to God, taken 
him to be their God, and devoted themselves to him, to be 
his ; intrusting and subjecting themselves to the saving 
mercy and governing power of the Redeemer, according to 
^e tenor of the ^ospel-oovenant, from whieh. they do not 
^d their hearts to swerve or decline, \)Ul TcaoVf%,\\iwiXjj|5^ 
^vine assistance, to persevere bcreiii aJ^tYieix ^^J*. "^o^ 
w- j/rcA as with whom things are nlxeaAy bta^w.xoVi»x 
^'^^vtable doneiaaion, I only tay to thwcn^ 
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1. Rejoice and bless God that so it is. Christ your Re- 
deemer rejoices with you, and over you ; you may collect 
it from his contrary resentment of their case who are past 
hope; if he weep over them, he, no doubt, rejoices over 
yoo. There is joy in heaven concerning ^ron. Angels 
rejoice, your glorious Redeemer presidii^ in the joyful 
concert. And should not ^rou rejoice for yourselves 1 Con- 
sider what a discrimination is made in your case ! To 
how many hath that Gk)spel been a deadfy savour, which 
hath proved a savour of life unto life to you I How many 
have fallen on your right hand, and ;^our left, stumbling 
at the stone of ofience, which to you is become the hea£ 
8t<me of the comer, elect, and precious ! Whence is this 
difference? Did you never slight Christ 1 never make 
light of offered mercy 1 was your mind never blind or 
▼ain 1 was your heart never hard or dead 1 were the terms 
of peace and reconciliation never rejected or disregarded 
by youl How should you admire victorious grace, that 
would never desist from striving with you till it had over- 
come ! You are the triumph of the Redeemer's conquer- 
ing love, who might have oeen of his wrath and justice ! 
Endeavour vour spdrits may taste, more and more, the 
sweetness of'^reconciliation, that you may more abound in 
joj and praises. Is it not pleasant to you to be at peace 
with God 1 to find that all controversies are taken up be- 
tween him and you % that you can now approach him, and 
his terrors not make you afraid 1 that you can enter into 
the secret of his presence, and solace yourselves in his as- 
sured favour and love 1 How should you joy in Grod 
through Jesus Christ, by whom you have received the 
atonement ! What have you now to fear 1 If, when joa 
were enemies, you were reconciled bv the death of Christ, 
how much more, being reconciled, snail you be saved by 
his life 7 How great a thing have you to oppose to all world- 
ly troubles 1 If God be for you^ who can be against you % 
Think how mean it is for the fnends of God, the favourites 
of heaven, to be dismayed at the appearances of danger 
that threaten them from the inhabitants of the earth! What 
if all the world were in a posture of hostility against you, 
when the mighty Lord of all is your friend 1 Take. K«.<^<i<^^ 
thinkiofir meanly of his powet mA Vyi^\ Na^^s5^^ "«ss^ ^^^^v 
djaninish to himself, whom ^e XaJtocs \ot V» ^^^^ ^« 
people will walk every one Vu \\ieiiwaft oV\sss ^^A^,^^ 
should not you much mote in vYie nMafcoi T^'JS^^^ V^ 
mbxm, and making your \x»;gl oi \^3cbl «SV vx^.^ ^**^ 
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O the reproach which is cast upon the glorious name of the 
rreat God^ by their diffidence and despondency, who visi- 
bly stand in special relation to him, but fear the impotent 
malice of mortal man more than they can tmst in his Al* 
mighty love ! If indeed you are justified by faith, and have 
peace with Gk>d, it becomes you so to rejoice in the hope 
of the glory of God, as also to glory in tribulation, and tell 
all the world that in his favour stands your life, and that 
you care not who is displeased with you for the things 
wherewith, you have reason to apprehend, he is pleased. 
3. Demean yourselves with that care, caution, and duti- 
fulness that become a state of reconciliation. Bethink 
yourselves that your present peace and friendship with God 
is not original, and continued from thence, but hath been 
interrupted and broken; that your peace is not that of con- 
stantly innocent persons. You stand not in this good and 
happ^ state because you never offended, but as being re^ 
conciled, and who therefore were once enemies. And 
when you were brought to know, in that your day, which 
you have enjoyed, the things belonging to ^our peace, you 
were made to feel the smart and taste the bitterness of your 
having been alienated, and enemies in your minds by 
wicked works. When the terrors of God did beset voa 
round, and his arrows stuck fhst in you, did you not then 
find trouble and sorrow 1 were you not in a fearful expec- 
tation of wrath and fiery indignation to consume and bum 
you up as adversaries 1 Would you not then have given 
alt the world for. a peaceful word or lookl for any glim- 
mering hope of peace 1 How wary and afraid should you 
be of a new breach ! How should vou study acceptable 
deportments, and to walk worthy of God unto all well- 
pleasing ! How strictly careful should you be to keep 
faith with him, and abide steadfast in his covenant ! How 
concerned for his interest ! and in what agonies of spirit, 
when vou behold the eruptions of enmity against him from 
any others ! not from any distrust, or fear oi final prejudice - 
to nis interest, but from the apprehension of the unrighte- 
ousness of the thing itself, and a dutiful love to his namo, 
throne, and government. How zealous should you be to 
draw in others I how fervent in your endeavours, within 
Xoar own sphere, and how large myoui (^ft-axcs, «TX«Bded 
ms/kr as the sphere of the universe, lYvaX c^fttv\cc«fcm\^\. 
^w^ to him, and every tongue confess Xo n\m\ T\«?| 
^Offht to be more deeply concerned toTYiisx\%>i^e.ov»c».xi»^, 
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against it. And ought besides to be filled with compas- 
sion towards the souls of men, yet in an unreconciled 
state, as hairing known by the terrors of the Lord, and re- 
membering the experienced dismalness and horror of that 
state, what it was to have Divine wrath and justice armed 
against you with Almighty power ! And to have heard 
the thunder of such a voice, " I lift my hand to heaven, 
and swear I live for ever, if I whet my glittering sword, 
and my hand take hold on vengeance, I will recompense 
ftiry to mine adversaries, vengeance to mine enemies." — 
Do you not know what the case is like to be, when pot- 
sherds, that should strive but with the potsherds of the 
earth, venture to oppose themselves as antagonists to om- 
nipotency 1 And when briars and thorns set themselves 
in battle-array against the consuming fire, how easily it 
can pass through, and devour, and bum them up together? 
Ana how much more fearful is their condition that know 
it not ! but are ready to rush like the horse into the battle ! 
Do you owe no duty, no pity to them that have the same 
nature with you, and with whom your case was once the 
same 1 If you do indeed know the things of your peace 
God-ward, so as to have made your peace, to have come 
to an agreement, and struck a covenant with him ; you 
have now taken his side, are of his confederates ; not as 
equals but subjects. You have sworn allegiance to him, 
and associated yourself with all thjem that have done so. 
There can hereupon be but one common interest to him 
and you. Hence therefore you are most strictly obliged 
to wish well to that interest, and promote it to your uttfir- 
most, in his own way, t. e. according to his openly avowed 
inclination and design, and the genuine constitution of 
that kingdom which he hath erected, and is intent to en- 
large and extend Airther in the world. That, you do well 
know, is a kingdom of grace ; for his natural kingdom al- 
ready confines with the universe, and can have no enlarge- 
ment, without enlarging the creation. Whosoever they 
are that contend against him, arc not merely enemies, 
therefore, but rebels. And you see he aims to conquer 
them by love and goodness; and therefore treats with 
them, and seeks to establish & kin^om Q>^«^>X!L<!sa^^\&.'«s^ 
by a Mediator, who if he were tvo\. yoXkox. xs^wft^ ^^ jwaaa. 
design, bad never lamented \\ie desXTWi>km. ^^ *^\S^S^^ 
and wept over their tuin, «a\ifete>joa%!A. ^^»^J'2Sw« 
should you long for the coatetsioa ot ^^^^V*^'^^^ 



00 THE redeemer's TEARS 

ment of his kingdom this way, both out of lo3ralQr to binii 
and comimwritm towards them. 

IL For such as may be in great fear lest this proTe to be 
their case. They are either such as may fear it, but do 
not ; or such as are deeply afflicted with this actual fear. 

1. For the former sort, who are in too great danger of 
bringing themselves into this dreadful deplorate condition, 
bat apprehend nothing of it All that is to be said to 
them apart by themselves, is only to awaken them oot t^ 
their drowsy, dangerous slumber and security ; and then 
they wlQ be capable of being spoken to, together with the 
other sort. Let me therefore, 

1. Demand of you; do you believe there is a Lord 
over yoU| yea or no 7 Use your thoughts, for about mat- 
ters mat concern you less, yon can tidnk. Do 3rou not 
aj^rehend you have an invisible Owner and Ruler, that 
nghtfully claims to himself an interest in you^ and a go- 
verning power over you 7 How came you mto being 1 
You know you made not yourselves. And if you yet look 
no higher tnan to progenitors of your own kind, mortal 
men, as you are ; how came they into being 1 You have 
so much understanding about you, if you would use it, as 
to know they could none of them maJce themselves more 
than you, and that, therefore, human race must have had 
its beginning from some superior Maker. And did not 
he that made them make you and all things else 1 Where 
are your arguments to prove it was otherwise, and that 
this world, and all the generations of men, took oeginning 
of themselves, without a wise and ihi^hty Creator 1 Pro- 
duce your strong reasons, upon which you will venture 
your souls, and Hi the p^ibiiities of your being happy or 
miserable to eternity 1 will your imagination make you 
safe 1 and protect you against his wrath and justice, whose 
authority you will not ownl Can you, by it, uncreate 
your Creator, and nullify the eternal Bein^l or have yon 
any thing else, besides your own blind ima^ation^ to 
make you confident, that all things came of nothing, with- 
out any maker? But if you know not how to tlunk this 
reasonable, and apprehend you must allow yourselves to 
oweyom being to an AhnielitY Oiealoi, Vet me^ 
^ Ask of YOU. how you ulnk yonx me \& xcLvm^»^t^^ 
-A?/A not he that made you live, keep ^oufl!!^^fe%'V'n3L««a& 
jncm have heard we all live, and rnove^ wisWon^ «tt\»- 
ffgs in him, doth it not seem moaJt UkeVy \o wo.jo\»»i 
^ave you power of your own life'^ T>o70uVteMaLiwi.«a 
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live as long ai toq wih 7 At least do you not find you need 
the conmuu helps of meat and drink, and air and clothing, 
for Uie suprport and comfort of yoar lives 1 And are not 
all these his creatures as well as yon % And can yon have 
them, whether he will or no 1 

3. And how can yoa think that he that made and main- 
tains yon, hath no right to rule you 1 If it were possible any 
one should as much depend upon you, would you not claim 
such power oyer him f Can yfou. suppose yourself to be 
under no obligation to please mm, who hath done so much 
for youl and to do his will, if you can any way know it 1 

4. And can you pretend you nave no means to know iti 
That book that ^oes up and down under the name of his 
Word, can you disprove it to be his Word 1 1f such writings 
should now first come into the world, so sincere, so awfoJ, 
so holy, so heavenly, bearing so expressly the Divine 
image, avowing themselves to oe from God, and the most 
wonderful works are wrought to prove them his word, the 
deaf made to hear, the blind to see, the dumb to speak, the 
sick healed, the dead raised, by a word only commanding 
it to be so, would you not confess this to be sufficient evi- 
dence that this revelation came from heaven. And are 
you not sufficiently assured they are so confirmed 1 Do 
you find in yourselves any inclination to cheat your child- 
ren, in any thing that concerns their well being 1 Why 
should you more suspect your forefather's desupi, to cheat 
you in the mere reporting falsely a matter of fact 1 Was 
not human nature tne same, so many hundred years asp f 
Did ever (he enemies of the Christian name, in the earlier 
days of Christiani^, when it was but a iiovelty in the 
woiid, and as much hated, and endeavoured to be rooted 
out, as ever any profession was, deny such matters of fact 1 
Have not some of the most spiteful of them confessed it Y 
Did not Christians then willmgly sacrifice their lives by 
multitudes, upon the assured truth of these things. Have 
they not been ever since most strictly careftil to preserve 
these writings, and transmit them, as wherein the all of 
themselves and their posterity was contained 1 And where 
is now your new light 1 where are your latter discoveries^ 
upon which, so many ages after, 70U «i«i ^JJcJifc nrj «fv^ 
these writings of falsehood, or daie 'vciiScatcXa ^isSwSoss'^ 

them? . . 

A But if yoa believe these writiMS Vo \» ^^T^^^^« 
expressly w it told you, in them, wW xY^^ ^^%a^^ 
^ase IS aod-wa,Td, and what he xiqaiTesol^aaV ^<s«. 
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see you have displeased him, and how you are to please 
him, as hath been shown before in this discourse. You 
know that you have lived in the world mindless and inr 
, observant of him^ not trusting, fearing, lovinff^ or delight* 
ing in him, dechning his acquaintance ana converse } 
seeking your own pleasure, following your indinatioQ, 
doing your own will ; as if you were supreme,- never mind- 
ing to refer your actions to his precepts as your rule, or to 
ids glory as your end. And from mat word of his )rou 
may understand all this to be very displeasing to mm. 
And that you can never please him by continuing this 
course, but by breaking it off, and returning to him as your 
Lord and your Qod. That since vour case did need a re- 
deemer, and reconciler, and he hath provided and appointed 
one for you ; you are to aj^ly yourselves to him, to commit 
and subject your souls to him, to trust in his merits and 
blood, and submit to his authority and government. And, 

6. Are yon not continually called hereto by the Qospei, 
under wluch you have lived all this while! so that you 
are in actual, continual rebellion against him all the while 
you comply not with this call ; every breath you draw is 
rebellious breath. There is no moment wherein this lies 
not upon you, by every moment's addition to your time, 
Alid that patience of his which adds by moments- to your 
life, and should lead you to repentance, is, while you. re- 
pent not, perverted by you, only to the treasuring up of 
wrath against the day of wrath, and the revelation of his 
righteous judgment. 

7. And do you not find, as his word also plainly teUs jrou, 
a great averseness and disinclination in you to any such 
serious solenrn applying yourself to him, and your Re- 
deemer 1 Try your own hearts ^ do you not find them draw 
back and recoil 1 if you urge them, do they not still fly 
off 1 How loth are you to retire ! and set yourselves to 
consider your case ! and unto serious seekme^ of Gk>d in 
Christ ! both from a reluctancy and indisposition to any 
such employment as this is itself, and from disafieetion to 
that whereto it tends, the breaking off your former sinful 
coarse ofhfe, and entering upon a better. And does not 

m/I tills show yon the plain truth oC whaX the word of God 

Aaih told you f that the Ethiopian voskj as sooxi t>«xv^^ \a& 

slcui, or the leopard his spots, as tYiey ^o gocA^Vo ^\^^- 

customed to do evil ; (Jer. riii. ^^ X\mX yoxx\v«.ve ^ \i«axs. 

^ cannot repent, (Rom. ii, 5.^ \Sl\ Qodi ^^^ 7^^ ^^;?^^>* 

oce to life (J^cts ». 18.) that you caanov come vo Cto«ft 
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till the Father draw yon, John vi. 44. Do you not see 
your case then 1 that you must perish if you have not help 
irom heaven, if Qod do not give you his |n^ace, to over- 
come and cure the averseness and malignity of your na^ 
turel that things are likely thus to run on with yon as they 
have from day to day, and from year to year; and yon 
that are nnwilling to take the course that is necessary for 
your salvation to-day, are likely to be as nnwilling to- 
morrow, and so your lives consume in vanity, till you drop 
into perdition 1 But, 

8. Dost thou not also know, sinner, (what hath been so 
newly shown thee from Gt)d's word,) that, by thy being 
under the Gkispel, thou hast a day of grace 1 not only as 
offers of pardon and reconciliation are- made to thee m it, 
but also as through it, converting, heart-renewing grace 
is to be expected, and may be had 1 that what is sufficient 
for the turning and changing of thy heart, is nsuaUy not 
given all at once, but as gentler insinuations (the infection 
of some good thoughts and desires) are complied with, 
more powerful influences may be hoped to follow 1 that 
therefore thou art concerned, upon any such thought cast 
into thy mind, of going now to seek Qod for the life of thy 
soul, to strive, th]rself, against thy own disinclination 1 that 
if thou do not, butyield to it, and still defer, it may prove 
mortal to theel Fx>r is it not plain to thee in itself, and 
from what hath been said, that this day hath its limits, and 
^11 come to an end 1 Dost thou not mow thou art a mor- ' 
tal creature, that thy breath is in thy nostril 1 Dost thou 
4niow how near thou art to the end of thy life 1 and how 
few breaths there may be for thee between this present 
moment and eternity 1 Dost thou not know thy day of 
!grace may end before thy lifel thatlhou mayst be cast far 
enough out of the sound of the Gospel 1 and if then 
shouldst carry any notices of it with thee, thou, who hast 
t>een so imapt to consider them, while they were daily 
pressed upon thee, wilt most probably be less apt when 
thou hearest of no such thin^ 1 that thou majrst live still 
under the Gospel, and the Spirit of ^race retire from thee, 
und never attempK thee more for thy former desnitiiL^QC 
it 7 For what obligation hast Ihoxiuviw^^i^!^^'^®^'^'^^^ 
Or why shouldst than think a BeVty \»vaA\o ^^KsA.^«:^e^ 
thjrtrimngsl And, . -w v-^ 

9. If yet all this move not: cohsv^lw ^^^>'^Trt^ 
rfie unreconciled to God I TKou \ieal >^^^>Yt^V^i^ 
A«^ made tiiee gracious offers ot v^^Bfce,^^^^^^^^'^ 
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thee, thou hast made light of all. The matter most at 
length end either in reconciliation or vengeance ! The 
former is not acceptable to thee : art thou prepared for the 
latter 1 canst thou sustain it 1 Is it not a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God 1 Thou wilt not do 
him right ; he must then right himself upon thee. Dost 
thou think he cannot do if? canst thou doubt his power % 
Cast thine eyes about thee, behold the greatness (as far as 
thou canst) of this creation of his, whereof thou art a very 
little part. He that hath made tnat sun over thine head, 
and stretched out those spacious heavens, that hath fur- 
nished them with those innumerable bright stars, that go- 
verns all their motions, that hath hung this earth upon no- 
thing, that made and sustains that CTeat variety of crea- 
tures that inhabit it, can he not deu with thee, a wormi 
Can thine heart endure, or thine hands be strong, if he 
plead with theel if he surround thee with his terrors, and 
set them in battle array against thee 1 Hell and destruc* 
tion are open before him, and without covering: how soon 
art thou cast in and ingulfed ! Sit down, and consider 
whether thou be able, with thy impotency, to stand before 
him, that comes aj^inst thee with almiMy power / Is it 
not better to sue m time for peace 1 But perhaps thou 
mayst sav, " I begin now to fear it is too late, I have so 
long slighted the Gospel, resisted the Holy Spirit of God, 
abused and baffled mjr own light and conscience, that I 
am afraid God will quite abandon me, and cast me off for 
ever." It is well if thou do indeed begin to fear. That 
fear gives hope. Thou art then capable of coming into 
their rank who are next to be spoken to, viz, 

% Such as feel themselves afflicted with the apprehen^ 
sion and dread of their having outrlived their dav, and 
that the things of their peace are now irrecoverably hid 
from their eyes. I desire to counsel such faithfully, accord- 
ing to that light and guidance which the Gtospel of our 
Lord afibrds us in reference to any such case. 

1. Take heed of stifling that fear suddenly, but labour to 

improve it to some advantage, and then to cure and remove 

jt brrationalt evangelical means and methods. Do not, 

as tnou lovest the lite of thy soul, go «i5cK>\iXsa'itoAY,or by 

aadae means, to smother or cxtinguisYi \l. 'T^ \«i V*- 

sj'bJe, when any such apprehensioii slt\\Les m\o «t xaas^^ 

^^d, because 'tis a sharp orpierciugl\ioxis\jX,^SsXoi\»V^ 

^/f^ ^>e« him molestation, and some ^^J^^^^^^^^l 

W the dart too soon, and cit it away. P«\«:fia sosJa. * 
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•course is taken, as doth him unspeakably more mischief, 
than a thousand such thoughts would ever do. He di- 
verts, it may be, to vain company, or to sensuality, talks 
or dnnks awav his trouble ; makes death his cure of pain, 
and to avoid the fear of hell, leaps into it. Is this indeed 
the wisest course 1 Either thy apprehension is reasonable, 
or unreasonable. If it should prove a reasonable appre- 
hension, as it is a terrible one, would the neglect of it be- 
come a reasonable creature, or mend thy case 1 if it shall 
be foond unreasonable, it may require time and some de- 
bate to discover it to be so ; whereby^, when it is manifestly 
detected, with how much ^eater satisfaction is it laid aside ! 
Labour then to inquire rightly concerning this matter. 

S. In this inquiry, consider diligently what the kind of 
that fear is that you find yourselves afflicted with. The 
fear that perplexes your heart, must someway correspond 
. to the apprehension you have in yoar mind, touching yoar 
case. Consider what that is, and in what form it shows 
itself there. Doth it appear in the form of a peremptory 
judgment, a definitive sentence, which you have past with- 
in yourself concerning your case ; that your day is over, 
ana you are a lost creature ? or only of a mere doubt, lest 
it should prove sol The fear that corresponds to the 
former of tnese, makes you quite desperate, and obstinate- 
ly resolute against anv means for the Itettering of your 
condition. The fear that answers to the latter apprehen- 
sion, hath a mixture of hope in it, which admits of some- 
what to be done for your relief, and will prompt thereunto. 
Labour to discern which of these is the present temper and 
posture of your spirit. 

3. If you find it be the former, let no thought any lon^r 
dwell in your mind vmder that form^ viz. as a definitive 
sentence concerning your state. You have nothing to do 
to pass such a judgment ; the tendency of it is dismal and 
horrid, as you mav, yourself, perceive. And your ground 
for it is none at all. Your conscience within you is to do 
the office of a judge ; but only of an under-judge, that is 
to proceed strictly by rule, prescribed and set by the sove- 
reign Lord and Arbiter of life and death : there is one 
Lawgiver, who is able to save «iv^ Vo ^<e&X\Q^ . "^vix ">^ 
your confidence, as an undei-iudge, Vo hvr^^^ «^^^>'^^^ 
m cases within your cognizance. TYi\& ^^^soX^^"^^ 
state is a, reserved, excepted case,\>e\OTk!Kfl^ ^2^^ -* 
sapremetribuDsil, whicfi you musl XJto^ ^^«^ |S>« 
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ao there will be high presumption in this despair. Dare 
you take upon you to cancel and nullifV to yourself the 
obligation of the evangelical law 1 and whereas that makes 
it your duty to repent, and believe the Gk)spel, to absolve 
3rottrself from this bond, and say, it is none of your duty, 
or make it impossible to you to do iti You have matter 
and cases enough within the cognizance of your conscience, 
not only the particular actions of your life, but your pre- 
sent state also, whether you be as yet in a state of accept- 
ance with God, through Christ, yea or no. And here you 
have rules set you to ludge by. But concerning your final 
state, or that you shall never be brought into a state of ac- 
ceptance, you have no rule by which you can make such a 
judgment ; and therefore this judgment belongs not to you. 
ijook then upon the matter of your final condition, as a& 
exempt case, reserved to the future judgment, and the pre- 
sent determination whereof, against yourself, is without 
your compass and line, and most unsuitable to the state of 
probation, wherein, you are to reckon, God continues you 
nere, with the rest of men in this world; and therefore 
any such judgment you should tear and reverse, and as 
such, not permit to have any place with you. 
, 4. Yet since, as hath been said, you are not quite to re- 
ject or obliterate any apprehension or thought touchinp^ 
this subject, make it your business to correct and reduce it 
to that other form, t. e. let it only for thepresent remain with 
you, as a doubt how your case now stands, and what issue 
It may at length have. And see that your fear thereupon 
be answerable to your apprehension, so rectified. While 
as yet it is not evident, you have made your peace with 
God upon his known terms, you are to consider God hath 
left your case a doubtful case, and you are to conceive of 
it accordingly; and are to entertain a fear concerning it, 
not as certainly hopeless, but as uncertain. And as yours 
is really a doubtful case, 'tis a most important one. It 
concerns vour souls, and your eternal well-*being, and is 
not therefore to be neglected, or trifled with. You do not 
know how God will deal witn you : whether he will again 
afford you such help as he hath done, or whether ever he 
will emctnally move your heart unto conversion and sal- 
vBiian. You therefore are to work, oulyovxx sBXN^Voft.-^^ 
fear and trembling, because (as was uA^^ovC^V^ Niat>a^ 
^ittofJus own good pleasure. Your ieax ^ooJA nov «l- 

f^ ibis state of your case, so as to exc\wdLe^«^. vx;^ 

^''OgpeakablecoicernmeDXVijoxi^i!^^ 
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gle with your fear. That will do much to mollify and 
soften your hearts, that after all the abuse of mercy, and 
imposing upon the patience of God, your neglects and 
slights of a Dleeding Saviour, your resisting and grieTing 
the Spirit of grace, ne may yet, once for all, visit your for* 
lorn soul with his vital influence, and save you from go- 
ing down to perdition ! How can your hearts but melt 
and break upon this apprehension I And it is not a ground- 
less one. He that *^ came not to call the righteous but 
sinners to repentance," will not fail to treat them well, 
whom he sees beginning to listen to his call, and enter- 
taining the thoughts tha^ most'directlj tend to bring them 
to a compliance with it. Your hope insinuating itself and 
mingling with your fear, is highly grateful to the God of 
all grace. He takes pleasure in them that fear liitn^ and in 
them that hope in his mercy, Psal. cxlvii. 11. 

5. But see to it also that your fear be not slight and mo- 
mentary, and that it vanish not, while as yet it hath so 
neat a work to do in you, viz. to engage you to accept 
God's own terms of ])eace and reconciliation, with all your 
heart and soul. It is of continual use, even not only in 
order to conversion, but to the converted also. Can you 
think those mentioned words were spoken to none such, 
Phil. ii. 13, 13. 1 or those, Heb. iv. 1. Let us therefore 
fear, lest a promise being left us of entering into his rest, 
any of you should seem to come short, du;. 1 And do we 
not find a holy fear is to contribute all along to the whole 
of progressive sanctmcation 1 3 Cor. vii. 1. Having there- 
fore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse our- 
selves from all filthiness of^the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of Gk>d. And that by it he preserves 
his own, that they never depart from him, Jer. xzxii. 40. 
Much more do you need it in your present case, while 
matters are yet in treaty between God and you. And as 
it should not exceed the true apprehension of your case, 
80 nor should it come short of it. 

6. You should therefore in order hereto aggravate to 
yourselves, the just causes of your fear. Why are you 
afraid your day should be over, and the things of your 
peace he for ever hid from youi e'jes'V ^a yl^vc^.^Omx-^q^ 
nave sinned against much light, «cgMBsX. tmkk^ 05kRRi«s» «^ 

jraur own consciences, against moji'^ v«t^ ^^'^'^^''^^^'^Si, 
mgs and exhortations, many earnest Vxavo*^"^^^^^ <? 
jggNMid entreaties you have \iad \xi t\ie J»^^^^^l ^^ C 
w*^, xnany motions aad sttvrmg^ ol ^^^ ^\^^ 
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thereby 1 Let your thoughts dwell upon these things. ' 
Think what it is for the great Grod, the Lord of glory, to 
have been slighted by a worm ! Doih not this deserve as iU 
things at the hands of God as you can fear 1 'Tis fit you 
should apprehend what your desert is, though perhaps 
mercy may interpose and avert the deserved dreadful event. 
And if he have signified his displeasure towards you here- 
upon, by desisting for the present, and ceasing to strive 
with you as he hath formerly done ; if your heart be grown 
more cold, and dead, and hard, than sometime it was : if 
you have been left so as to fall into grosser sin*, 'tis highly 
reasonable ]^ou should fear being finallv forsaken of Uie 
blessed spirit of God, aud greatly fear it, but with an awful 
fear, that may awaken you most earnestly to endeavour 
his return to you, not with a despairing fear, that will bind 
you up from any further endeavour for your soul at alL 

And if upon all this (by death or otherwise^ such a min- 
istry be withdrawn from you as God did work by, in some 
degree, upon yoo, and you find not in that kind, what is 
so suitable to your state and case ; take heed lest you be 
stupid under such a stroke. Think what it imports unto 
you, if Grod have, as it were, said concerning any servant 
of his, (as Ezek. iii. 86.) I will make his tongue cleave to 
the roof of his mouth, that he shall not be a reprover to 
you any more ! Consider that God may by this be making 
way that " wrath may come upon you to the uttermost," 
and never let you have opportunity to know more the 
things of your peace. Perhaps you may never meet with 
the man more, that shall speaK so accommodately to your 
condition, that shall so closdy pursue you through all the 
haunts, and subterfuges, and lurking-holes, wherein your 
guilty convinced soul nath been wont to hide itself, and 
falsely seek to heal its own wounds. One of more value 
may oe less apt, possibly, to profit you: as a more polished 
key doth not therefore alike fit every lock. And thy case 
may be such, that thou shalt never hear a sermon or the 
voice of a preacher more. 

7. And now in this case recollect yourselves, what sins 

jrou have been formerly convinced of, imder such a minis- 

ut, and which yoa have persisted m notwithstanding. 

Were you never convinced of yout Jieg\«.\iTi% S5tQd.^«xA 

Jivmg- as without him in the wotVd'l ot y«rw Vo^ «&\^«ai 

and disregard of Christ % of your voT\d\\xie8&, yo\« ixaaA.- 

^K.onlv the things of this carth'l oCyout caraa^xtj.^^w. 
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pleasures more than loirers of Qod 1 of your UBprofitaUe- 
ness in your station 1 wherein you ought to ha^e lired 
more conformably to Christian rules and precepts, accord- 
ing to the relations wherein Qod had set you 1 Were yoQ 
aever convinced how very faulty governors you have been, 
or members of families 1 parents or masters, children or 
servants, &c. 1 What will this come to at last, that con- 
victions have hitherto signified and served for nothing but 
increase of guilt 1 

8. Under all this weight and load of guik, consider what 
you have to do for your souls ! Bethink yourselves ; are 
3rou to sit down and 3rield yourselves to bensh 1 Con- 
sider, man, it is the business of thy soul, ana of thine eter- 
nal state, that is now before thee. Thou hast the dreadfVil 
flaming gulf of everlasting horror and miserv in view ; hast 
thou nothing left thee to do but to throw th3rself into it 1 
Methinks thou shouldst sooner reconcile thy thoughts 
to any thing than that ; and that, if any thing at all be to 
be done for thine escape, thou shouldst rather set thvself 
about it, and do it. Thou art vet alive, not yet in hell, yet 
the patience of Gk)d spares thee, thou hast yet time to 
consider, thou hast the power to think ^et left thee, and 
canst thou use it no other way than to thmk of perishing 1 
Thmk rather how not to perish. A great point is gained, 
if thou art but brought to say, *' What shall I do to be 
saved 1" which doth imply thou dost both apprehend the 
distressedness of tlnr case, and art willing to do any thing 
that is to be done for thy relief. And if thou art brought 
to this, thy circumstances may perhap be such, that thou 
canst only put this question to thjrself, and art only thyself 
to answer it, without a living, present guide, which may 
therefore make such a help as this needful to thee. Pos- 
sibly some irresistible providence may have so cast thy lot, 
that thou art only now to be thy own preacher ; though it 
sometiine was otherwise with thee ; and things were said 
to thee most suitable to the condition of thy soul, which 
thou wouldst not then consider. It is yet pressed upon 
thee to consider now, with some design to direct thy 
thoughts, that they ran not into useless and troubles/omfi. 
confusion only. And your snb\ecx\ie?ai% "^XiftX Q«sasfc^^s«^. 
are now to take, that you may esca^ ^xeroa^ ^-wfis^^^^si^ 
ruin, 'tis obvious to you to appTtY^eii'^. ^^'^^^'^;^^Jf>KS 
*Mie against or without Gk>d,\>\iX^wSx\iVVnv,"Kcv<^^^^^^ 

Yaar ntmost consideration cim \raX ^^^^J^^dW 
bu short point, that whereas yoxk\i».^c^^%^^ 
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God that made you, incurred his wrath, and made him 
your enemy, either to resist, or treat and supplicate; That 
madness which would let you intend the former, is not 
capable of consideration at all For, if jovl consider, will 
you contend with omnipotency, or fight with an all-devoor- 
ing flame 1 And as to the latter ^ it is well for you, that it 
can be the matter of your consideration, that you have any 
encouragement to turn your thoughts that -wsy. You 
might have enemies that, being provoked, and having you 
in their power, would never admit of a treaty, nor regard 
your supplications, but fall upon you with merciless mry, 
and leave you nothingto think of but perishing. Here it 
is not so with jou. The merciful God hath graciously 
told you, fur^ is not so in him, but that (though if briars 
and thorns will set themselves in battle against him, he 
will easily pass through, and- bum them up together, yet) 
if any will take hold of his strength, that they may make 
peace with him, they shall make peace with him, Isa. 
xxvii. 4, 5. You are to consider there is danger in your 
case, and there is hope, that your sin is not so little as to 
need no forgiveness, nor too great to be forgiven. Where- 
fore, whose case soever this is, since you may be forgiven, 
if you duly apply yourselves, and must be forgiven, or you 
are imdone, my further advice to you is, and you may, as 
to this, advise yourself, having nothing else left you to do. 
9. That you cast yourselves down before the mercy- 
seat of Gk)d, humble yourselves deeply at his footstool, 
turn to him with all your soul, implore his mercy through 
Christ, make a solemn covenant with him, taking him to 
be your God, and devoting yourself to him to be bis, ac- 
cepting his Son as your Lord and Saviour, and resigning 
your soul with submission and trust entirely to him, to be 
ruled and saved by him. That you are to do this, the 
case is plain, and even speaks itself; how you are to do it 
may need to be more particularly told you. 

1. Take heed that what you do in this be not the 
mere effect of your present apprehended distress, but of 
the altered judgment and inclination of your mind and 
dieait. The apprehension of your distressed dangerous 
eondition, may be a useful means and mducement to en- 
ff^c you. more seriously to listen. MiA. %X\.e;iA\o^^ \5t^ 
pos&ls made to you in the gospeV. BxxvVi u^ii^ VJk^ 
// should be the sense of your YieaTtX)[iaX.^o\x>w^\xV^^^«t 
^ve still as MTithom Gk)d in the wot\d, wid\^«X^aa^wM 
^ever come to any such treaty ox agteemtax.^^^^' \jmik 
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mere necessity, and the fear of perishing, did not urge you 
to it, you are still but where you were. Therefore, though 
the feared danger was necessary to make you bethink 
yourself and consider what God propounds to you ; that 
consideration ought to have that further effect upon you, to 
convince you of the equity and desirableness of the things 
^emselves which he propounds, summarily, of your be- 
taking yourselves to hmi as your sovereign Lord, and su- 
preme Uood, to fear and love, obey and enjoy him, in Christ 
Jesus, and accordingly ou^htto incline ]^our heart thereto. 
3. You are to consider m your entering into this cove- 
nant with God in Christ, that it is not a transaction for the 
present only you are about, but for your whole life. This 
. CM is to be your Gtod for ever and ever, your God and 
your guide even to the death, Psal. xlviii. 14. You are 
to live in his fear and love, in his service and communion, 
all your da]rs, and must understand this to be the meaning 
and tenour of the covenant which you make with him. 

3. And hence, therefore, ic is plain that your whole 
transaction in this matter must proceed from a new 
nature, and a new vital principle of grace and holiness in 
you. What you do herein will otherwise neither be sin- 
cere nor lasting. You can never embrace religioif for itself, 
without this, nor continue on in a religious course. What 
you do only from a temporary pang of fear upon you, is 
but from a Kind of force that is for the present upon you, 
and will come to nothing, as soon as the impression of that 
fear wears off. The religion which is true and durable, is 
not from a spirit of fear, but of love, power, and a sound 
mind, 2 Tim. i. 7. You must be a new creature, Grod's 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works — 
that you may walk in them. The life of the new creature 
stanos in love to GK)d, as its way and course afterwards 
is a course of walking with Grod. If your heart be not 
brought to love Gk)d, and delight in him, you are still but 
dead towards Gk)d, and you still remain alive unto sin, as 
before. Whereas, if you ever come to be a Christian in- 
deed, you must be able truly to reckon yourself dead to 
sin. and alive to Gk)d through Jeisus Christ, Rom. vi. 11. 
Whereupon in your making the meftXiow^'^L ^^s^^bmqx^^^^v 
must yield yourself to God, as oii^ X)fta.X Ss ^\^i^ \x.wsi. '^^ 
dead, as 'tis ver. 13. of the same aW^Vex. Kx^a^ ^"^^^ 
and life in yoa, will maAie a\\ lYiaX ^ovl^o.V^^^^T^ r,x^ 
(whether immediately towards OcA ox xc^. ^CUs?i « 
coaiac Qf godliness, rigliteo\isaess,^^ ^\»xviXl ;^ *»^^ 
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delightftil to yovL. And because it is evident both from 
many plain scriptures, and your own and all men's expe- 
rience, that you cannot be, yourselves, the authors or a 
new life and nature, you must therefore further, in entering 
into this covenant. 

4. Most earnestly cry to Ghxl, and plead with him for 
his Spirit, by whom the vital unitive bond must be con- 
tracted between Grod and Christ and your souls. So ibis 
will be the covenant of life and peace. Lord ! how gene- 
rally do the Christians of our age deceive themselves with 
a self-6prung religion ! Divine indeed in the institution, 
but merely human, in respect of the radication and exer- 
cise ; in which respects also it must be divine or nothing. 
What, are we yet to learn that a Divine power must wonc 
and form our religion in us, as well as Divine authority 
direct and enjoin iti Do all such Scriptures go for 
nothing that tell us, it is Qod that must create the new 
heart, and renew the right spirit in us ; that he must turn 
us, if ever we be turned ; that we can never come to Christ, 
except the Father draw us, &c. 1 Nor is there any cause of 
discouragement in this, if you consider what hath before 
been said in this discourse. Ask and you shall receive, 
seek and you shall find, knock and it shall be opened to 
you. Your heavenly Father will give his Spirit to them 
that ask, more readily than parents do bread to their chil- 
dren, and not a stone. But what if you be put to ask often, 
and wait long, this doth but the more endear the gift, and 
show the high value of it. You are to remember how 
often you have grieved, resisted, and vexed this Spirit, and 
that you have made God wait long upon you. What if 
the absolute sovereign Lord of all expect your attendance 
upon him? He waits to be gracious— ancf blessed are they 
that wait for him. Renew your applications to him. Lay 
from time to time that covenant before you, which your- 
selves must be wrought up unto a full entire closure with. 
And if it be not done at one time, try yet if it will another, 
and try again and again. Remember it is for your life, for 
your soul, for your all. But do not satisfy yourself with 
only such faint motions within thee, sis may only be the 
ejects ofthv own spirit, of thy dark, dull, listless, slqggish, 
dead, hard hearty at least not of iheefficacioxjLa t%4«M?».\aa% 
inauence of the divine Spirit. "Didst xVoxx i^^ct Yksax 
/^f^J°^f^^ woridngs there have been Sn. cX\«ts, ^\«sbl 
ffoa bath been transforming aad teueNimf^ ^^"^5 *^^ 
«»Bno^ tbem into living umon wilYiUsSoiu,wid\vVKQSR 
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through him 1 What an amazing j^etrating light hath 
struck into their hearts 1 as 3 Cor. iv. 6. Sach as when 
he was making the world, enlightened the chaos. Such 
as haUi made them see things that concerned them as thby 
iTuXjr were, and with their own proper face, God, and 
Christ, and themselves, sin and duty, nearen and hell, in 
their own true appearances ! How effectually they have 
been awakened ! now the terrors of the Almighty have 
beset and seized their souls ! what agcmies and pangs 
they have felt in themselves, when the voice of God haui 
said to them, Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead, and Christ sludl give thee light ! Eph. v. 14. 
How he hath brought them down at his feet, thrown them 
into the dust, broken them, melted them, made them abase 
themselves, loathe and abhor themselves, filled them with 
sorrow, shame, confusion, and with mdignation towards 
their own guilty souls, habituated them to a severity 
against themselves, unto the most sharp, and yet most 
unforced self-accusations, self-judging, ana self-condemna- 
tion ; so as even to mase them lay claim to hell, and 
confess the portion of devils belonged to them, as their 
own most deserved portion. And if now their eyes have 
been directed towards a Redeemer, and any glimmering of 
hope hath appeared to them; if now they are taught to 
understand God SAjing to them, Sinner, art thou yet 
willing to be reconciled, and accept a Saviour t O the 
transport into which it puts them ! this is life from the 
dead! What, is there hope for such a lost wretch as II 
How tasteful now is that melting invitation ! how pleasant 
an intimation doth it carry with it ! Come unto me all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest, 
&c. If the iJord of heaven and earth do now look down 
from the throne of glory, and say, "What! sinner, wilt 
thou despise my favour and pardon, my Son, t hy mighty 
merciful Redeemer, my grace and Sjpint still I—What can 
be the return of the poor abashed wretch, overawed by 
the glory of the Divine Majesty, stung with compunction, 
overcome with the intimation of kindness and lovcl I 
have heard of thee, O Gk)d, by the hearing of the ear, now 
mine 6ye seeth thee ; wherefore la\)\votTJi^^s?&,«KA^^5^Ks^ 
in dust and ashes. So inwaidVy is We VtvixJo. ^^^^^^^ 

now felt, That thou mayest xememX^T «sA>ofc 'f^'^''^^. 
and p-"— '"-^- *' ' ^ »c* oS. \X!C« ^\»»- — 

wiien 
doae^ _ __ 

7 
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wilt thoa make a covenant with me and mr CHiriatl wih 
thon take me for thy God, and him for thy Redeemer and 
Lordi And may I, Lordi yti, may II O admirable 
ffrace ! wonderfld sparing mercy ! that I was not thrown 
mto hell at my first refuMl ! Y^ liord^ with all my heart 
and soul. I renounce the ranities of an enipty cheating 
w(H*ld| and all the pleasures of sin. In thy mvoiir stands 
my life. Whom have I in heaven bat thee 1 whom on 
earth do I desire besides theel And O, thoa Messed 
Jesus, thou Prince of the kings of the earth, who hast 
loved me, and washed me from my sins in thv blood, and 
whom the eternal Qod hath exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance and remission of sins, I fall 
before thee, my Lord and my God ; I here wiUinx^y ten- 
der my homage at the footstool of thy throne. I take thee 
for the Lord of my life. I absolatel^ surrender and resign 
myself to thee. Thy love constrains me henceforth no 
more to live to myself, but to thee who diedst for me, and 
didst rise again. And I subject and yield myself to thy 
blessed light and power, O Holy ^rit of grace, to be 
more and more illuminated, sanctified, and prepai^ed for 
every good word and work in this world, and for an inhe- 
ritance among them that are sancttted in the other. Sin- 
ner, never give thy soul leave to be at rest till thoa find it 
brought to some such transaction with God (the Father, 
Son, and Spirit) as this ; so as that thoa canst truly say, 
and dost feel thy heart is in it. Be not weary cat impatient 
of waiting and striving, till thou canst say, Uus is now the 
very sense of thy soul. Such things have been done in 
the world ; (but O how seldom of latter days I) no God 
hath wrougnt with men to save them AxMn going down to 
the pit, having found a ransom for them. And why may 
he not yet be expected to do sol He hath smitten roels 
ere now, and made the waters gush oot; nor is his hand 
shortened nor his ear heavy. Thy danger is not, sinner, 
that he will be inexorable, but lest thou shonldst He 
will be entreated, if thoa wouldst be prevailed with to 
entreat his favour with thy whole heart. 

And that thou majrst, and not throw away thy soul, 
an^ so great a hope, ihroneh mete sloth^ and loatmieas to 
be St some pains lor thy \\fe *, \eX x\i<e\i&T!^^\cLf^V«i^\K«&L 
tbr directory about the things x\i3aX\»\«v^>» ^ 2^***v 
^e also thy mftive, as it gives ^e»\tt Je\tf5A«c»«ct^^ 
Ood weeoiM over such *» ^«^^ ucA. Vxlw ^^lae* 
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Shall not the Redeemer's tears more theel O hard heart! 
Cousider what these tears import to this purpose. 

1. Thej signify the real depth and greatness of the mi* 
sery into which thon art fidling. They drop from an intel- 
lectoal and most comprehensive eje, that sees far, aj^ 
pierces deep into things, bath a wide and lai^fe prospect; 
takes the comfort of that forlorn state into which nnrecon- 
cila^e sinners are hastening, in ail the horror of it. The 
Son of GKkI did not weep yain and causeless tears, or ibr 
a light matter; nor did he for himself either spend his 
own, or desire the profusion of others' tears. Weep not 
for me, O daughters of Jerusalem, &c. He knows the 
value of souls, the weight of guilt, and how low it will 
press and sink them; the sereritT of God's justice, and 
the power of his anger, and what the fearftil effects of them 
will b^ when they nnally falL If thou understandest not 
these things thysw^ believe him that did, at least believe 
his tears. * 

9. They signify the sincerity of his love and pity, the 
truth and tenderness of his compassion. Canst thou think 
his deceitful tears 1 his, who never knew gniiel was this 
Uke the rest of lus course 1 And remember that he who 
shed tears, did, finom the same fbontainof love and mercy, 
shed blood toot Was that also done to deceivel Thoa 
makest thyself some veiv coosideraUe thing indeed, if 
Uiou tbinkest the Son of uod counted it worth his while 
to weep, and bleed, and die, to deceive thee into a false 
esteem of him and his love. But if it be the greatest 
madness imaginable to entertain any such thought, but 
that lus tears were sincere and inartificial, the natural 
genuine expressions of undissembled benignity and pity, 
Uion art then to consider what love and compiassion thou 
art now sinning u;ainst; what bowels thou spumest : and 
that if thou perishest, 'tis under such guilt as the devils 
themselves are not liable to, who never had a Redeemer 
bleeding for them, nor, that we ever find, weeping over 
them. 

3. They show the remedilessness of thy case, if thou 
persist in impenitency and unbelief till the things of thy 
peace be quite hid from thine eyes. "Y\\!e&^\wa.T&Nsr^'^vssk. 
be the last issues of (even defeaXediN \oNt^ ^"t Vs^^^Cwi.*^ 
frustrated of its kind design. TYiow mw}^^\«^^^^'S 
these tears the steady unalleraUe \«l^^ ot^««^^n'«^^ 
^^/\bJeDess of the Divine justice, lYvia ^Q^^^^^^*^^^- 
mantme bonds, and hath Ualeei Wie^ >^^^ ^ ^^ 
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incurably obstiniiteand impenitent, unto perdition; so that 
eren the Redeemer himself, he that is mighty to save, can- 
not at length save thee, but only weep over thee, drop 
tears into thy flame, which assuage it not ; but (thongn 
they have another design, even to express true compassion] 
do yet unavoidably heighten and increase the fervour of it, 
and will do so to all eternity. He even tells thee, sinner, 
" Thou hast despised my blood, thou shalt yet have my 
tears/' That would have saved thee, these do only lament 
thee lost. 

But the tears wept over others, as lost and past hope, 
why should they not yet melt thee, while as ]ret there is 
hope in thy case % If thou be effectually melted in thy very 
soul, and looking to him whom thou hast pierced, dost 
truly mourn over him, thou mavst aitsure thjself the pros- 
pect his weeping eye had of lost souls, did not include 
tnee. His weepmg over thee would, argue thy case for- 
lorn and hopeless: thy mourning over him will make 
it safe and happy. That it may oe so, consider further, 
that, 

4. They signify how very intent he is to save souls, and 
how gladly he would save thine, if yet thou wilt accept of 
mercy while it may be had. For if he weep over tnem 
that will not be saved, from the same love that is the spring 
of these teaTS| would saving mercy proceed to those that 
are become willing to receive them. And that love that 
wept over them that were lost, how will it glory in them 
that are saved ! There his love is disappointed and vexed, 
crossed in its gracious intendment ; but here having com- 
passed it, how will he joy over thee with singing, and rest 
m his love ! And thou also, instead of being involved in a 
like ruin with the unreconciled sinners of the old Jeru- 
salem, shalt be enrolled amon^ the glorious citizens of the 
new, and triumph together with them in eternal glory. 
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Because some things, not fit to be wholly omitted, were 
as little fit to come into the body of a practical discourse, 
'twas thought requisite to subjom here the following addi- 
tions, that will severally have reference to distinct parts of 
the foregoing discourse. 

As to what was said of the unreasonableness and ill 
consequence of admitting it — ^to be any man's duty to be- 
lieve himself utterly rejected, and forsaken of Gkid, inas- 
much as it would make that his duty which were repug- 
nant to his felicity : — this is to be evmced by a considera- 
tion, which also, even apart by itself, were not without its 
own gf eat weight, tnz, that such a belief were inconsistent 
with his former stated and known duty ; it were therefore 
inconsistent with his felicity, insismuch ds it would make 
that duty inqpossible to be performed, which before, was 
by constitution of the evangelical law, made necessary to 
it, mz, repentance towards Gk)d, and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Chnst. The hope of acceptance is so necessary to 
both these, that the belief of a man's being finallv rejected, or 
that he shall never be accepted, cannot but make tnem both 
impossible^, equally impossible as if he were actually in 
hell, as much impossible to him as to the devils themselves. 
Nor is this imiK)ssibility merely from a moral impotency, 
or that obduration of heart which were confessedly vicious, 
and his great sin, but from the natural influence of that 
belief of nis being for ever rejected, which (u^n the men- 
tioned supposition) were his duty. Besides, masmuch as 
it is the Imown duty of a sinner under the Gk>^e], to turn 
to Gk>d through Christ, and it is aUso declared in tne same 
€k^pel (sufficiently to make it thft c.cni!micn\.TSAi^fi:^^^^»:i!^ 
to christians) that none canoi \Ii^^TlMw2\N^&^»x^^»^*^ 
and believe m his Son, mtYiout X>aft \»\^ ^^ ^"S^^wlc 
cacjous grace ; it mast lieTe\ipoii.\>e ^ \aasis ^^^*^iss 
pray for that grace wbicli may eTi«to\e\^sB.^^J^^^^ 
*«y ffl WiclceduesB was Smaalto€oa^«w^^^^ 

7* _ 
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bitterness, and bond of iniquity, when yet Peter calls bim 
to repentance, and pats him upon i>raying for forgiveness : 
(which must imply also his prajring for the grace to re- 
pent ;) but how can a man pray for that, which, at the 
same time, he believes shall not oe given him % yea, and 
which is harder, and more unaccountable, how can he 
stand obliged in duur, to pray for Uiat which at the same 
time^ he stands obliged in duty to believe he shall not 
obtam 1 How can these two contrary obligations lie upon 
a man at the same time 1 or is he to look upon the former 
as ceased 1 should he reckon the Gospel as to him re- 
pealed 1 or his impenitency and infidelity, even when thqr 
are at the highest, no smsl 

I know 'tis obvious to object, as to all thiSfthe eaae of 
the unpardonable bla^hemy against the Holy GHiost] 
which will be suf^posed to be stated and determined in 
the sacred Scriptures ; and being so, the person that hath 
committed it, may equally be thought obliged (Jbv a mixed 
assent, partly of faith to what is written^ paitly of self- 
knowledge, which he ought to have of his own acts and 
state) to conclude himself guil^^ of it; whereupon all the 
former inconvenience and dimcultir will be liable to be 
urged as above. But even as to tms also, I see not but it 
mav fitly enough be said, that though the general nature 
of that sin be stated, and sufficiently determined in thesi, 
yet that Qod hath not left it determmable in hypatkesif by 
any particular person, that he hath committed it. For aa- 
mit that it generally lies in 'immiting to the devil tiliose 
works of the Holy Ghost, bv which the truth of Christi- 
anity was to be demonstrated, I yet s^e not how any man 
can apply this to his own particular case^ so as justly and 
certainly to conclude himself guilty of it. I take it for 

S anted none will ever take the notion of blasphemy in 
at strictness, but that a man may possibly be guil^ of 
this sin as well in thought as by speech. I also doubt not 
but it will be acknowledged on all hands, that prejudice 
and malice af[ainst Christianity must have a great in^re- 
diency into this sin ; not such malice as wherefy, knowiiu^ 
it to he the true religion, a man hates and detests it ss sncn 
f which would mtfpose these Pbaxiae«&, whom our Saviour 
ehams with ii;orc«iitionsagaxDSlLit.,\o\A.N«\M«GL,^^Ouil 
fua6,in their jidgments and caDadeac«&>OVr)^aaa^\MX 
mch naaligaity, and strons prwidice, •& ^wctea toA^ 
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kdged that some enmity and disaffection to trae religion 
is common to all men; more especially in their onregen- 
eracy, and unconrerted state. 

Now let it be supposed that some person or other, of a 
very unwarrantably soeptical genius, had opportunity to 
know certainly the matter of fact, touching the miraculous 
works wrought by our Sayiour, and understood -withal 
somewhat generally (^ the doctrine which he taught ; and 
that he sets himself as a philosopher, to consider the case. 
Suppose that, partly through prejudice against the holy 
design of Christianity, whereof there is some degree in all ; 
and partly through shortness of discourse, not haying tho- 
rougnly considered the mattery he thinks it possible that 
some demon or other, with design, under a specious pre- 
tence, to impose upon or amuse the credulous yulgar, may 
haye done all those strange things; suppose his jud^ent 
should for the present more incline this way: what if, 
thinking this to oe the case in the instance of ApoUonius 
Tyanaeus, he hath not yet, tmon a slighter yiew, oiscemed 
enou^ to distinguish tnem, but thinks alike of both cases : 
yea, and suppose he haye spoken his sentiments to some 
or other : perhaps upon further inquiry and search, he 
might see cause to alter his judgment ; and now, setting 
himself to inquire more narrowly, he perceiyes the unel- 
ceptionable excellent scope and tendency of our Sayionr's 
doctrine and precepts, considers the simplicity and puri^ 
of his life, contemplates further the awful greatness of his 
mighty works ; but amidst these his deliberations^ he finds 
among the rest of Christian constitutions this seyere one, 
Matt. xii. 31, 33. and begins to fear lest, supposing the 
truth of this excellent reli^on, he haye precluded himself 
of all the adyanta^ of it by that former judgment of his. 
What is he to do in this case 1 what werehe to be adyised 
mito 1 What, to pass judgment upon himself, and his case, 
as desperate t or not rather to humble himself before the 
Qod of heayen, ask pardon for his injurious rash judg- 
ment, and supplicate for mercy, and for further illumina- 
tion, in the mystery of Gk)d, of the Father, and of Christ 1 
Which course, that it may haye a blessed issue with him^ 
who dare yenture to deny or dovitoX'K fek3i\^>M5X\>»:?^^^ 
to say hereupon, but thaX in steal 'wsdjoov. «2^^''=^?^"*'?^». 
SBFioar hath only told us tbeie \s svx^ilfcL 15. «^^'^^^Sf^ 
^voerainatureof it is, orwYkete«to«»\»>^^^'^i^X^^^ 



Saviour bath only 

^«nerainatureof L-^, ,__. . - ^^ 

meat of porticalar cases w\ieTem4<y <^*^^SSi^^ 
degree of nuOigiiity wbeTe^VlYi^^ i» ^(SBvxossx 
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reserved to himself ;^ intending fhrther t& strive with per- 
sons by bis Spirit, while he judges them yet within the 
reach of mercy, or withhold it, when he sees any to have 
arrived to that culminating pitch of malignity, and ob- 
stinacy, wherein he shall judge this sin speciaUy to con- 
sist 1 And what inconvenience is it to suppose he hath 
left this matter, touching the degree, humanly undeter- 
minable ? The knowledge of it can do them who have com- 
mitted it no good : and probably thev luive by it so blinded 
and stupified their own souls, as to have made themselves 
very little capable of apprehending that they have com- 
mitted it, or of considenng whether they have or no. But 
they are sunk into a deep abyss of darlmess and death, so 
as that such knowledge may oe is little possible, as it would 
be useful to them. All their faculties of intellecticm, con- 
sideration, and self-reflection, being (as to any such exer- 
cise) bound up in a stupifying dead sleep. 
' Ajid to what purpose should they have a rule by which 
to determine a case, who— 1. Can receive no b^eflt by 
the determination, and— 2. Who are supposed when they 
use it, to have no faculty sufficientljr apt to make this sad 
(but true) judgment of their case by iti But for them who 
have not committed it, and who are consequently yet capa- 
ble of benefit by what should be made known about it, 
there is, therefore, enough made known for their real use 
and benefit. It will, 

1. Be of real use to many such, to know their danger of 
running into it. And it is sufficient to that purpose, thai 
they are plainly told wherein the general nature of it con- 
sists, or whereabouts it lies ; without showing them the 
very point that hath certain death in it ^ or letting them 
know just how near they may approach it, without being 
sure to perish, when there is danger enough in every step 
they take toward it. As if there were some horrid desert, 
into any part whereof no man hath any business to come, 
but in some part whereof the^e is a dreadful gulf, whence 
arises a contagious halUus, which, if he come within the 
verge of it, will be certainly poisonous and mortal to him. 
What need is thert that any man should know just how 
^«ar be may come, without being sot^ lo die for it 1 
£te is concerned to keep himself aX a c».\i\.\o\i& witoSL^Sa. 

Br//A ^^ ^^^ ^ o^ great use to others, xVaX. «» «ffl^^ 
not rf '^ ^rtnrmgr fears lest they Yi«ve ^^omna^ ^V^o 
^ow ihmt they have not. And ttcy Ywwe euox^^ ito^t 
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satisfy them in the case. For their very fear itself, with 
its usual concomitants in such afflicted minds, is an argu- 
ment to them thatthejr have not. While they find in them- 
selres any value of Divine favour, any dread of his wrath, 
any disposition to consider the state of their souls, with 
any thoucrht or design of turning to Qod, and making: their 
peace : tfiey have reason -to conclude Gk>d hath hitherto 
kept them out of that fearful gulf; and is yet in the way, 
and in treaty with them. For since we are not sufficient 
to think any thing (that good is) of ourselves, it is much 
more reasonable to ascribe any such thought or agitation 
of spirit that have this design to him, than to ourselves, 
and to account that he is yet at work with us, (at least in 
the way of common grace,) though when our thoughts 
drive towards a conclusion against ourselves, that we 
have eoomiitted that sin, and towards despair thereupon, 
we are to apprehend a mixture of temptation in them, 
which we are concerned earnestly to watch and pray 
aeainst And yet even such temptation is an argument 
of such a one's not having committed that sin. For such 
as the devil may apprehend more likely to have committed 
it, (and 'tis not to be thought he can be sure who have,) he 
will be less apt to trouble with such thoughts, not know- 
ing what the issue of that unquietness may prove, and ap- 
prehending it may occasion their escaping quite out of his 
snare. And I do conceive this to be a safer method, of 
satisfying such as are perplexed with this fear in ourda3rs, 
than to be positive in statmg that sin so, or limiting it to 
such circumstances, as shall make it impossible to be com- 
mitted in this age of the world. For let it be seriously 
considered, whether it be altogether an unsupposable thing, 
that, with some in our days, there maybe an equivalency, 
in point of light and evidence of the truth of Christianity, 
imto what these Jews had, whom our Saviour warns of 
the danger of this sin, at that time when he so warned 
them; ms warning and cautioning them about it, implies 
that he judged them at least in a possibility, at that time, 
of incurring the guilt of it ; if the text Matt. xii. do not 
also imply that he reckoned them, then, actuaify to have 
committed it. For it is said, ver . 25. he kxvicv \.\\ftw.\feavM?^x 
f. ^. considered the tempei ot tJaRVC xmxAa^^sA^^wNs^Ks^i. 
said to them what follows coivaeiiim^ VV "^.^ ^ 
fiider wherein their advantage Xo^«tJXaV^«v^^««^J^ 
fined of the truth of the Chn^vMi ^^'^^e^C.!^^ 
M«n we now can have. It w^stlafi^^VJi^^^^^*^^^ 
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er, that they had a nearer and more immediate know^ 
.ledge of the matter of fact, wherein that evidence \Hiich 
our Saviour refers to did consist A more immediate way 
of knowing it they had ; the most immediate the persons 
whom he warns (or charges) seem not to have had : for 
those Pharisees, It is said, heard of the core of the denao> 
uiac, not that they saw it. They took it npon the (no 
doabt sufficiently credible) report oi others. iNow let it be 
further considered, what we have to balance Uus one 
single advantage. We have, to intelligent omsidering 
persons, rationiQly sufficient evidence of the same matter 
of fiict. But how great thin^, that have since followed, 
have we the sufficiently certam knowledge of besides, be- 
yond what they had in view, at that time. As the woi^ 
nerful death of our Lord, exactly according to prediction, 
in many respects, together with all the unibret^ amazing 
circumstances that attended it ! His more wonderM re- 
surrection, upon which so ^eat a stress is laid for denum- 
fitrating the truth of the religion he taught : the destruction 
of Jerusalem, as he foretold, and the shattered condition 
of the Jewish nation, as was also foretold, ever since: the 
strange success of the Gospel in the first, and some follow- 
ing ages, loy so unlikely means, against the greatest oppo- 
sition imaginable, both of Jews and paj^ans. Not to insist 
on the apostacy foretold, in the Christian church, with 
many more things that might be mentioned. Let it be 
considered whether the want of so immediate way of 
knowing some of these things be not abundantly compen- 
sated by^the greatness of the other things that are however 
sufficiently Imown. And if such as have wit and leisure 
to consider these things in our davs, are often pressed to 
consider them, have them frequently represented, and laid 
before their eyes, if such, I say, have in view as great 
evidence, upon the whole, of the truth of Christianity, as 
these Pharisees had ; it is then further to be considered, 
whether it be not p<»sible that some such nmy equal the 
Jewish malice, against the holy design of our religion. 
To which I only say, the Lord grant that none may. But 
if there be really cause to apprehend such a danger^ some 
oiAer way should be fhouffht of to cure the trouble of some, 
fAoji by the daager ana (too prctoabYe^ t\x\3cl qS. q^vc^ 
However, none should themselves ma\» lYi^Vt o^wTk. «»» 
jncurahle^ by canclvLding that they Yiave «vMi^^ x\v^^^ «ai 



^^J^^cving they are, otherwise Cotsaliiea wAt«v^^\«A 
«^ «cy/y so AS that he will never 
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daavonr to repent, and turn to him through the Medi- 
ator. 

* If it be inquired here, since, as hath been shown, some 
may be quite forsaken of God, while yet they live in the 
world; ought such to believe then they are not forsaken, 
and so believe an untruth that they may make it true, or 
try if they can beUer their condition by it 1 I answer, nor 
that neither. For that God will fUrther assist an obstinate 
sinner, that hath long resisted hx& Spirit, and despised his 
mercy, is no matter of promise to him, and so no matter of 
faith. When he doth conquer, at length, any such, 'tis 
of mere unpromised favour ; (as was also shown ;) where- 
of thierefore he gives others no ground to despair; and for 
which they are deeply concerned, with great eamesmess, 
to supplicate. But if it be said, how can they pray for 
that whereof they have no promise 1 and can have no faith, 
since what is not of faith is sin, Rom. ziv. 23. I answer, 
tl^ passage of Scripture would, in this case be much mis- 
applied. It sjpeaks not of faith concerning the certain^ of 
any event to oe expected, but the lawfulness of a wore to 
be done, and of doubting, not concerning the event, but 
my own act. Can any man in his wits doubt concerning 
his own act in this case 1 whether it be better to prajr for 
the grace of God to save him, than slight it and* perish 1 
Nor are they without very encouraging promises concern-' 
ing the event, that God will be a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him, Heb. xi. 6. And that whosoever shall 

* call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved, Rom. x. 13. 
which promises 'tis true the context of both shows, do ^ak 
of believing pra)rer. They are to faith, not of it, ana im- 
port, that God will reward and save the believer: not that 
ne will ^ve^ fiuith to the obstinate, contemptuous imbe- 
liever. If he dp this, tis (as was said) of unpromised 

* bounty. But though they are not promises to give ffuth, 
they should induce it; and incline sinners to cast them- 
selves down before the throne of so gracious d God, and 
seek ffrace to help them in their need, in confidence that 
he wul never rq'ect penitent believing prayer. They, in- 
deed, that for their former wilftil sinning are utterly for- 
saken (Xf God, will not thus amilY tbfiinseV(«9^\V!Q&. ^soiaL 
qaesdan is not what they wVW £o,\raX ^>MbSL ^«^ ^ass'i^ 
Because they would not, ibfiTeioi^ \tes ^«* ^^'^^i^ 
Iwcanse Aey yet will n<A, tiwe^ w^ ^saSi «^^^^j^ 
«ineit Their reftuHdprScee&iiclliiOT^^^i^^ 
neat CM haOi gima t£n^^xaxttmk\to tsa^i^^ 
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own hearts. God hath not repealed his GkMpel towa^^ 
them. The connexion continues firm between the prea^i^ 
tire and j^romissory parts of it. Their infidelity- is not Tfe- 
come their dat}r, bat remains their heinous sin, and the 
more deeply heinous by how much their own malignity 
holds them more strongly in it. 

Unto what also is discoursed concerning anger and 
grief^ (or other passions,) ascribed to Qod, it wifi not be 
unfit here to add, that unless they be allowed to signify 
real aversion of will, no account is to be given what re- 
ality in him they can signify at all. For to say (what 
some do seem to satisfy themselves with) that they are to 
be understood ucwndwm, tjftcJbvm,^ not ucwndwm, ajfectium, 
though true as to the negative part, is, as to the affirma- 
tive, very defective and short ; for the efiects of anger and 
erief^ upon which those names are put, when spoken of 
God, are not themselves in him, but in us. But we are 
stUl at a loss what they signify in him. Such efiects must 
have some cause. And if they be efiects which he worln, 
they must have some cause in himself that is before them, 
ana productive of them. This account leaves us to seek 
what ataX cause is, thsU is signified by these names. That 
it cannot be any passion, as the same names ar^wont to 
signify with us, is out of question. Nor indeed do those 
names primarily, and most properly, signify passion in 
ourselves. The passion is consequently onlv by reason of 
that inferior nature in us, which is susceptible of it. But 
the aversion of our mind and will is before it, and, in an- 
other subject, very separable from it, and possible to be 
without it. In the blessed God we cannot understand any 
thing less is signified than real disijlicency, at the things 
whereat he is said to be angry or grieved. 

Our shallow reason indeed is apt to suggest in these « 

matters, Whv is not that prevented that is so displeasing? 

And it would be said with equal reason in reference to all 

sin permitted to be in the world, Whv was it not })revented 1 

And what is to be said to this 1 Shall it be said that sin 

doth not displease Godi that he hath no will against 

sin 1 It is not repugnant to his will 1 Yes ; it is to his re- 

realed will, to his law. Bui is xYvaX oinxmltue revelation 1 

His law is not his will itself, but XYib sigTwurta,\\ife^^\sRai^«^ 

of Jus will Now, is it an insign\&can^.%\ga^ ^^\gsv^^ 

signi&es nothing 1 or to wbicYi iheie beW ^^ !f ;j^^W»^ 

^hichis sjgnmed (for sore no oae ^i^X ««J >x «i«Ma»T» 
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thing) his real will, yea or no 1 who can deny it % That 
will, then, Tand a most calm, sedate, impassionate will it 
must be understood to be,) sin, and consequently the con- 
sequent miseries of his creatures, are repugnant unto. 
And what will is that 1 *Tis not a peremptory will con- 
cerning the event, for the event falls out otherwise ; which 
were, upon that supposition, imj>ossible ; for who hath re- 
sisted his will 1 as was truly intimated by the personated 
questionist, (Rom. ix. 19.) but impertinently, wnen Gkkl's 
will of another (not a contrary) kind, t. e. concerning aQ,- 
other object, was in the same breath referred unto. Why 
doth he yet find fault 1 'Tis not the will of the event that 
is tfy& measure of f aultiness ; for then there could not have 
been sin in the world, nor consequently misery, which 
only, by the Creator's pleasure, stands connectea with it. 
For nothing could fall out against that irresistible will. 
The objector then destroys his own objection, so absurdly, 
and so manifestly, as not to deserve any other reply than 
that which he meets with. Nay, but who art thou, O man, 
that repliest against God 1 

And what is the other object about which the Divine 
will is also conversant 1 Matter of duty, and what stands 
in connexion with it, not abstractl]^ and separately, but as 
it is so connected, our felicity. Tms is objectively another 
will, as we justly disting^uish Divine acts, that respect the 
creature, by their indifferent objects. Against this will 
falls out all the sin and misery in the world. 

All this seems plain and clear, but is not enough. For 
it may be further said, When God wills this or that to be 
my duty, doth he not will this event, viz. my doing it 1 
otherwise wherein is his will withstood, or not fulfilled, in 
my not doing it 1 He willed this to be my duty, and it is 
so. I do not nor can hinder it from being so, yet I do it 
not, and that he willed not. If all that his will meant was 
that this should be my duty, but my doing it was not in- . 
tended ; his will is entirely accomplished, it hath its fall 
effect, in that such things are constituted, and do remain 
my duty, upon his siofnification of this his will, my not 
doing it not being within the compass of the object, or the 
thing willed. 

If it be said, he willed my dom^'^^^- e.^QMsJs.\^^^^^^ 
it, not that I shall, the same answc V-^ ^«'^:»=t^'^'^*:^^ 
bis will hath still its full effect, t\iVs efife^ ^\:^xc®»ss^^ 
that I shovLld do it, but that 1 s\ia\i\ie ^«irfi^^^?x<vv«sR«' 
iif may be said, I do plainly go »;gaansfc^^^^^ 
o 
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£ae his will was that I should do so, or so, and I do noC 
what he willed I shoald. 'Tis true, I go herein against his 
will, if he willed not only my obligation, bat my action, ac- 
cording to it. And indeed it seems altogether onrea- 
sonable, and unintelligible, that he should will to oblige 
me to that, which he doth not will me to do. 

Therefore it seems out of question, that the holy God 
doth constantly and perpetually, in a true sense, will uni- 
versal obedience, and tne consequent felicity of all his 
creatures capable thereof; t. «. he doth will it with simple 
complacency, as what were highly grateful tp him, simply 
considered by itselfl Who can doubt, but that purity, 
holiness, blessedness, wheresoever they were to be beheld 
among bis creatures^ woi|ld be a, pleasing and delightful 
spectacle tahim, being most agre^le to the perfect ex- 
cellency, parity, and benignity of his own nature, and that 
their deformity and mise^ must be ccmsequently unpleas- 
ing t But he doth not efficaciously will every thing that 
he truly wiUs. He never willed tne obedience of tUl his 
intelligent creatures so, as effectually to make them all 
obey, nor their hiqminess, so as to make them all be 
hai^y. as the event sbows. Nothing can be more certain, 
than that he did not so will these tlungs ; for then nothing 
could have fallen out to the contrary, as we see much hath. 
Nor is it at all unworthy the love and goodness of his na- 
ture not so to have wuled, with that effective will^ the 
universal Muess, sinlessness, and felicity of all his mtel- 
ligent creatures. The Divine nature cominrehends all ex- 
cellencies in itself, and is not to be limited to that one only 
of benignity, or an aptness to acts of beneficence. For 
then it were not infinite, not absolutely perfect, and so 
not divine. All the acts of his will must oe consequenUy 
conform and agreeable to the most perfect wisdom. Ete 
doth all things according to the counsel of his will. He 
wills, 'tis true, the rectitude of our actions, and what 
would be consequent thereto, but he first, and more prin- 
cipally, wills the rectitude of his own. And not only not 
to do an unrighteous, but not an inept, or unfit thing. We 
find he did not think it fit efficaciously to provide concern- 
in^ all men, that they should be madeob^ient and happy, 
«^ Ae haxh concerning some. TW. in x\ie ^«BL<em wa 
JOAJresa difTerence, is to be attributed to\iis^\a^om,vt% 
lus wisdom hath in the general made xViis deXfttiDaa»SMSD.^ 
v?ZJ^^^^ iritli ail alike, and soiwe ftndiv. ascribed xo>wa 
^isa€im that he doth make a diffetcnce; wid ^^-^ 
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transport is the holy apostle in the contemplation and cele- 
bration of it upon this account ! Rom. xi. 33. O the depth 
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of Qod I 
how unsearchable are his jud^ents, and his ways past 
finding out ! But now when, m particular, he comes to 
make this difference between one person and another, 
there beihg no reason in the object to determine him this 
way, more than that, his designing some for the objects ot 
special favour, and waving others, (as to such special 
favour,) when all were in themselves alike ; in that case 
wisdom hath not so proper an exercise, but it is the work 
of free, unobliged sovereignty here to make the choice. 
Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children, by 
Jesus Christ, to himself, according to the good pleastire of 
his will, Ephes. i. 5. 

Yet in ike mean time, while God doth not efficaciously 
will all men's obedience introductive of their happiness, 
doth it follow he wills it not really at alH To say he wills 
it efficaciously, were to contradict experience, and his 
word ; to say he wills it not really, were equalljr to contrar 
dict his word. He doth will it, but not primarily, and as 
the more principal object of his will, so as to effect it not- 
withstandling whatsoever unfitness he apprehends in it, viz, 
that he so overpower all, as to make tnem obedient and 
happy. He really wills it, but hath greater reasons than 
this or that man^ salvation^ why he effects it not. And 
this argues no imperfection m the Divine will, but the per- 
fection of it. that he wills things agreeably to the reason- 
ableness and fitness of them. 



THE END. 
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With copious selections from other sources ; the 
whole carefully revised and arranged, with di- 
rections foe musical expression. 

BY TH. HASTINGS AND WM. PATTON. 

A general idea of the plan of this work will be 
derived from a mere perusal of the title-page. 
Watts^ version is of coux&e TCksA^ \X>fe V»k«. ^^ nJs«w 
eompilation, and in ^ev\8\T\^\^A^^^'«^^'^''^^^^'V^'^'^^*^ 
the various readings have Vw^exk ^%x^S»^^ "^W^^ 
tiritb an original EngViaVi c»v^ > TOXv\ax»xsk%^^ 
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notes and obser? ations. The book however, em- 
braces copious selection from other sources, as ap- 
pears by the authors' names in the body of the work. 
Watts's alone stand without a name ; so that they 
can be easily distinguished from the rest. 

Much attention has been bestowed on the 
arrangement of the Hymns in reference to subjects 
and occasions ; and in this part of their labor the 
Compilers have had constantly in view, the con- 
venience of selection, and the preservation of a 
pleasing succession of topics to the devotional rea- 
^ei:« This two-fold object was not to be gained 
without study and eflbrt Its advantages, we trust, 
will be obvious on the slightest examination. 

The great importance of lyrical character has 
not been overlooked : but the Compilers have not 
dared to sacrifice sense to sound, devotional senti- 
ment to the beauties of diction, or unity of design 
to the special convenience of musical adaptation. 
The great interests of devotional edification can be 
secured, only in proportion as the claims of music 
and poetry, pious sentiment and discriminating 
taste ^re properly united. . 

The musical references are the initials of the 
technical terms in common use, and the tunes 
named in connexion with the poetic pices, are for 
the most part such plain and familiar ones, that 
their character will not be easily misunderstood. 
The advantages of this plan will appear on perusal. 
This work has not been wi\det\,"8LVL^\v N<iu.hout 
Mature deliBeraiion ; nor has vVa corLv^X^Vvow \«i<KCL 
"^^offsprmg of a series o£ deaxAvot^ ^SoWa. "W^a 
>^A^ has been fieveral yeara iii lptev^^^^a^'^ ^^ 
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the Compilers, providentially located within H Cew 
doors of each other, have had every advantage of 
mutual consultation which the subject required* 
How they have succeeded in their undertaking 
must be lefl to the public decision. 

It is an obvious principle in Christian psalm- 
ody, that the devotional sentiments contained in the 
poetry^ form the only proper basis of musical ex* ' 
pression. Music, such as the Bible contemplates, 
is, in this respect, like an impassioned species of 
elocution. It is the chaste and simple language of 
emotion. The words of a Psalm or Hymn being 
given, the problem is, to enforce them upon the 
mind of the hearer, through the medium of impas- 
sioned enunciation. To this end, there must be 
good articulation, accent and emphasis. The lan- 
guage must flow from the lips of the singer as it 
does from those of the speaker, in a distinct and 
impressive manner. A congregation, (if an Apos« 
tie reasoned correctly,) should never be addressed 
in an unknown tongue. That language, which 
under the divine blessing, is to make an impression 
upon us, must be distinctly heard. If there are 
instruments employed in the service, they should 
be so managed as not to mar the language. This 
is a matter of vital consequence. The principle, 
though much disregarded,~lies at the foundation of 
all rational improvement. A few feeble, untutored 
voices drowned by an instrument of overwhelming 
power, can never s\ng to eAv^c^vwci 

Bat mere distincine&s o? ^ti\SiWCA»JCNSs^>»» T%:^ 
that 18 required. There mvx^x. >a^ ^«.\l^i^^^^^^ 
Emotions not of a fortuv\ou^ii«A»xe^i?a&^ 
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from a mere heated imagination, are here to be en- 
couraged ; but those which arise from definite in- 
fluences of spirituality. The man who would make 
others feel, must feel himself. He must, himself, 
exercise legitimate emotions, if he would produce 
them in others. If he would edify others, he must 
himself be edified. This principle, though exten* 

- sively disregarded even by pious musicians, is just 
as obvious in its application to this subject, as it is 
in reference to pulpit oratory, or social prayer. It 
is all a mistake to suppose that music is a species 
of mental mechanism which will secure its own ends 
on the mere principle of laborious accuracy or 
tasteful execution. Singers are moral agents, ac« 
countable to the Searcher of hearts, for the feelings 
and motives, and habits which they cultivate and 
call into exercise, within the house of God. It is 
solemn business to be engaged in the work of an- 
gels and seraphs ; delightful, indeed, to the heart 
of intelligent, pious susceptibility, but awfully haz- 
ardous to the soul of the thoughtless, the irrever* 
ent and the profane. There are worthy men in 
the Christian connexion who think little of this 
whole matter. Even among professors of religion, 
there are choristers and teachers who seem to have 

, almost their whole attention directed away from 
the spiritual claims of edification.^ But ahey are 
fundamentally wrong. Children should not be the 
chief performers. " Old men and maidens,^' as 
well as young men and children, are exhorted to 
take part in the service. If Christian influences 
are to be exerted by the public performances, they 
^iist be carried there by those vfVio ax^ UvxX^ V^smav 
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The Kenaniah^s, the Asaph's, the Hemans' and the 
Jaduthao's, the evangelists, the elders and the 
teachers of religion, must, as far as possible, be 
found in the ranks of cultivation. Children should 
not withhold their hosannas ; they should be ani* 
xersally and thoroughly instructed in the office of 
sacred song : but the professed disciples of the 
XiOrd Jesus Christ must not be guilty of practical 
indifference to his praises, if they would find them 
a real source of devout edification. Multitudes, 
who are now mute in the house of God, might be 
enlisted in the delightful service, if they only re- 
alized the fall measure of their accountability. 
Feeble lungs would become strong, decayed voices 
would renew their vigor ; and the jargon of disso- 
nant notes would be hushed to silence under the 
general influence of enlightened cultivation. The 
devotional advantages of such a scene, may, under 
the blessing of God, be realized, when parents and 
teacher^ will consent to make sacred music a ne- 
cessary branch of Christian education. 

Cultivation, however, must not be confined to 
children and youth. It must be carried into the 
various classes of adults. The family circle, the 
weekly lecture, the conference meeting, and the 
circle for prayer must in some way, be made to re- 
alize its hallowed influences. Christians need not 
expect to reap such influences as these, where they 
have never sowed them. 

Such views as these V\».Nftm^v\fevv^<5i\^'^^^'^ws^^ 
Jets uniformly, from ihe covc\m^\\Qi^^»e«^ ^'^ "^^^ 
undertaking. The suV^ecV^ oS: ei:\N\w^. '^^^^ 
been enlarged, and palpibYe ^oeVvc,^'*^^^^'^^^'^'^ 
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been removed : while the musical hints and refi^- 
rences have not been made so mechanical in their 
arrangement as to entirely supersede the necessity 
of personal attention among those who lead in the 
public service. Emotions form the only proper 
basis of musical expression ; and these are in their 
own nature incommensurable. General hints, 
therefore, are all that can be attempted with any 

prospect of success* 

~ - - 

Since the above remarks were penned by the 
Editors, the Christian community have given this 
work the seal of their approbation, in tokens too 
plain to be mistaken and the publishers are con- 
stantly receiving testimonials of its value, from 
clergymen and laymen of the highest respectabili. 
ty and competency, as judges of the merits of a 
work of this kind, and rarely has the Christian 
Psalmist been fairly examined by a church, requir- 
ing a new collection of Psalms and Hymns, with- 
out the result of its hearty adoption. The candid 
reader will find undoubtedly a few instances in 
which his favorite and accustomed reading of Watts, 
is altered, but such instances are few, and in a ma. 
jority of cases these are restorations to, and not al- 
teratioiis from the reading as la^t revised by Watts 
himself* 

The publishers have great cause of thankful- 
ness fur the favor which the work has received? 
They are constantly supplied with three sizes in 
more than twenty varieties of Binding. The fol- 
Jotviag Hecommendations ate r«sip«cV^uS\>j q^^x^^. 
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Resolutions passed by Presbytery of Newark, 
<' The Committee appointed to examine the Chris- 
tian PsALOiisT beg leave to report, that from the 
opportunity they have enjoyed" of examining the 
work previously to their appointment, as well as 
afterwards, they are prepared to recommend it, as 
well adapted to the present necessities of the 
Church." 

John Ford, ^ 
t'. A. D. Eddy, > Committee, 
iini? E. Seymour, ) 

The following is from a Clergyman of high respec- 
tability in the State of Maine : 

For the Christian Mirror. 

Afler a somewhat careful examination of the 
above named work, I am happy to say a word in its 
behalf. The Psalms and Hymns of Isaac Watts 
will never wear out. They stand ^nri vailed, for the 
purposes forVhich they were designed, both as it 
regards the evangelical character of their senti- 
ments, the purity and sublimity of their language, 
and their conformity to the best models of poetry. 
I should greatly regret to see these productions of 
the immortal Watts, so Qut down and mutilated, as 
has come to be the fact in some modern collections 
for public worship, that they are any thing but the 
original pit)duction3 of his pen. 

J like the " Christian Psa\m\?x'' \s^^^\v^^\^ ^^^^ 
80 much pre-eminence to lYie \\3l^\'^ ^^wvx^^^ ^ 
Hike it for the iudicvouatve^^ o^ ">^^ ^''^^^^ 
from other fiources. The uwae^ o^ >Xv^ ^"^^"^ 
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thors introduced are in general a sufficient guar- 
antee to their favorable reception. 

1 like it for the happy arrangement of its more 
than six hundred Hymns, in reference to subjects 
and occasions. It furnishes a greater variety for 
different occasions, than any other collection I now 
recollect to have seen. 

I like it because it does not, with some of its im- 
mediate predecessors, sacrifice sense to sound, and 
elevation of sentiment to the jingle of mere rhyme. 

I like it also for the facilities it fihrhfshes for the 
cultivation of that most important part of singing, 
musical expression ; and from the high character of 
one of the compilers as a master in Music, I cannot 
doubt but the work is entitled to the confidence of 
the Christian community, and will meet with favor 
among all those who have at heart the cultivation 
and improvement of Church Music. 

Should congregations have occasion to change 
their books, they will do well to look over the 
** Christian Psalmist," which has already been in- 
troduced into a number of churches in different por- 
tions of the country. V. 

^ Mr. Ezra Collier — Sir : I have perused the 
Christian Psalmist^ with as much care and atten- 
tion as my time, under the pressure of professional 
duties, would admit, and am happy to say it fully 
met my expectations. It is the only revision of 
Watts which has come under my notice worthy of 
patronage. The unwarrantable liberties which pub- 

lishers and compilers have iot \\ve Vw:^ iMveaty-five 
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tupted our Psalm and Hymn Books, as continually 
to mar the devotion of public worship. The Chris, 
tian Psalmist will therefore only need to be known 
to secure the general approbation of the churches. 
May the blessings of Heaven attend your efforts, 
and that of the editors, in furnishing a Manual of 
Psalmody worthy of Christian patronage. The 
church I serve have adopted it. 

D. A. Abel. 
Mount Hope, June 16, 1836. 

Mr. Ezra Collier: — I hav6 examined with 
considerable care, and with no small degree of 
pleasure, the " Christian Psalmist," and consider it 
upon the whole the best adapted for the worship of 
the sanctuary of any compilation I have yet seen, 
and should look upon its general introduction into 
our churches, as a means of securing a more eleva- 
ted character of sacred music than has hitherto 
prevailed, as it certainly would be an aid to greater 
devotion. Erskins Mason. 

New-York, Oct. 14, 1836. 

Mr. Ezra Collier : — I have examined with 
some care the ** Christian Psalmist," lately publish- 
ed by you, edited by Mr. Hastings and the Rev. 
Dr. Patton, anctmy opinion of it is, in all respects, 
favorable. My confidence in the competency of the 
compilers, as well as my knowfedge of the time and 
industry which they have devoted lo this work, 
would have led me to anticipate a valuable Qroduc- 
tion ; and my expectaUou^ w^ W\^ 'wi%^^\^^>sv"^^ 
"Psalmist." The few Neimou^ oS. ^«s^\»s. n^>«v^ 
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they have added to those of Watts, and the gr^at 
variety of their Hymns, selected with much care 
from numerous authors, and their systematic ar- 
rangement, withregard both to the proper success 
sion of subjects, and the convenience of selection,, 
giveao this book a decided advantage over most 
others of the kind. It is adapted also to the present 
improved and improving state of the music in our 
churches, and appears equally suited to the use of 
private, social, and public worship. I am happy to 
learn that a number of churches have already 
adopted it, and have no doubt that, when it shall be 
generally known, it will be generally approved, 
Respectfiilly yours, &c. 

Absalom Peters. 
NetD-York, Oct. 17, 1836. 

The subscriber has examined the ** Christian 
Psalmist ;'' his estimate of it is the same with that 
given of it abovfe by Dr. Peters ; and it has been 
introduced into public use in the congregation of 
which he is pastor. 

Thomas H. Skjnner. 
New^ York, Nov. 24, 1836. 

Mr. E. Collier : — From a somewhat minute 

examination of the " Christian Psalmist," and a 

somewhat extended comparison of it with other 

compilations of church psalmody already in use, I 

am convinced that it has peculiar excellences, and 

as a whole, is a decided improveTOLei\\.oxiVVvagft which 

fj are preceded it. The union o^ coxiecX.V.'akSX.^^V^- 

ileal talent, evangelical v'ie\v«, «iw e^^xvcftssoNs\ 



Sacred Music* 13 

acquaintance with the sympathies of the renewed 
heart, together with musical talents of the first order, 
and a long experience both as a vocalist and a com- 
poser of sacred music, in a compiler of Christian 
psalmody, is that which must inspire confidence on- 
the part of those who seek the aid of sacred song 
in the worship of God: 

The classification and. arrangement of the 
Hymns also, under the various subjects on which 
they treat, is the most perfect I have seen, and such 
as greatly facilitates the appropriate selection of 
hymns. The book is eminently calculated to se- 
cure the object of Christian Psalmody, and to sub- 
serve the interests of truth and piety. 

Miles P. Squieb. 
Geneva, Sept. 20, 1837. 



SACRED MUSIC. 

THE MANHATTAN COLLECTION 



OP 



Psalm and Hymn Tunes and Anthems ; 

Compiled and composed tinder the special patronage of 
the New- York Academy of Sacred Music, and adapted 
to the use of Classes, Choirs and Congregations, with a 
Figured Bass for the Organ. By Thomas Hastings, 
Professor of Musical Elocution, author of " Dissertation 
on Musical Taste," one of the compilers of " Musica 
Sacra," " Spiritual Songs," « Christian Psalmist," &c. 

The present volume \a \ioV ^^«v^^^^> "^ 
sthute for any of the aulY\oV^ ^x«^\w.^ V^^^^""^^ 
''Mosica Sacra,'» if y^e e-^w^vv^sv^ ^^"^^ 
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Anthems, and the few orig4na] pieces of a «ma11e? 
size which it embraces, may he i^aid to contaio 
chiefly .4he old standard melodies of the church, 
' which are now found in various styles of arrange- 
I ment in most of the po|Kilar Collections of the couo- 
I try. Though these melodies will continue in favor- 
: for many years, perhaps centuries, to come ; they 
I are not alone sufficient to satisfy the increasing -de* 
mand for devotional music. 

The volume entitled " Spiritual Songs," was in- 
tended for private and social uses, rather than for 
choirs and congregations ; and the selection as well 
as the arrangemenlofth^ pieces, had special reier- 
«nce to this design. 

The ** Miscellany,'* which grew out of the late 
Musical Magazine, has been well received^ but its 
size i^not sufficient fully to meet the demand for 
new music. How far this demand is real or artifi* 
cial ; or how far it proceeds from the natural pro- 
gress of science and taste, or from an undue regard 
to the claims of novelty, it is difficult to say : but 
the demand, such as it is, jnust, in a measure, be 
satisfied with timely supplies. In a country like 
ours, there will be no want of unworthy materials, 
such as may possess ten>porary attraction ; and the 
surest way to secure the public taste from their de- 
leterious-influence, is, to furnish, to a convenient 
extent, materials of a better character. How far 
vtbis important object will be effected b^ the present 
selection is left for the public to decide. 

A/ost of the materials here preseuxedi >n\\\ ^\\V;« 
^J& reader as new. Many of lV\e ^\^cfe^ wt^ o\\^\- 
^'- A portion of these were sentV^^ N^xSovi^Vwi^, 
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\o tBe Compiler, m an unfinished state, with the ex- 
p>ectation that he would correct and publish them^ 
or }ay them aside, at his option. The decision on 
such occasions was to have sole reference to the 
principle of utility. Specimens of a finished char- 
acter have also been contributed to this work, for 
which we desire 'to express our grateful ackhow- 
ledgmentsr. Nor should we forget to mention, that 
interesting materials have been kindly put into our 
hands, by gentlemen of taste, who have recently re- 
turned from Europe. No pains have been spared 
to enrich the selection by every variety which Eu- 
rope or America could afford. In relation to this 
matter, it would be easy to bring forward an array 
of great names and learned authorities : but we are 
willing that the present volume should speak for it- 
self; and stand or fall solely on the ground of its 
intrinsic character. That it may contribute to the 
promotion of good taste, and serve, through the di- 
vine blessing, to advance the interests of religious 
edification, is the sincere prayer of 

THE COMPILER. 

The very rapid sale of several large editions of 
this valuable work, and the urgent call which still 
continues, have afibrded the publishers the most sub- 
stantial and gratifying proof, that this collection 
meets the views of a great portion of the friends of 
Sacred Music. While ait contains a good number 
o? o]d tunes of acknow\ed^'ftd \ftfcT\\^\\.j$x>-^"^^'^ 
consists of pieces either ot\^\tv^ o\ ^x-jo^^xv '^^^'^ ^ 
works of the first aad beaV c.ova^«»«i^^ ^^^"^ ^^ 
«iid harmonized expressX^ tat Vwva viQ?t«.- 
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As it has been the aim of the compiler to furnbh 
a collection of purely devotional music, the tunes in 
this book will be found peculiarly of that character, 
and not too difficult for the capacities of orainary 
choirs. His long experience, laborious applic|ition 
and rare attainments in musical science and taste, 
insure to this publication such a character as to en- 
title it to the attention of all who seek an appropri- 
ate medium for a most interesting part of divine 
worship. Choristers and others interested are in- 
vited to call or send for copies for examination. 



RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The subscribers having been appointed a com- 
mittee of the " Board of Officers of the New- York 
Academy of Sacred Music," to examine the ** Man- 
hattan Collection of Psalm and Hymn Tunes, &c.," 
edited by Mr. Thomas Hastings, and published by 
Mr. Ezra Collier, find it to contain a large number 
of new a excellent pieces, among which are very 
many of peculiar metres, in every variety of mea- 
sure, and that the pieces, original or selected, are 
not surpassed for harmony or melody by those of 
any work in use, and are particularly adapted for 
the practical purposes of devotional service in the 
church or lecture room. 

« W, W. Chester. 
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I most cheerfully concur in the opinion of the 
committee; above expressed, in relation to the Man^ 
hattan Collection of Sacred Music, excepting such 
pieces only as bear my own signature. 

S, B. Pond, Vocal Leader of the 
N, y. Academy of Sacred Music, 



Mr. Ezra Collier — Dear Sir : Please accept 
my sincere thanks for the copy of the Manhattan 
Calleiftion you sent me. I have examined it enough 
to be satisfied that it is the best book of the kind 
that has yet been pubfished, and I hope it will have ^ 
an extensive circufaCron. 

Yours respectfully, f 

SoLOr Wabrinek* 
Springfield, Mass. Oct. 28-, 1837. 



iJV<w» Rev, J. TT. Mez^nderj Professor of Rhetoric and - 
BeUeS'Lettres in the College of New- Jersey. ' 

Mr. Ezra Collier — Sir : I have spent some > 
time in examining the work, and have no hesita-. j 
tion in declaring my cordial esteem of the whole 
|>roductioii. For originality and novelty it stands 
in the very first rank. The contributions of the 
distinguished Editor himself, are characterized by 
graceail tenderneiss of style, and easy melody^ 
equally remote from the repetition of hackneyed 
themes, and the pedantic display of ^et^AleiiLed a.ud 
impracticable passages. TVve \v^^^^ -^^s.^v.^vsss^ ^ 
, Bentiments frona sacred poeVt^ \s^^'«^v»^2csv^^^«ssy^ 
I have Been ; and I cauuol fot\i^^^ >^ '^'^^ "» ^^ ^ 
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the preliminary ''rudiments," Mr. Hastings has 
given us the plans of a mature experience, ex- 
pressed in a manner which of itself might justly 
rank 'him among our most pleasing and impressive 
writers. 

I am, respeftfuUy yours, 

James W. Alexander. 

College of New-Jersey^ Novembfir 14. 1837. 



The compiler has given evidence ofa fine taste 
and sound judgment, by the introduction of that 
species which produces an astonishing effect, and 
is at the same time so simple as to come within the 
range of ordinary choirs. Like some of the most 
admired specimens of ancient architecture, the de- 
sign is plain, but the workmanship of the most fin- 
ished character. 

Respectfally 

Samvel Parmenter, 
Organist of St. George* s Church, Newburgh, N. Y, 



Mr. Hastings has just published a new Singing 
Book, in the usual form, of 352 pages, whiph he 
names the '* Manhattan Collection." It is printed 
by Collier, in a very distinctly legible and beauti- 
ful style. As to the music, every body who is "ac- 
quainted with the author's taste will expect to find 
it full of the sweetest strains. The pieces gener- 
a//y are very easy of performance, and yet pecu- 
JJarJjr effbctive.-r^ournal of Commerce, ' 
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The name or the author is a Biif&ciant warrant 
for the excellence of the work. — N. Y. Observer. 



This beautifulljr printed work contains two 
hundred and ninety tunes, and is one of the best 
works for singers extant The disticiguished char- 
acter of Mr. fiaslings in his profession renilers any 
any more particular recommeadation unnecessary. ■ 
Oospel Tidiness. 

Nea-Bavcn, 9(i Jurie, 1838. " 
Mb. HASTiNfls — Dear Sir: We have recently 
introduced the "Manhattan Collection" into our 
Choir, anil very much to the gratification of both 
the Choir and the Coagregation-^we 6nd the melo-* 
dies to be beautifully chaste and elegant ; and the 
harmonies simple, and with proper attention easy 
of execution ; exhibiting a richness, and pathos, 
which upon the whole we have never seen equalled 
— ^you will please accept our thanks fur the rich 
treat your work han afforded us. 
Respectfully, 
, your obedient servant; 

A[.(.INQ Bbdwn, 

THE MOTHER'S NURSERY SONGS, by 
Thomas Hastings, Author of" Dissertation on Mu. 
sical Taste" — one of the compilers of " Musica 
Sacra" — "Spiritual Songs" — "Infant Minstrel," 
&c. &c. 

The author was one day conversing with a lady - 
of some distinction, leUuve \a "Or* wk^-owskr. A 
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teaching young children to sing, when a question 
aro::c — whctlrer nuy thing couid be done bj the 
tnotlier in this respect, during the period of the early 
iniancyofher offspring? This inquiry, with the 
discussion that ensued, gave rise to Che proseat 
publication. 

Much, no doubt, can be done in early infancy, 
on the mere principle of imitation. Exercises for 
this purpose should be exceedingly simple ; and, u 
far as possible, adapted to the infantile capacity. 
Great orij^inality will hardly be expected in such t 
work as this : yet the materials here presented are, 
for the most part, such as have not before been pub- 
lished. A few extracts, have been ibrnished from 
the writings of Jane Taylor r and for many of the 
* other little poems, the author is happy to acknow- 
ledge itis obligations to several literary friends, 
among whom are the Rev. James Alexander, Pro* 
fessor of Rhetoric in Princeton College, New Jersey, 
Mrs. Si^ourney, of Hartford, Connccticat, well 
known as the anthor of occasional pieces of great 
poetic merit, and Mrs. Brown, of Monson, Massa* 
chnsetts, the writer of several interesting anonymous 
hymns now in general circulation. 

The object of the work, as will be readily in- 
ferred fj:om its special characteristics, is to aid nra- 
thers in attuning the voices of their infant offspring, 
«nd inspiring them with the love of v<9ca] music. 
When the Savior was on earth young children cried 
hosanna; and ere lie is again revealed in the glo- 
ries of the latter day, his praise shall be perfected 
out of the mouth of babes and sucklings, Y«t tliey 
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must first be instructed ; and this work should be 
commenced by the mother. 

It is a point now uniFersally admitted among 
practical mui^icians, that all children, the deaf and 
dumb excepted, may be taught to sing ; and that 
the difference of natural talent in this respect is 
probably, not greater than in reference to other de- 
partments of education. The faculty in question is 
never truly instinctive, but .always in a great mea- 
sure acquired. Nature furnishes us with organs, 
and with powers of perception. Cultivation must 
do the rest. 

The fact, that so large a portion of the present 
generation are unable to sing, is not to be attributed 
to physical deficiencies, but to unfortunate circum- 
stances in the history of early education. In coun- 
tries where music is continually taught in the pri- 
mary schools, the children, as a matter of course, 
all learn to sing : and the same experiment, wher- 
ever it has been tried in our own country, has led 
to the same happy result. This circumstance alone 
shows the importance of early cultivation. If music 
is neglected till years of maturity, it will, in the ma- 
jority of instances, continue to be disregarded 
through life. Infancy is undoubtedly the most fa- 
vorable period for commencing the work. The 
foundation must be laid then, if distinguished excel- 
lence is ever afterwards to be attained. 

Adi^lts, with voices of the most unpromising 
character imaginable, have sometimes, it is true, 
been taught to sing. The thing in its nature is not 
impracticable, but it is very difficult. It re(\uires 
time and Jabor and peraevex^iia^^ wxOcl^^&Ssw ^^w«^- 
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paratively, are fouird to possess. But witli yomig 
^children the task is neither difficult nor laborious. 
The principle chiefly employed in forming the yo4ce 
is imitation. The child, under favoriible circum« 
-stances, acquires the management of its voice in 
singing, just as it acquires it in the' accurate 
pronunciation of the mother tongue. In both cases 
it is the imitative pupil of its mother, or nurse. 
Mothers should think of this, and not neglect to stir 
tip the musical gift that is within them. Though 
that giii should be small, it might at least suffice to 
initiate the listening child in the practice of an im- 
portant art, which would a-flerwards be more suc- 
cessfully prosecuted. 

One who wishes to acquire practical skill as u 
player on a musical instrument, must of necessity 
begin by drawing forth such tones or executing such 

- passages, as <;an be mastered with tliegrealBst fa- 
cility ; deferring such sifi are more difficult to a later 
period of cultivaiion. For all the purposes of vocal 
training, the mother may regard her infant child as 
such an instrument, not doubting but perseverance 

» will accomplish the desired object. 

There is a special season in infancy when chil- 
dren are full of mimickry. Then^ a great portion 
of their daily employment, while in perfect health, 
is like that of the mocking-bird, to be imitating 
every pleasant sound that falls within their hearing. 
Their earliest efforts in this respect will necessarily 
be rude, but, by constant prnctice, iheir talent is 
found to improve^ while at the same time they ac- 

^aire an increasing fondness Cot l\\e exfttciae. Does 
ooi nature evidenxXy point out iViva ^euiA ^& ^^ 
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precise time for making musical impressions upoi> 
the child that wiU be strong and indelible ? 

Let no one suppose that the voice is necessarily 
injured 5y earfy cultivation-. If the little one is not 
induced to sing too much or too foud for its general 
healthy there will be nothing to fear. Its^ voice wilt 
improve much in proportion to its practice ; ^nd 
when, in subsequent years, its intonation becomes 
for a little period broken and discordant, it will be 
sirre to be restored in due time. Every child, 

' sooner or later, must pass through such a chan&;e,. 
as the unavoidable result of physical changes in the 
Blructure or conformation of its organs. Daily^ 
moderate practice will be the obvious and certaia 
remedy. 

Previous to the period of in-fantile mimickry 
abave mentioned, the aifectionate mother will often 
have been soothing her child with the voice of song. 

-When that period arrives, Fet her continue the prac- 
tice in melodies as simple as those of numbers one 
and two^ in part first of this work. And as the 
child begins in the smallest degree to play the 
mimick, let her in turn become the imitator, so far 
as to seize upon every note which has resemblance 
to music, and thus encourage the child to repeat its 
efforts. Thevnother may thus gradually draw out 
and form its voice for mu^ic, just as she teaches it 
the articulations of the native tongue. The latter 
process she well understands. She begins with the 
simplest syllables only, and as she proceeds with^ 
those that are more difficult, the exercise is care- 
fully adapted to the gradual progress of the child. 
Nothing, is forced. Every thinf^ \& \sv^<i^ ^^^^^a^.^ox.. 
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and amusing to the little pupil : and the mother at 
every step is so amply rewarded for her assiduity, 
as to feel that her labor is but another name for de- 
lightful recreation. 

The same course in reference to singing would 
be rewarded with the same success. Though the 
mother should be quite ignorant of the simplest prin- 
ciples of the science, her skill in minstrelsy would 
suffice for the work immediately before her. Let 
her also frame some simple phrases of melody, that 
are very similar to those she notices in the mimick- 
ry of her child, gradually heightening their charac- 
ter as the child improves its vocal powers. All 
the^ exercises perhaps will be inarticulate ; and in 
some cases the child will make more rapid progress 
in song than in speech. 

Of all the articulations that fall from the unprac- 
tised lips of infancy, the first and perhaps the sweet- 
est that ever greet the maternal ear, are those of 
Itty pa, na, ma, ia, da, followed afterwards by their 
compounds papa, mama, &c. The mother should 
not fail to set these syllables to music. Consider- 
able time, it is true, may elapse before the matter 
will be fully understood ; and the child perhaps will 
incline to substitute other words in their place, and 
thus become its own composer. The only important 
point here, is to see that its tones are rendered mu- 
sical. 

In process of time let the musical passages be 

augmented, observing to sing vVvem in a guttural 

and not in a nasal manner. 

The process fronm such passa^ea ^'a VN^fe-afc; \ft 

'ch as const itute^he fii^l audaecoxv^\\3?^^l% ^^ 



Mother^s Hymn Book. 25 

this collection will be easy ; and thenceforward less 
skill in adaptation will be required. 

The preceding directions may suffice for the 
object before us : if followed with perseverance the 
child will begin to sing long before it is old enough 
to understand the rules of the art ; and this, much 
to its own amusement and to the gratification of its 
affectionate parents. Some may doubt the practi- 
cability of the course here recommended ; but cer* 
tainly it is an easy one. Let them be persuaded to 
try it faithfully and perseveringly, and the author 
will consent to be responsible for its success. 



MOTHER'S HYMN BOOK : 

Campikd from various Aulhors and private ilfaitti* 

scripts, for the use of 

ItATERNAL ASSOCIATIONS, 

And for special occasions of Social and Private 'WoTBhip» 

BY THOMAS HASTINGS. 

Dedicated to all Christian Mothers, and especially to the 

numerous and interesting Maternal Associations Df the 

United States, ^ith the hope that it may contribute to 

• the spiritual edification of parents and children of the 

s^esent generation : 

'A COMPILATION, ABRANGED UNDER THE HEADS OF 

Family Devotiou, 
Seasons of Pen\, 
Recovery from S\c3KD«a9i'-'i 



Musical Tlforif. 

Births, ■ 

Dedication of Children, 
Instruction, 
Alaternal Meetings, - 
Early Piety, 



Death, 

C^usolatioD, 

Miscellaneous. 



ALSO FOR SALE, THE FOLLOWING 
MUSICAL WORKS: 

; HASTINGS ON MUSICAL TASTE. 
IVES'S AMERICAN PSALMODY. 
TURNER'S VOCAL GUIDE. 
SPIRITUAL SONGS FOR SOCIAL WOR- 

SHIP. By Hastings and Mason. 
THE MUSICAL MISCELLANY; consisting 
of the music published in the Musical Magazine. 
By Thomas Hastings. 
THE NEW-YORK ACADEMY'S COLLEC. 
TIONS OF ANTHEMS, &;c. Edited by T. 
Haatioga. 
THE PASTOR'S PLEA PO?^ VaKia&O^Y. 
ByUey^ F. Freeman. 



Musical Works, Vt 

MUSICA I3ACRA, by T. Hastings and 3« 
Warriner. 

MUSICAL J^AGAZINE, two volumes com- 
plete in one, by. Thomas Hastings, embracing the 
labours of the editor for two years, and containing 
a larger amount of matter of practical utility and 
scientific information than any other work of thQ 
same size and expense extant ; and the publishers 
are warranted in stating that it is such a book as 
ought to be in the hands of every person teachttag, 
or intending to teach or practise Sacred Music. 
To Choristers it is particularly useful as it contains 
much instruction on vocal execution, d&c. d&c. 

CATEL'S TREATISE ON HARMONY. 

PORTER'S MUSICAL CYCLOPEDIA. 

BURRO WE'S THOROUGH BASE PRIM- 
MER. 

FIRST STEPS TO THOROUGH BASE. 

NATIONAL CHURCH HARMONY, By N. 
D. Gould. 

JUVENILE HARMONY, By N. D. Gould. 

-BtTRROWE'S PIA^O YQ^^'^^^^^^^^*^^^ 

UNlOa MELOBIE&, ^l ^. ^ ^O^S^- 



itr 



128 Musical Works. 

CLARKE'S CATECHISM OF THE RDDll 
MENTS OF MUSIC. 

CRAMER'S INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE 
* PIANO FORTE. 

■r 

FIHTH & HALL'S FLUTE PRECEPTOR. 
«' " VIOLIN do. 

MASON'S SACRED HARP. 

BASTING'S UNION MINSTREL. 
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E. COLLIER, & CO. PUBLISH ALSO 
THE FOLLOWING BOOKS. 

THE TREE AND ITS FRUITS from the 
pen of Mrs. P. H. Brown. Its contents are as fol- 
lows: The Reading Club, The Victim, The Infidel^ 
The Aged Cottager — all of which are founded on 
fact. 

To one who has read the volume in question, 
nothing need be said of its merit ; to those who 
have not perused the same, it need only be said 
that it is from the pen of Mrs. Brown, a lady who 
has dictated poetry and prose of no ordinary kind ; 
whose deep toned piety has awakened in many 
heart? glad thoughts of heaven and of God, and 
many times given impetus and strength to the wor- 
shippers of the Most High in the great congrega* 
tion, the social circle, and the Christian in the 
more private walks of life. It is manifestly written 
by one who has strictly in view the welfare of souls, 
and a particular regard for the young, and happily 
combines in conception and expression all that is 
lovely in woman, and prominent in a truly benevo- 
lent heart. 

Parents should read this book. ChlldK^«<Q^,>:^^ 
youth indiscriminately should i^^^ \v. '\\.\^^'^ 
c^cuhted to impress the ift\ud^ o^ >jo>i5^ ^^^^^^ 
f anger of temptation, and o^ iVtovavci^ ^"^^^^x 
9straiDt, and is an exce\\enVNc\vsA!ft^ ^^ ^ 
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the hands of all young persons about to commence 

Sfe in our crowded cities and towns. It should 
so find a place in every Sabbath School and Ju« 
venile Library. We hope the author will not with- 
hold from the public many similar volumes, for she 
may rest assured their tendency is highly instruc-* 
tive and beneficial. — Boston Recorder. 

I have just read with deep interest, and I hope 
with profit, a little book with the above title, by 
Mrs. P. H. Brown, of Monson, Mass«, and just 
published by Ezra Collier, at 148 Nassau-street, 
New- York. It contains four chapters. The Read- 
ing Club, The Victim, The InJideL and The Aged 
Cottager, Each chapter is a thrilling narrative of 
facts, written in the author's best style. The two 
first show in a glowing manner, some of the evils to 
which young gentlemen and ladies are exposed. 
The third gives the history of a man who was once 
ari infidel but afterwards ar christian, as related by 
" hiifiiself, in a stage-coach, on the North Rivejj^ 
The fourth gives the early and latter history of a 
man of ninety. The reader will find it difiicult to 
lay down the book till it is finished, and hard must 
be the heart that is not moved by its touching de- 
lineations. — N, Y. Observer. 

These narratives bear the following titles: The 
^eadi'f^ Club, The Yictira The lnfi(kU The Aged 
Ci?Ua^er, and they expose the evWa o^ ^\^^\^^v\q.w^ 
^gambling, intemperance aud wv^AeYwj, ^w^ tlX. 
"i same time recommend the v\n\xea o^v^^'^^ \s> 
^e vices. They impressively ^it^*^ ^^^ ^^^^^" 
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less, ruinous cousequences of a want of moral prin- 
ciple, and especially of faith in revealed religion^ 
and are suited to inspire the youthful mind with a 
horror of infidelity, and the poisonous fruits which 
grow upon this tree. — Christian Mirror, 

THE TWO APPRENTICES ; or the Impoe- 
TANCE o^ Family Religion. 

This hook should be read, for it cannot be easily 
characterised. To call it a good book, would be 
speaking the truth, but this would not convey any 
idea of its specific merits. We would suggest to 
all masters to purchase and peruse it, and then pre- 
sent it to their apprentices. — Christian Mirror. 

THE PILLOW, A SELECTION OP Daily Texts on 

A NEW FLAN, SELECTED BY THE ReY. ThOMAS P: 

> Hunt. 

Here is a text for every night in the year. The 
plan seems to be. ingeniously devised, kad shows 
the wonderful fertility of the Scriptures, and their 
adaptedness to all the varieties of human life. 

^ Boston Recorder. 

This book diflers from other selections in that 
there is som^egard to system and connexion of 
subjects — all the passages for the same month hav- 
ing more or less intimate^relation to the same gen- 
eral topic, and so arranged ^s vsvxiVxy^jJX^vs^*^^^^'*^^^ 
each other, and to deepeii \.V\^ \vsw5j\^'^'svo\i.^^^*^ 

-whole. Being entirely Sc.T\vV>3^xe, *>x > ^^^ 
course, and being beaau£«\\^ '^'^^^^^. '^^ 
attractive to childten Christia-a Mirror • 
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JAY'S EXERCISES FOR THE CLOSET, 
FOR EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR. "Nev- 
•r be without a book in daily reading, of a direct 
scriptural and devotional tendency." — HaU. 

THE SHORTER CATECHISM— by the 
Westminster Assembly of Divines. 

BROWN'S SHORT CATECHISM FOR 
CHILDREN: 

" Stand ye in the way, and see, and ask for the old 
paths, where is the good way, fiX^nd fodUc therein. 



TALES FOR YOUTH, or Authentic Narratives 
1^ of Real Characters. 

•^ MRS. SIGOURNEY'S BIOGRAPHY OF PI- 
OUS PERSONS. 

HARVEY ON MORAL AGENCY. 

FREEMAN'S PLEA FOR AFRICA. 

THE YOUNG COMMUNICANT'S CATE- 
CHISM. By Rev. John Willison. Recom- 
I mended by Rev. Drs. McAuIey, McMurray, Cox, 
-Baldwin and Ludlow. 

THE POWER OF FAITH By H. G.O. Dwight 
and W. Groodell, Missionaries at Constantinople. 

BAXTER'S SAINTS' REST. 
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WORKS OF PRES'T APPLETON. 

THE REDEEMER'S TEARS, WEPT OVER 
LOST SOULS. By Rev. John Howe. 

THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE RIGHTEOUS, 
opened and further recommended from the c6n- 
sideration of the Vanity ^of this Mortal Life. 
By Rev. John Howe* 

That eminent divine, the late Robekt Daia^ 
^ said of the u Blessedness of ilie JBSghiediiuif^-^ 
a Perhaptf Baxter's Saints' Rest is fitted to -^aake 
a deeper impression on the majority of readers. 
Baxter enforces particular ideas with extraor- 
dinary clearness, force, and earnestness. His ap- 
peals to the conseience aie irresistiUe. MmOf 
again, is distinguished by C4ilmneHS, self-posses- 
sion, majesty, and comprehensiveness; and, for 
iny own part, I decidedly prefer him to Baxter.* 

ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF MISSIONS. By 
Rev. J. O. Choates. 

MILNOR'S CHURCH BISTORT. 

MOSHEIM'a do- ^o. 

LIFE OF "WHITEFIEUQ. ^? lUJoefc^'*^ 
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ANXIOUS INQUIRER. By J. A. James. 

FAMILY MONITOR, do. 

CHRISTIAN PROFESSOR. do. 

CHURCH MEMBER'S GUIDE, do. 

IJOUTHS LETTER WRITER. By Mrs. Far- 
* rar. 

THE VILLAGE SCHOOL,— and JBNNY, or 
The Conversion of a Child. By Mrs. Brown, 
author of The Tree and its Fruits. 

CHURCH'S PRIZE ESSAY on Religious Dis- 
sensions. 

MODERN SOCIETY. By Miss Sinclair. 

MODERN ACCOMPLISHMENTS. By do. 

HILL AND VALLEY. By flo. : 

LETTERS. By do. 

McCRIE ON THE BOOK OF ESTHER. 

TAYLOR ON HOME EDUCATION. 

GUIZOTS HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION. 

LIPE AND CORRESPOTSlTi^^C^ ^^ ^^^* 
ITAWKES. 
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STEVENSON on the OFFICES OF CHRIST. 
u FORBID THEM NOT." By S. E. Dwight. 

WAYLAND ON HUMAN RESPONSIBILITY^ 

SPRAGUE'S CONTRAST BETWEEN TRUE 
AND FALSE RELIGION. i 

TODD'S SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHER. 

MRS. HOWLAND'S INFANT SCHOOL MAN- 
UAL. 

PRIZE ESSAY ON A CONGRESS OP NATIONS. 

RIPLEY'S NOTES ON THE GOSPELS. 

JAY'S FAMILY PRAYERS. 

WALK ABOUT ZION. 

DR. ALLCOTT ON VEGETABLE DIET. 

YOUNG MOTHER. 

YOUNG HOUSEKEEPER. 

UFE OP REV. W. CAREY. 

DODDRIDGE'S RISE AND PROGRESS. 

DAILY DUTIES. 

HOOKER ON POPULAR INFIDELITY. 

MEMOIR OP DR. STAUGHTON. 

^TlZra ON POPERY- 
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